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VEL activity FAS Presets Les aes aie Theta will 
in line with return to 
harassment campus In 
policy limits fall 2013 


By NASH JENKINS 


News & Features Editor 


By ASHLEY EMERY 
News & Features Editor 


The Office of Institu- 
tional Equity (OIE) has de- 
termined that the Voice for 
Life's proposed “sidewalk 
counseling” activities are 
not in violation of the Uni- 
versity policy on _harass- 
ment, contrary to the SGA 
Executive Board’s decision. 

Vice Provost for Insti- 
tutional Equity Caroline 
Laguerre-Brown explained 
her decision yesterday in 


Kappa. Alpha Theta 
(Theta) will join the Panhel- 
lenic Council next academic 
year as the fifth sorority on 
campus, four years after 
University officials revoked 
the sorority’s charter at 
Hopkins following a series 
of disciplinary infractions. 
The sorority will oper- 
ate “completely distinctly” 
from any offshoot groups 
of the former chapter, Co- 
response to an email from ordinator oF Greek Lite Rae 
the club’s president Andrew CATHERINE GUENTHER/ PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF | chel Drennen said. 
Guernsey on* March 26. | Former Ambassador Lewis Paul Bremer spoke about the current conflicts in the Middle East and his involvement with the Iraqi government. Drennen cited this 
“My view is that the pro- years high recruitment 
posed. ‘sidewalk counsel- numbers behind the deci- 


ig acviieg os oxreed | Bremer reflects on Middle East conflicts, Lraqi progress | so ssn Hopkins 


in your email, would not Greek community. 


violate these university “The Panhellenic Coun- 
policies. A student group’s | By NICOLE ZIEGLER Iraq and how Iraq has that this upheaval stems think, since Ataturk abol- | cil voted after recruitment 
distribution of literature | Staff Writer progressed ten years af- from the challenges of ished the Caliphate in this year to bring a new 
and advocacy of its view- ter the war’s inception as__ transforming nations that 1924,” Bremer said. chapter to campus. [The 
point, in the manner set Former Ambassador a part of the Foreign Af have been under tyranny He emphasized the | Council] wanted to provide 
out in your email, would | and Presidential Envoy fairs Symposium spring and are transitioning into large differences between | as many opportunities 
not constitute harassment | to Iraq Lewis Paul Bremer _ lecture'series. democracies. the democratic and tyran- | as possible for women to 
within the meaning of | spoke last night about Bremer said that there is “The Islamic/Arab nical experiences join Greek organizations,” 
these policies. In fact, such | the current~state- of the currently upheaval in the world now is in the most neeratappens to the | Drennen said. “We had 
conduct is fully in accord | Middle East, his time in Islamic world. He believes upheaval it’s been in, I See BREMER, pace A6 See THETA, pace A3 


li oti - Program pid a sexual ae Class of 2017 admission 


oe Petar] Mean ecient Ven ee cease ie geen ane hits new University record 


ate Student Code of Con- | sionals in the Counsel- The SafeLine gives | 

duct promote the free and | This week, Office ing Center. students the opportu- | By BEN SCHWARTZ a record-breaking 20,613 
open exchange of ideas. The | of the Dean of Student “We felt strongly that nity to call anonymously | Staff Writer applications for the Class 
Anti-Harassment Policy | Life and the Counsel- there needed to bea 24/7 and speak directly with - of 2017. The admitted 
specifically states that it is | ing Center introduced a response line available a trained counselor, Hopkins admitted a class is 50 percent fe- 


“not the University’s intent | new SafeLine program for incidents of sexual such asa psychologist or | record-low 15.31 percent male, 50 percent male 
in promulgating this policy | on campus to assist stu- violence to provide con-  predoctoral intern from | of 19,166 regular deci- and 25 percent under- 
to inhibit free speech or | dents affected by sexual fidential assistance to the Counseling Center. | sion applicants to the represented minorities. 
the free communication of assault. or unsafe rela- students,” Susan Bo- These on-call counselors | Class of 2017 last week. “We are very excited 
See VOICE FOR LIFE, racr A6 | tionships. The SafeLine swell, Dean of Student will discuss the available The 2,943 high school for this incoming class. 
options for the student, | seniors admitted regu- They represent some of 
giving them the chance | lar decision join the 530 the brightest and most 
to ask questions and dis- students admitted un- talented students in 
cuss different prospects | der the early decision our applicant pool and 


SGA elections bring old. new {aces “Sefoe chosing how 1 | program Jas December 10 font the 


proceed with their case. | making for an overall ways that they will con- 
“It is our hope that | admitted class of 3,464. tribute to student life 
By ELIZABETH ARENZ and Rob D’Annibale com- which they then released to | this resource will pro- Taken together, the and the academic land- 
Staff Writer prise one ticket and juniors the public student body at | vide timely, confidential | Office of Undergradu- scape at Johns Hopkins,” 
Alex Schupper, Schaefer the beginning of this week. | support, which is essen- | ate Admissions received Ser ADMISSIONS, pace A4 
With the elections for Whiteaker and Makesi Anovick, who is run- | tial in these situations,” 
SGA Executive Board be- Paul, and freshman Kyra ning for the position of | Boswell said. 
ginning this Friday, can- Toomre the other. Both Executive President and Through the Safe- 


didates of the two tickets have made their platforms. previously held the po- | Line, students affected 
have been campaigning available through Tumblr, sition of Freshmen and by sexual assault can 
tirelessly over the past Facebook and a pop-up Sophomore Class Presi- | also be connected to 


week. website. Junior Alex Press- dent, was elected Ju- | Mercy Medical Center of 

The tickets both feature manis running by himself nior Class President in | Union Memorial Hospi- 
a mix of individuals, those _ for Vice President. the spring semester last | tal, where they can learn 
involved with SGA in the Though the two tickets year but could not serve | about the SAFE Nursing 


past and also those with no _ were not allowed to begin on SGA as he opted to | Program and have a free 
previous experience serv- officially campaigning un-_ intern off campus for | examination. The Coun- 
ing. Juniors Merrill Anovick _ til Monday, they had been a_ semester, explained | seling Center has ar- & 
and Dylan Gorman, and _ creating their social me- his decision to run for | ranged a transportation __ RACHEL WITKIN/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 
sophomores Janice Bonsu_ dia platforms previously, See SGA, pace A6 See SAFELINE, pace A4 The Class of 2017 will be 50 percent male and 50 percent female. 
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65 million dollar lab construction to be completed by early June 


By GEORGINA RUPP 
Staff Writer 


Biology Wing has priori- 
tized low energy usage as 


meaning to review it and 
identify any oversights or 


“The change increased 
the amount of subsurface 


* ; a major component of its work needing improve- filtering gravel in the rain 
; Hhand bins of the design. ment.” gardens, which are de- 
ndergraduate Teaching The entire project, in- From now on, those in- signed to retard, reduce, 


Laboratories, an expansion 


cluding furniture, equip- 


volved in the project plan 


and improve the quality 


to the Mudd/Levi biology ment, and design and proj- to “punch out” the build- of rain water run-off from 
complex, is on schedule for ect management costs, is ing’s remaining floors the site,” Nelson wrote in 
its final completion on June — expected to total about $65 approximately every ten his email. “JHU was not re- 


1, 2013. 

Construction for this 
$48 million construction 
project began in June 2011 
and will contribute three 
floors of teaching labs and 
a floor of research labs to 
the Biology, Chemistry, 
Neuroscience and BioPhys- 
ics departments. 

Its top floor research 


million. 

Travers Nelson, Pro- 
gram Manager of Design 
and Construction, noted 
that the project is on sched- 
ule and going according to 
plan. 

“Work is substantially 
complete on the ground 
floor,” Nelson wrote in an 
email to The News-Letter. 


days. In addition, the me- 
chanical and_ electrical 
systems for the building 
are being tested for per- 
formance and operation 
in the presence of Johns 
Hopkins representatives 
and commissioning con- 
sultant. 

Despite a slight delay 
caused by a change in lo- 


quired to comply with the 
change, but decided to do 
so, consistent with storm 
water management im- 
provement efforts campus 
wide.” 

Furniture will be 
brought into the building 
in June and July, and lab 
equipment and faculty of- 
fices in July and August. 


labs are also on sched- “JHU representatives, cal authority storm water The project remains 
ule for their completion including faculty, and management design re- on track with the budget 
date of July 1. In addition the architect, are walk- quirements, construction that was approved by the 


to its contributions to the 
natural sciences, the new 


ing through this week to 
“punch out” the work, 


has managed to stay on 
schedule. 


Poll to gauge views on smoking policy 


BY ANDREA 
MICHALOWSKY 


Starting on April 5, the 
undergraduate student 
body will have the oppor- 


HKB wants to ban 
smoking not only in ser- 
vice of personals opin- 
ions or the desires of non- 
smokers, but also because 
of Hopkins’ reputation 


a green campus,” Salevitz 
said. 
“We shouldn’t let our 


pristine brick and marble 


oasis be defiled by the ciga- | 


rettes present on campus,” 


Board of Trustees at the 
beginning of construction, 
which factored in the costs 
of building sustainable lab 
facilities. Davis Bookhart, 


| Director of the Sustainabil- 


| the building,” 


ity Office, attributes the 
building’s environmental 
components largely to the 


| decisions made in the de- 


sign process. 

“Good decisions were 
made by [those in] the Arts 
& Sciences when designing 
Bookhart 


COURTESY OF WWWYJHU. EDU 


Artist renderings of the common areas in the Mudd Hall Extension. 


inside.” 

The building’s design 
aims to consume fifty per- 
cent less energy than the 
average energy consump- 
tion of other science build- 
ings on campus. 

“Personally it’s very 
exciting for me,” Bookhart 
said. “I think the project 


From the time the ini- 
tial plan was drafted to the 
creation of the construc- 
tion documents, Bookhart 
speculated that the build- 
ing probably increased in 
efficiency by another fac- 
tor. 

Students are in favor of 
having new biology labs on 


tunity to vote on whether as a medically-minded. sophomore James Gwila | said. “They realized that has exceeded [its initial campus. 
or not to make Hopkins a_ school, faculty and stu- added. | investment up front has sustainability goals]. We Sophomore Hannah 
smoke-free campus. Al- dent interest as _ estab- Other supporters, such | long-term pay offs.” already knew going into Zimmerman, who is tak- 


though the vote is only 
to gauge student interest, 
not on whether smok- 
ing should be currently 
banned, it presents an op- 
portunity to express your 
opinion an on Hopkins 
policy. The vote is open 
until Tuesday, April 9, and 
will be available online. 
The effort to make Hop- 
kins a smoke-free campus 
is spearheaded by Hop- 
kins Kicks Butts, a student 
group within the Center 
for Health and Education 
Wellness. They are dedi- 
cated to educating about 
tobacco use and eliminat- 
ing on-campus smoking. 
In addition to informa- 
tion about the ban and 
the upcoming vote, their 
blog, http://hopkicksbutts. 
blogspot.com/, contains 
facts about smoking, tobac- 
co risks, and tools to help 


lished through petitions, 
and recommendations 
for smoke-free campuses 
from the American Col- 
lege Health Association, 
the American Cancer Soci- 
ety, and the media. 

In addition, they cite 
various statistics about 
youth smoking. The Cen- 
ter for Disease Control 
says that 85 percent of 
adults who smoke start- 
ed when they were 21 or 
younger. HKB’s_ website 
also pulls a statistic from 
the 2012 Surgeon General's 
Report on Tobacco Use 


-Among Youth and Young 


Adults: progression from 
occasional to daily smok- 
ing almost always occurs 
by age 26. 

774 colleges and uni- 
versities nationwide have 
already created smoke- 
free campuses. According 


as non-smoker Jacob Wild- 
fire, return to science. 


“How can a university | 


so grounded in’ scientific 
research ignore of deny the 
negative effects of smok- 
ing?” Wildfire asked. 

On the other side, a 
smoker who wishes to re- 
main anonymous, argues 
that smoking is a relatively 
minor problem. 

“J cannot believe that 
a few smokers affect ev- 


eryone else's health more | & 
than the traffic on North | 
“Charles,” she said. 


“The 
statistics to which the 
promoters of the ban re- 
fer seem superficial and 
biased — I believe we 
need more comprehen- 


sive studies before mak- | 
ing such a bold state- 


ment.” 
She went on to comment 
how a smoking ban would 


Bookhart is enthusiastic 
about the sustainable ele- 
ments of the Undergradu- 
ate Teaching Labs. 

“From a_ sustainability 
perspective this is one of 
the most exciting buildings 
we've built here ever,” he 
said. “This lab is perhaps 
one of the most efficient 
lab buildings, certainly on 
this campus, maybe in the 


| country.” 


the building process cer- 
tain things we could look 
into to increase efficiency, 
and the integrated design 
process has allowed us to 
uncover creative things 
on design use and materi- 
als that we didn’t antici- 
pate.” 

Constant revision and 
improvements upon drafts 
of designs has allowed the 
building to achieve 67 per- 


ing Biology and Biology 
Lab this semester, noted 
that she will appreciate 
the extra space that the 
new undergraduate labs 
will provide as well as the 
advantages of working in 
brand new facilities. 

“The lab bench can 
be a little cramped when 
you have two sets of part- 
ners sharing it at the same 
time,” she said. “Also the 
labs can be pretty dirty, es- 
pecially after years of stu- 
dents doing dissections.” 

Freshmen who live near 
the construction site don’t 
find it particularly i invasive 


2 either. , 
“7 don't notice the os 


struction every day, but 
some mornings the noisy 
machinery can wake me 
up,” Georgie Koepke, a 
freshman living in AMR 
Il, said. “If anything, the 


people quit. to a review of 30 smoke- not only affect students baseball team is more 
Hopkins Kicks Butts free campuses done by — faculty and staff who bothersome. For the most 
(HKB) was proposed in the University of Southern smoke on campus would part, the construction 


2008, after loosely gather- 
ing signatures and interest 
for several years. In 2009, 
they began efforts to make 
Hopkins a _ smoke-free 
campus by 2012, suggest- 
ing a 15 dollar dollar fine 
for smoking thereafter. 

In 2010, SGA ruled 
against their efforts to ban 
smoking on campus but 
conceded to move the ash- 
trays further from build- 
ings. At the time, SGA was 
“strongly opposed to the 
imposition of a blanket ban 
on smoking on the Home- 
wood campus,” according 
to a statement released at 
the time. 19 members were 
in favor of this statement, 
with only 7 (less than 27 
percent) opposed. 


California, these programs 
can lower the number of 
students who begin smok- 
ing as well as reducing the 
number of existing smok- 
ers by 20 percent. 
Moreover, alumnus and 
donor Bloomberg’s recent 
efforts to limit smoking 


‘in New York suggest he 


would support this ban. 

Still, student opinion 
about a non-smoking cam- 
pus at Hopkins remains 
mixed. 

Danny Salevitz, a senior 
who doesn’t smoke, sup- 
ports the ban. 

“I wouldn't say we have 
a big problem with lots of 
smokers around campus, 
but a ban would support 
the school’s desire to have 


also be hampered by such 
a ban. 

Freshman Emily Sex- 
ton suggested focusing on 
the much more ubiquitous 
(and illegal) drinking in- 
stead. 

Regarding statistics, 
HKB does only cite data 
that supports their cause, 
and often presents the sta- 
tistics or references facts 
without explicitly citing 
them. 

“Because the ban 
would likely remove dis- 
posal spots from campus, 
it’s liable to backfire and 
increase litter, and resis- 
tance from smokers on 
campus will limit efficacy 
regardless,” freshman Ju- 
liana Vigorito said. 


Rivals of the West presents 
Brian Friels 


April 4 - 14° at 8 PM 
Thurs. Fri. Sat. Sun. 
$10 Students $15 General 
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Undergraduate labs were designed with energy efficient technologies. 


The design of an ef- 
ficient lab building is an 
accomplishment, accord- 
ing to Bookhart, because 
the many elements that lab 
buildings require make 
low energy use a challenge. 

“A lab building is an 
extremely difficult build- 
ing to construct from a sus- 
tainability perspective,” 
Bookhart said. “You need a 
lot of air flow, for example, 
like cooling and heating, 
which is necessary to keep 
the people safe from the 


UNIVERSITY 


cent efficiency over 104,400 
gross square feet. 

“The process is really 
important,” Bookhart said. 
“You start with designs, 
create models, and if you 
stop there then you’re fin- 
ished. This lab is marked 
by idea that managers, de- 
signers, [members of the] 
Arts & Sciences all work 
together closely to contin- 


‘ue to rethink designs and 


move things around and 
makes things even more 
efficient.” 


noise has been pretty 
tame.” 

The designs for the 
construction took health, 
safety and security, in ad- 
dition to functionality and 
sustainability, into consid- 
eration. 

“We want the building 
to be healthy, safe, secure, 
and efficient,” Brookhart 
said. “For example, there is 
a lot of glass on the front of 
the building so that there 
may be a lot of natural 
light inside. This beautiful 
view is important but, then 
again, it is an energy trade 
off because glass is not a 
good insulator.” 
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Two doctors named Gilman Scholars 


By ELI WALLACH 
Staff Writer 


Last Wednesday Presi- 
dent Ron Daniels sent an 
email to the University 
community announcing the 
appointment of Dr. Peter 
Pronovost and Dr. Jeremy 
Nathans as Hopkins’s new- 
est Gilman Scholars. 

Pronovost and Nathans 
will now join the 17 other 
notable Hopkins faculty 
who have received this 
prestigious designation. 
The honor, named after 
Hopkins’ first president, 
Daniel Coit Gilman, serves 
to recognize and celebrate 
distinguished _ individuals 
among Hopkins faculty. 

In order to be nomi- 
nated as a Gilman Scholar, 
one must be chosen by the 
standing Gilman Scholars. 
After this initial nomina- 
tion is made, President 
Daniels and interim Provost 
Jonathan A. Bagger review 
the candidates’ credentials 
carefully. 

This year’s recipients of 
the honor are both profes- 
sors in the School of Medi- 
cine. However, the desig- 
nation is open to faculty 
members in all academic 
divisions as well as profes- 
sional staff at the Applied 
Physics Laboratory. 

Pronovost is a professor 
‘in the Departments of An- 
esthesiology, Critical Care 
Medicine Surgery at Johns 
Hopkins University School 
of Medicine. He is also a 
professor of Health Policy 
and Management at the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health 
as well as author of the 
book Safe Patients, Smart 
Hospitals: How One Doc- 
tor’s Checklist Can Help Us 
Change Health Care from the 
Inside Out. 

His work is largely dedi- 
cated to discovering meth- 
ods for hospitals to enhance 
patients’ safety. Among his 
has created a simple check- 
list that has been successful 


in preventing central line- 
associated bloodstream in- 
fections around the world, 
which had ___ previously 


caused an estimated 30,000 
deaths a year just in the 
United States. 


WWWJHSPHEDU AND 
EUREKAALERTORG 


Peter Pronovost (top) and 


Jeremy Nathans (bottom) . 


In 2008, Pronovost re- 
ceived the MacArthur Fel- 
lowship from the John D. 
and Catherine T. MacArthur 
Foundation, an award often 
called a “genius grant” That 
same year, Time magazine 
named him one of their 100 
Most Influential People. 

He was also appointed 
to be a director at the Arm- 
strong Institute for Patient 
Safety and Quality at Johns 
Hopkins nerd mee 
2011. In addition, he 
senior vice ae ey for 
patient safety and quality 


at Johns Hopkins School of | 
Medicine. 

Nathans is a professor | 
of molecular biology and 
genetics, neuroscience and | 
ophthalmology in the De- | 
partment of Molecular Biol- 
ogy and Genetics at Johns | 
Hopkins School of Medi- 
cine. 

His discoveries have 
significantly contributed to 
the world’s understanding 
of human vision. Through | 
exploring the biological 
mechanisms that make up 
human eyesight, Nathans 
was able to distinguish the 
genes that code for color- | 
vision receptors in the 
light-sensing cones of the | 
retina. This discovery has 
led to new understandings | 
of the development, func- 
tion and survival of the | 
retina. Through these con- 
clusions, Nathans has been | 
able to show the genetic 
causes of color blindness. 

Nathans has been | 
groundbreaking in his re- 
search on human retinal 
diseases, most notably of 
which are Stargardt disease 
and macular dystrophy. 

He is a current member 
of the Institute of Medicine, | 
National Academy of Sci- | 
ences, American Associa- 
tion for the Advancement | 
of Science, and American | 
Academy of Arts and Sci- | 
ences. Among many acco- 
lades, he has received the | 
Cogan Award from the | 
Association for Research | 
in Vision and Ophthalmol- | 
ogy, the Young Investigator 
Award from the Society for | 
Neuroscience, the New- 
comb-Cleveland Prize from 
the AAAS, the Edward M. 
Scolnick Prize in Neurosci- 
ence from the McGovern 
Institute at MIT and the 
Golden Apple Award for 
Teaching Excellence from 
the American Medical Stu- 
dent Association. 

Pronovost’s and Nathan’s 
designations _ as. Gilman 

stand for as 
long as they remain at Johns 
Hopkins University. 


SGA emails leaked from inside 


By ASHLEY EMERY 
News & Features Editor 


for Life v. JHU SGA from 
within the SGA Listserv to 
a non-SGA member. This 
member then forwarded 
these emails to both the Ed- 
itors-in-Chief of The News- 
Letter and Voice for Life 
President Andrew Guern- 
sey through an anonymous 
account on March 27. 


SGA Executive Vice 


that person sent it out [to 
The News-Letter and Guern- 
sey]. We currently do not 
know who the Senator is, 
but we have addressed the 
issue and consequences will 
be taken when the Senator 
is identified,” he said. 
Freshman Class Senator 


official content and docu- 
ments with advertisements 
for Cialis, a popular erectile 
dysfunction medication, 
and this email linking, Sch- 
upper maintains that SGA — 


: 


pleting intact and are only 
accessible by Senators, Exec- 
utive Board members, Dean 
Boswell and Rob Turning. 
They are under the highest 
amounts of Hopkins IT se- 
curity,” he said. 

The top message in the 
email featured an execu- 
tive member linking to an 


| vironment in 


article from Think Progress 
about Towson University’s 
White Student Union con- 
ducting nighttime patrols. 
“This has overcompli- 
cated the case as others 
have information that they 
should not have seen,” Sch- 


upper said. 


Theta to rejoin Panhellenic council 


THETA, From Al 
decided back in 2009 that 
when we needed to do 
so, we would reach out to 
Kappa Alpha Theta.” 

It eye 2009 that the 
Panhellenic Council first 
revoked Theta’s charter 
on campus, prompting a 
tension between sorority 
members and University 
administration. 

“! remember it being a 
hostile relationship,” Ra- 
chel Ryan, a Theta sister 
who graduated from Hop- 

‘kins in 2011, said. “We 


disappointed — 


headquarters granted 
Ryan and other members 
in good standing “early 
alumni status.” 

As a result, they are 
able to “still utilize re- 
sources provided by Kap- 
pa Alpha Theta to alum- 
ni,” Drennen said. 

The last students af- 
filiated with the sorority 
— those who were fresh- 
men when the chapter's 


charter was revoked — 


ganizations that emerged 
in direct aftermath of 
Theta’s disbandment, are 
eligible to join, Drennen 
said. 

For some, however, re- 
cent history still looms. 

“| don’t necessarily 
think enough time has 
lapsed where people in- 
terested in joining Greek 
Life wouldn’t know 
what Theta once was. It 


-wouldn’t surprise me if 


there was still a repu- 
tation surrounding the 
sorority,” Ryan _ said. 
“So I’m interested to see 
what sort of girl it at- 
tracts — I'd be beating 
around the bush if I said 
each sorority didn’t have 
a reputation.” 
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COURTESY OF ELIZABETH BAGDORF 
Six Hopkins students competed in the American Marketing Association's International Collegiate Conference. 


Hopkins wins al marketing conterence 


Six students prove strategic business skills at national competition 


By LAUREN MARRAZZO 
Staff Writer 


On March 21, a group 
of six Hopkins students 
finished in first place in 
the Strategic Allocation of 
Business Resources Com- 
petition (SABRE) competi- 
tion at the American Mar- 
keting Association’s 35th 


| Annual International Col- 


pecially remarkable when 
one considers that Hopkins 
has only been participating 
for two years. 

The win is also signifi- 
cant because Hopkins fin- 
ished ahead of third-place 
University of Pennsylvania 
Wharton Business School. 

Junior James _ Fanto, 
president-elect of Hopkins’ 
chapter of AMA, attributes 


legiate Conference. the team’s win to its com- 
The undergraduate _petitiveness. 

team, which was composed “For most of us this was 

of students ‘ our first 

from Hop- go-around 

kins’s Entre- with a 


This past 


preneurship 


aE has undoubtedly ae Abe 
gram, com- marked a all of ‘us 
ee ane transformation in haa ee 
several other the AMA at JHU. tive so we 
ere cas GERRARD CLARK» fone ea 
simulation ‘AMA PRESIDENT 5, yo able 


places teams 
into a com- 
petitive en- 
which they 
must make long-term deci- 
sions for their hypothetical 
companies in a relatively 
short period of time. 

The competition tries 
to simulate the trajectory 
of a business model. Each 
decision in the simulation 
is considered by the judges 


| to be one year in the real- 


life business world. By the 
end of the competition, the 
Hopkins team’s hypotheti- 
cal company had a project- 
ed value of $304,439,000. 
This total was almost 
$100,000,000 more than the 
second-place winner, Tem- 
ple University. 

Hopkins has had great 
success in the competition, 
finishing in first place this 
year and in third place last 
year. These results are es- 


tera 
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year business 


to go out, 
compete 
against 
Wharton and come out on 
top gives us a great sense 
of accomplishment,” Fanto 
said. 

The group is not tak 
ing the win lightly, and is 
looking forward to future 
improvements Hopkins’ 
business programs and 
competitions. 

“We're still not satis- 
fied; we may have won this 
competition but there are 
other areas of our chapter 
that we can still improve 
upon. It was certainly a 
move in the right direc- 
tion but we're not done just 
yet,” Fanto said. 

The group’s win has 
had far-reaching effects 
beyond just the sense 
of accomplishment and 
monetary compensation 
of $500. A banquet of 
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1400 marketing students 
and faculty from all over 
North America was held 
to congratulate the stu- 
dents. SABRE participant 
senior David Carasiti even 
received a job offer from 
an ad agency as a result of 
the program. 

“The AMA has allowed 
me to network with senior 
executives I would never 
have otherwise met from 
firms like the Baltimore 
Ravens and Apple iTunes... 
and at the conference, I met 
college students from all 
over the world. The compe- 
tition allowed me to show 
off what I have learned in 
my Entrepreneurship and 
Management classes and it 
proves that even without a 
business or marketing ma-’ 
jor like most of the other 
colleges, Johns Hopkins 
can still bring it,” Carasiti 
said 

This win is animportant 
gain for the Entrepreneur- 
ship and Management mi- 
nor in earning credibility. 

“The JHU AMA Chap- 
ter allows for the unique 
opportunity for members 
to both lead and be led, 
an enriching experience 
that has allowed our or- 
ganization to accomplish 
more than ever before. 
Though we are a mar- 
keting organization, the 
skills that I and others 
have learned over the past 
year encompass far more 
than just marketing—I 
have noted significant im- 
provements in leadership, 
logistics and professional 
relations. With 75 mem- 
bers and a breadth of pro- 
gramming, this past year 
has undoubtedly marked 
a transformation in the 
AMA at JHU,” senior Ger- 
rard Clark, outgoing AMA 
president, said. 


a | 


ue 
i ——— spe “ 
2 ar nyptetineee 

SEARS ADORE ANTONE FR EE P| 
5 es ee 

“ Dee es 


A4 


ADMISSIONS, From Al 
Director of the Office of 
Undergraduate Admis- 
sions Ellen Kim wrote in 
an email to The News-Letter 

Decision notifications 


were released to regular 


decision applicants online 
around 5 p.m. EST on Thurs- 
day. The official admissions 
packets were shipped out via 
FedEx earlier that afternoon 


The 


ted reg 


students admit- 


ular decision this 


THE 


Jouns Hopkins News-LeTTrer 


NEWS & FEATURES 


Prospective student population sizeable in record admissions year 


year represent all 50 states 
and 51 different countries 
around the world. The aver- 
age combined SAT Critical 
Reading and Mathematics 
the 


decision admits was 1472. 


score among regular 


Safeline aims to cut sexual violence 


SAFELINE, rrom Al 
service with Hopkins Se- 
curity that will provide 
students with a SafeRide 
to Mercy Medical Center. 
They will have the option 
of being accompanied by a 
peer advocate or a trained 
professional. 

“Students can request a 
SafeRide by calling SafeLine, 
no questions asked, no inves- 
tigation filed/’ Aishwarya 
Rajagopalan, a member of 
Preventative Education and 
Empowerment for Peers 
(PEEPs), wrote in an email 
to The News-Letter. “This is 
to protect the privacy of stu- 
dents who have undergone 
trauma such as sexual as- 
sault, and to encourage them 
to feel comfortable seeking 
assistance.” 

The Hopkins Sexual As- 
sault Response Unit (GARU) 
also emphasized the confi- 
dentiality and ease of these 
new resources. 

“As a student, you do 
not need to give your name 
to receive these services,” 
senior Nassira Bougrab, co- 
director of SARU, wrote in 
an email to The News-Letter. 
“There will be no pressure to 
report an assault; you have 
the option of remaining 
completely anonymous.” 

Hopkins implemented 
SafeLine and SafeRide out 
of a growing need for the 
University to mobilize pro- 
fessional staff both to ascer- 
tain quantitative data on the 
status of sexual violence’ on 


campus as well as to provide 
follow-up services in a Capac- 
ity that some of the student 
groups on campus may not 
be equipped to do 

“We have SARU, which 
is a great group of students 
trained in 
and referral services; 
ever, the SafeLine is intended 
to funnel students who have 
been in touch with SARU for 
continued assistance, 


crisis response 


how- 


or to 
assist students who may not 
feel comfortable approach- 
ing a peer as of yet,” 
palan said. 

While student advocacy 
groups such as SARU and 
PEEPs are excellent at re- 
sponding to crisis situations 
and peer health concerns, 
these groups require ad- 
ditional support from the 
University administration 
in order to truly improve 
the quality of student life at 
Hopkins. 

“Sexual assault is a prob- 
lem that every college cam- 
pus faces,” Bougrab said. 
“Through the SafeLine, our 
school’s professional coun- 
selors can now become vis- 
ible advocates for survivors. 
We believe that the promo- 
tion of the SafeLine will raise 
awareness of sexual violence 
on campus and allow stu- 
dents to see that Hopkins is 
taking steps to support sur- 
vivors.” 

At present, one of the 
most common issues insti- 
tutions encounter when it 
comes to dealing with cases 


Rajago- 


of sexual assault is that sur- 
vivors do not come forward. 

“Our on-campus student 
groups, includ- 
ing SARU, A Place To Talk 
(APTT) and PEEPs, are all 
integral to disintegrating the 
towards 


advocacy 


' 


“culture of silence’ 
sexual assault by 
peer-to-peer education, em- 


offering, 


powerment and referral ser- 
vices,” Rajagopalan said. “1 
hope that now the SafeLine 
will also begin to combat 
that culture. While sexual 
assault inherently is a very 
personal issue, it is some- 
thing that people should not 
have to deal with alone, or in 
silence.” 


While the SafeLine can 


neither eliminate sexual as- | 


sault altogether nor elimi- 
nate the barriers associated 


with reporting cases, Rajago- | 


palan sees it as a critical step 
for the University. 

“At the very least, I be- 
lieve the SafeLine will help | 
to continue the conversation 
about sexual assault and re- 
lationship violence on cam- 
pus,” Rajagopalan said. “My 


ultimate hope for the Safe- | 
Line is that it will invite peo- 


ple to feel more comfortable 
seeking professional help, or 


even just taking advantage of | 


campus resources to unload 
some of the stress that can 
be caused by sexual assault. 
Once we are comfortable 
having this conversation at a 
university-wide level, I think 
that we can really see change 
mobilizing in this regard.” 


| munity 


The University has a 
need-blind admissions 
policy for U.S. citizens 


and permanent residents. 

“Students from the 
U.S.] were evaluated with- 
out regard to their ability 
to pay tuition,” Kim wrote. 

Of those admitted, 38 per- 
cent have been offered need- 
funding from 
exactly the 


based grant 
the University, 
same percentage as last year. 

Officials 
roll 300 
the freshman class enter- 
fall of 2013, up 


hope to en- 
students for 


ing in the 


from last year’s target of 
1,275. The University sig- 
nificantly overenrolled 
last year when 1,330 
students matriculated. 

At least a few admit- 


ted high school seniors 
were buoyed by the good 
news. Rebecca Brown, a 
senior at Taylor Allderd- 
ice High School in Pitts- 
burgh, was overjoyed. 

“It feels awesome to 
be admitted. Everyone | 
know who goes to Hop- 
kins is really nice, which 
is what made me apply, 
and having the chance 
to be a part of that com- 
now is. really 
cool,” she wrote in an 
email to The News-Letter. 

Her sense of relief was 


a result of no longer hav- 


ing to wait to hear back 
from elite universities. 

“T stressed all year over 
this process. The only 


| thing I was certain I really 


wanted was smart peers, 
so I ended up applying to 
a bunch of mostly competi- 
tive schools, which added 
another level of anxiety to 
the process. I’m glad I did it, 
though, because now I have 


| some good options like 


Hopkins,” Brown wrote. 

Jake Drobner, a senior 
at Dwight-Englewood 
School in Englewood, 
NJ. expressed a mixture 


of relief and disbeliet 
at the  near-conclusion 
of his college search. 


“Finishing the college 
admissions 
strange feeling because that 


huge 


process is a 
process has been a 
part of my life for so many 
years. I’m almost not sure 
what to do with myself ex- 
cept start preparing for the 
medical school admissions 
process (I'm only kidding 
— I'm ready to enjoy myself 
for a few years before | wor- 
ry about that)/” he wrote in 
an email to The News-Letter. 

Now the time 
when school  stu- 


comes 
high 


APRIL 4, 2013 


these schools. The most im- 
portant thing for me is to 
make sure that I feel com- 
fortable around the student 
body, because I know that 
all three schools have the 
academic opportunities 
and rigor that I want. I also 
want to get in touch with 
from my 
attend 
colleges now so I can hear 
their stories and compare 
their experiences to the 
ones that I'll probably have 
if I choose to attend that 
school,” Drobner wrote, 

[he overall acceptance 
rate last year was 17.74 per- 


students 
who 


high 


school those 


FILE PHOTO 


15.31 percent of applicants were admitted regular decision this year. 


dents have to make 
their own decisions. 

“To weigh my options 
I will definitely visit the 
top schools I got into, just 
to make sure I am making 
the right decision. I have 
a gut instinct of where I 
will go, but I don’t want to 
decide too quickly and po- 
tentially make the wrong 
choice, Brown wrote. 

Drobner was less 
sure about where 
he would — ultimately 
choose to  matriculate. 

“As of now, I’m in be- 
tween Cornell University, 
the University of Chicago 
and Hopkins. I’m definitely 
going to visit, and probably 
overnight, [at] all three of 


cent with an admitted class 
numbering 3,636. Of those, 
3,071 were admitted regu- 
lar decision and 557 were 
admitted early decision. 
The regular decision and 
early decision admission 
rates for the Class of 2016 
were 16.00 percent and 
38.00 percent, respectively. 

The University will 
report the overall accep- 
tance rate for the Class of 
2017 only once the uncer- 
tainty clears over whether 
or not any students will 
be taken off of the waitlist. 

The Office of Under- 
graduate Admissions does 
not usually disclose the 
number of applicants of- 
fered a spot on the waitlist. 


Presented by 


Ne johns hopkins 


Talking, Yelling 


and Silence 


Date: Monday, April 8 
Time: 8:00 p.m. | 


A Panel of Speakers, Featuring: 
Robert M. O’Neil 


Professor of Law Emeritus 
University Professor Emeritus 


A debate on the limits of free 


speech on college campuses. 


Location: Charles Commons Ballroom 
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“Do you paint, bake, or create? 
Showcase and sell your wears at 


Student Entrepreneur Alley & Market. 


Alumni Weekend 2013 


Saturday, April 27 
9:00 am-1:00 pm 


Sell arts, crafts, baked goods and other wears. 
We provide booths and tables, you provide the items for sale, | 


you keep the proceeds. 
All entrepreneurial Hopkins students are invited to apply! | 


For more information, email reuion@jhu.edu or visit 
http://tinyurl.com/StudentAlley 


,a casual, warm space in the Space 
Teleseap ae overlooking Wyman Park. 
PV Zohice lami em ol-1ai-vei ax~14 0] ple om alesiaxe! ells} (e)akwrol ae! 
Halc-1ce|kxel] 0) [fale |avmel(o] (eye le(-me) aacomjale]«-iell aal-ro] 
Vida ie Maal-lavonn @) au aal-l-iacolameriige)are)aai-imrel are! 
ydollo)c-maal-)[ ance) a remelmelel lop di-ry 


Located across from Bloomberg, 
PV Zolice lame ni-ieelaallate 
ofetitfalelico)amre)mrenel-ii(el(eler: 
fofatemat-Yelitanmielalear 


azajran 


3700 San Martin Drive 


phone: 410 338 4757 
Vi7-) OMAN TAWA Ae@elisveydelicelanely. 


A6 


Tue JoHNS Hopkins NEws-Letrer 


APRIL 4, 2013 


NEWS & FEATURES 


Bremer: Iraqi constitution is “unprecedented” Candidates advocate for 
continued transparency 


Both tickets agree on publicizing SGAs budget 


BREMER, rrom Al 
politics is that they are 
black and white, and grey 
is color of compromise and 
compromise is the essence 
of democracy,” 
said. ; 

Bremer served in a Unit- 
ed States foreign policy 
role for 40 years and held 
prestigious positions such 
as Chairman of the Biparti- 
san National Commission 
on Terrorism, Special As- 
sistant to six Secretaries of 
State, and Chief of Staff to 
Henry Kissinger. In 2003, 
President George Bush 
encharged Bremer with 
heading Iraq's political and 
economical reconstruction. 
Bush awarded Bremer the 
Presidential Medal of Free- 
dom, one of the nation’s 
highest honors, in 2004. 


Bremer 


In his discussion of 
Middle Eastern politics, he 
emphasized the privileges 
of the ruling class and the 
lack of civil rights and eco- 
nomic opportunities for 
common citizens. 

While Bremer was in 
Iraq, the country was 
transformed quickly - es- 
pecially with the demise of 
Saddam Hussein and his 
regime. 

“The collapse of the 
dictatorship in Iraq was 
the most abrupt, dramatic 
change of government of a 
dictatorship, anywhere in 
the world, in decades...and 
that had real consequences 
for us,” Bremer said. 

The United States gov- 
ernment had the respon- 
sibility of securing Iraq, 
stabilizing the Iraqi gov- 


VEL, SGA ready for 
upcoming appeal trial 


VOICE FOR LIFE, From Al 
ideas by members of the 
academic community”. 

With the Voice For Life v. 
JHU SGA trial approaching, 
theSGA Executive board has 
issued the following state- 
ment: “We are currently en- 
gaged with the SGA Judicia- 
ry Committee to determine 
whether or not the SGA was 
right in its denial of club sta- 
tus to the proposed group 
Voice For Life. We stand 
by this student-led pro- 
cess and await the results.” 

Kyra Toomre, co-Coun- 
selor representing SGA in 
the trial, declined to com- 
ment on the OIE’s decision. 

“We cannot make any 
comments beyond what 
we submitted to The News- 
Letter and what we JHU 
Broadcasted because each 


one of us is an individual | 


and we cannot comment for 
all of SGA,” Toomre said. 


Guernsey applaud- 
ed the OIJE’s ruling on 
sidewalk counseling. 


“This was all merely a 
pretext for SGA’s desperate 
attempts to prevent pro-life 
voices from being heard on 
campus, but Voice for Life 
is hopeful that the SGA Ju- 
diciary will finally do the 
right thing, and follow the 
Office of Institutional Eq- 
uity’s lead to enforce Johns 
Hopkins’ institutional com- 
mitment to free speech,” 
Guernsey wrote in an 
email to The News-Letter. 

Junior Schaefer White- 
aker will act as Provisional 
Chief Justice of the SGA 
Judiciary Committee in the 
Voice for Life vs. SGA trial. 


CATHERINE GUENTHER/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 
Paul Bremer addressed a lively crowd in Hodson Hall last night. 


ernment, and iraqi econo- 
my. Bremer spearheaded 
Iraq’s economic recovery 


| and governmental restruc- 
| turing. Before going into 


the details of these impor- 
tant repairs, he comment- 
ed on the state of Iraq upon 


| his arrival. 


| 


“Saddam modeled his 
Ba‘ath Party.... on Adolf 
Hitler’s Nazi party. Why? 
Because he admired the 
way in which Adolf Hit- 
ler was able to use the po- 
litical party to control the 
people,” Bremer said. 

One of the most impor- 
tant roles Bremer played 
in Iraq was overseeing the 
creation of the new Iraqi 
constitution. 

“They drafted a re- 
markable document. The 
constitution...is still to- 


| day the most liberal, pro- 


gressive constitution any- 
where in the Arab world... 
that constitution has a 
remarkable bill of rights, 
unprecedented anywhere 
in the Arab world...sec- 
ondly, that constitution es- 
tablishes a balance in gov- 
ernment...and finally, the 
constitution establishes 


the rule of law, and not the 
rule of one man,” Bremer 
said. 

At the end of his lec- 
ture, Bremer concluded by 


SGA, FROM Al 

pre ssident of the school. 

‘Yve been thinking 
about running for a w rhile 
now and just needed the 
right group of people to 
run with,” he said. “We fi- 
nalized the this last week 


| and our positions fell into 


| gained 


discussing and analyzing | 
President Obama’s role in | 


the state of Iraq. 

“When he came into of- 
fice, he inherited an Iraq 
that was moving towards 
normality and which had 
become a model for the 
Arab world... Since then, 
unfortunately, the US gov- 
ernment has not followed 
up... by pulling our troops 
out,” Bremer said. 

He proceeded to express 
his concerns about 
policy shift of the Obama 
administration- _ particu- 
larly the removal of troops 


from troubled nations in | 


which the United States is 
involved. 

“Tt cannot be in Amer- 
ica’s interest, or in the 
world’s interest to have 
the world’s most power- 
ful country to withdraw 
from the world’s most tur- 
bulent region. And that 
is something I feel we 
all need to think about,” 
Bremer said. 


the | 


place naturally.” 
Schupper, 
experience 


has 
cur- 


who 


rently serving as Executive 
Vice President of SGA, has 
also been involved with 
many student initiatives, 
including the Dining Se- 
lection Committee, TaxiS- 
hare, Sophomore Splash 
and Nest Fest. 

Toomre explained the 
platform of the ticket. 

“Our main initiatives 
are to increase school 
spirit, bring more student 
services to the commu- 
nity and to reconnect the 
students and the student 
government,” Toomre 
said. 

With a new dining con- 
tract enacted, his ticket also 
hopes to work with Hous- 
ing and Dining to create 
new dining programs and 
events for students. He also 
wants to bring in nutrition- 
ists to discuss healthy food 
options for Hopkins busy 
student body. 

“Having a dining ven- 
dor that promotes sustain- 
able and healthy living 
and eating I think is very 
important for the student 
body,” Schupper said. 

Both Anovick and 
Whiteaker have stated that 
they plan to publicize the 
SGA budget online. 

“T want to ensure trans- 
parency in the Treasury 


section,” Whiteaker said. 

Gorman, who now 
serves as a senator for the 
junior class on SGA, shared 
some of the changes that 
Anovick’s ticket plans to 
implement. 

“T would petition to 
school raise money for the 
Student Activities Com- 
mission since the number 
of groups Hopkins has 
increases every year,” he 
shared. “I also want to 
make SGA statements pub- 
licly available and finally, 
finance rain ponchos in the 
library.” 

Gorman’s practical ad- 
vances are accompanied 
by D’Annibale’s ideas for 
bettering the school com- 
munity. 

“1 would like to im- 
prove tailgates and make 
them more interactive with 
a beer garden and _bet- 
ter food options,” he ex- 
plained. “Also, we would 
like to implement exam 
blackout dates and push 
back the pass/fail dead- 
line.” 

These initiatives would 
require an efficient and 
coordinated response 
from the entirety of SGA, 
a reality Anovick recog- 
nizes and has honed in 
on. 

“Improving function 
of the committees is top 
priority,” he said. “SGA 
is only as functional as its 
committees and the weak- 
est link defines the whole 
chain. We need better 
ideas and communication 
so that better ideas come 
to the floor. I think there 
been a lack of committee 
accountability.” 


Are you a leader? Do you enjoy working closely with your peers? 
Are you available starting Friday May 24th through Monday, August 5th, 2013? 


If the ; answer is YES, then we have the job for you! The Summne Resident Advisor Position 
is a unique and rewarding experience. You are able to plan events and enhance the | 
on-campus living experience for other students. 


_ Being an RA requires leadership, organization, and the ability to moive your 
peers. The purpose of having the summer RA position is to build and SUPPOts. 
a positive community for Hopkin’s summer SESS. 


Think you have what it takes? va ween x 


, ; For m more information and to dow 


gece should be e-mailed te ° - 
-confirmation@hd jhu.edu | 
by Monday, April 15. 
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» CAROLINA LIAR 


MAGIC MAN 


‘April ae 7" pm door’sral+.8- Pie Siw 
missaemtix.com | $15 students | $28 public 


Housing 2013 


| Taking summer classes... doing an internship or research? 
The Wolman Housing Office offers summer housing to full-time Hopkins undergraduate 
students and visiting students who are affiliated with JHU over the summer! 


When: Sunday voy 26th - Saturday, August 3rd 


- Where: Wolman Hall - sth, 6th, and 7th floors (west) and 
Charles Commons (Charles Bldg) 


How to apply: Visit www. nyu. edu/hds: and oni 
SUMMER HOUSING (under Housing News) 
_ Summer meal plans are also available 


-, Pace is limited, so apply early! 
; oes -Formore information please 
Biteo s - ote A016 67960 orem: gpfirmationg jh edu 
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The next generation of COLUMNS is here. This is the place for restaurants, fashion, fitness, cooking, relationships, lifestyle and trends 


Shakespeare busting rhymes, Grumpy Cat, The Dark Lord and Saturn 


bre Shakespeare Lyrics 29 Mar 
eae Which individual takes residence within thy sub-aquatic pineapple 
> fruit? Sponge Robert Square Pantaloons. 
Things I wonder about Spongebob Squarepants 
1) If Spongebob is a sea sponge, why does he look like a kitchen sponge? 
2) Why does Gary the Snail meow? 
3) Why does Spongebob live in a Pineapple? Maybe he just likes the smell. 
4) Why does he laugh like a maimed dolphin? 
5) Is Squidward Tentacles a squid or an octopus? Maybe he’s neither — he only has 4 legs. A quadrapus? 
6) Why do people go to the Krusty Krab? Krusty sounds like a receipe for a failed health inspection. 
A Grumpy Cat 29 Mar 


Just for the record, cats dont actually like it when you raise them in 
*—) the air and sing the Lion King song... 


It’s true — when Simba is lifted into the air by Rafiki, he looks like a wrinkled old man who just spotted a teenager 
on a skateboard, or in other words, a grumpy cat. Also, lifting your pet into the air in true Lion King fashion must 
hurt your arms. Lion King-ing is the new planking, and it doesn’t count if you don’t sing the song. I know there aren’t 


lyrics, but there are noises, and I know you all know these noises by heart. 


The Dark Lord 
‘Happy Easter’ is a TT. So when | rise from the apparent dead 
everyone gets alllll upset but when Jesus does it it’s a holiday? 


Muggles 


Lan RAtal FAD 


You-Know-Who owns Twitterverse, and because he does what he does so well, I’m not even ashamed to admit I’m 
one of his followers. Don’t believe me? Check the dark mark on my forearm. Check it. That’s right, I’m a BAMFED 
(bad-a$$-mother-f@$% &#-eater-of-death.) 


| Hide photo 


Have you ever heard of the planet Saturn? It has a ring to it. But this ring is a little too big for Beyoncé’s finger... 


™ Amazing Pictures! 
SS if Saturn was where the moon 
pic.twitter.com/IhwJbA39c1 

# Reply t2 Retweet *& Favorite *** Nore 


is, this is what our sky would look like: 


ay hAcr 
ws Toca 


Twitter is over capacity. 


Hannah Decatur 
Tweets of the Week 


This weekly column features 
some of the top posts around 
the Twitter realm that deal 
with the week’s top stories in 
sports, politics, pop culture 
and all things news. 


AskMant addresses 


ear AskMani, 

I just met 

this guy and 

he wants to 

hang out but 

I’m not comfortable, what 

should I say? Sincerely, On 
Edge 

Dear 


On Edge, You 


| should be polite and hon- 


it. Also in the long run, 
if you keep putting up a 
facade, will you truly be 
happy? 


Dear AskMani, Would 
it hurt or benefit me to tell 


| this guy that I like him? 


Sincerely, Independent 
Woman 
Dear Independent 


| Woman, I asked some of 


my male friends and they 
said it really depends on 
what kind of guy he is. 
If he’s a hardcore manly 
man you should hint at it 
with body language but if 
he’s more in tune with his 
emotions then you should 
tell him verbally. Good 
luck! 


Dear AskMani, I’m ex- 
periencing some self-im- 


crushes, self image 


age problems. I know that I 
should love myself but I’m 
not sure how. Thoughts? 
Sincerely, Blind Beauty 
Dear Blind Beauty, I 
think you should try to ex- 
pose yourself to different 
types of beauty and learn 
more about other cultures. 
It can be hard to love your- 


| est with self when 
him. If y H you're sur- 
don’ feel AskMani rounded 
like doing ; 3 by one 
something Advice Columnist sre of 
then it’s beauty. As 
not worth you learn 


about other cultures, you 
will begin to see that beau- 
ty is subjective and it real- 
ly does come from within. 


Dear AskMani, Why 
do bad things happen to 
good people? Sincerely, 
World-weary 

Dear World-weary, 
While I’m not sure exactly 
why bad things happen to 
good people, I do know 
that everyone, good and 
bad, experiences trials. 
In the end, the lessons 
learned help to make us 
better people. Good peo- 
ple are not perfect and 
can be always be better so 
think of it that way. 


Make sure you email 
any questions to just.ask. 
mani@gmail.com! 


Daft Punk rises to Random(ly) Access Memory of the glory days 


he robots are re- 
turning. 

On May 
20th, legendary 
electronic music 

duo Daft Punk will release 
Random Access Memories, 
their first studio album in 
eight years. This is a big 
deal. 

Daft Punk is Thomas 
Bangalter and Guy-Man- 
uel de Homem-Christo, 
two French producer/DJs 
who met in 1987 at their 
Paris high school. From 
the start, they were differ- 
ent from their peers. Their 
sound combined elements 
of house, techno, happy 
hardcore, acid house and 
synth pop, resulting in 
music that literally sound- 
ed like nothing else. Their 
artistic vision, too, was in- 
novative, as they worked 
auteur eccentrics like 
Spike Jonze and Michel 
Gondry to create music 
videos that, while totally 
different from each other, 
resulted in an unmis- 
takable brand of weird. 
Their first hits, “Da Funk” 
and “Around the World” 
(Homework, 1997) broke 
free of rave subculture 
and introduced a genera- 
tion to electronic music. 

- The duo's next release, 
Discovery (2001), took 
an abrupt stylistic turn 


to sampling and poppy 
synths, alienating some 
fans who were squarely 
rooted in the underground 
sectors of electronic music 
at the time. But for each 
fan who turned up their 


‘nose, hundreds jumped on 


the —_ band- 
wagon. The 
album’s lead 
single “One 
More Time” 


group’s third album, Ayw- 
man After All, was a major 
departure from the sugary 
Discovery. Songs were re- 
petitive, industrial and dif- 
ficult to dance to. But the 
album, for all its criticism, 
still produced important 
electronic 
tracks, like 
the _infec- 
tious “Tech- 
nologic” 


became and the 
an ubiqui- pound- 
tous global ing “Robot 
smash hit, Rock.” 

and was In 2006- 
quickly fol- jaf Us 07, Daft 
lowed b . Punk em- 
riarder, NicholasDePaul jerkca “on 
Better, Fast- i only _ their 
er, Stronger” Voi ce ft rom the second 
and “Digital tour, Alive 
Love.” The Underground 2006/2007. 
entire al- This column engages They were 
bum was ___ political, cultural and world  fa- 
turned into philosophical issues mous for 
a feature __‘ through provocative and _ their music, 
length, dia- occasionally radical but no one 
logue free argument. knew much 
animated about the 
film, /nfer- men behind 


stella 555; The Story of the 
Secret Star System, expand- 
ing Daft Punk’s artistic vi- 
sion even further. The al- 
bum and movie are widely 
hailed as genius works 
of art and cultural touch- 
stones. 

In typical fashion, the 


it, and the electronic music 
would was buzzing in an- 
ticipation. Their first gig at 
the Coachella Festival (In- 
dio, CA) changed the tra- 
jectory of both the genre 
and live performance for- 
ever. 


Imagine: thirty thou- 


sand people are packed 
into a massive tent, the 
dance stage of the festival. . 
Though night has fallen, 
the temperature still sits 
in the mid eighties. A dark 
curtain covers the stage. 
The lights go down, and 


they became legendary. 
And then, nothing. Sure, 
the now unmistakable ro- 
bots popped up from time 
to time, contributing to 
the DJ Hero videogame se- 
ries, scoring Disney’s von: 
Legacy and making a sur- 


the cur- prise. ap- 
tain ris- pearance 
es. “HU- at the 
MAN Gram- 
ROBOT mys with 
HUF Kanye 
MAN West 

ROBOT.” Drvdat ct 
Le Punk 

crowd Thy oe 
goes ut- Brand 
terly in- wa °s 
sane. Be- in full 
fore them swing, 
stands but Daft 
a forty- Pouce: 
foot tall The Band 
pyramid Daft Punk's newly released RAM cover art. was no- 
of light, where to 


surrounded by a massive 
web of flashing strobes and 
colored light bars. In the 
pyramid stand two oth- 
erworldly beings wearing 
black leather jumpsuits and 
metallic robot heads. For 
the next two hours, these 
two aliens mix an endless 
stream of sonic perfection, 
accompanied by the best 
light show of all time. The 
Internet nearly broke the 
next day. Daft Punk was 
famous already. That night, 


be found. Each year, ru- 
mors would surface: They 
were booked to play any 
number of major festivals 
or they were going to DJ 
on New Years Eve from the 
Eiffel Tower. Still, nothing. 

And then, out of the 
blue, they were back. Two 
15 second clips of new mu- 
sic have aired during Sat- 
urday Night Live, and the 
new album has been put 
up for presale on iTunes 
(without a track listing). 


The album features at 
least disco pioneer Nile 
Rodgers (founder of Chic) 
and Animal Collective 
drummer Panda Bear. 
From the two short clips, 
it’s clear the Daft Punk 
sound is still intact: those 
synthesized alien voices, 
squawking a sermon from 
light years away over a 
perfect jumble of sampled 
guitars and looping ana- 
log drums. 

Since Alive, electronic 
music has entered the 
mainstream _ conscious- 
ness. The Top 40 has been 
overrun with synthesized 
beats, and everyone and 
their mother is rushing to 
fist pump the night away 
to. commercialized, un- 
original pop techno (look 
no further than “Levels” 
for an example of this 
stale garbage). Does this 
describe you? Turn the 
Swedish House Mafia off 
for one second, and listen 
to Discovery all the way 
through. 

Daft Punk, through 
tireless pursuit of innova- 
tion and artistic original- 
ity, created an industry 
that cares little about such 
things. Now, they are re- 
turning to remind every- 
one why we puny humans 
are powerless at the feet of 
our robot masters, 
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Ms. Frizale’s felony and other 90s anomalies How to cure your incessant 
comedy improv craving 


ts no that 


those of us born in 


secret 


the 90s are some of 

the luckiest people 

around. We got to ex- 
perience the greatest trends 
in fashion, music and, most 
definitely,  telev ision In 
retrospect, howey er, there 
were tons of ambiguities 
in the cartoons and sitcoms 
that we hold so dear to our 
hearts. Here are ten ques- 
tions from the shows of our 
childhoods that may never 
be answered: 

|. How did SpongeBob 
light fires underwater? 

A pineapple under the 
sea? Sounds legit; Sponge- 
Bob had tons of stuff in 
his house that could have 
weighed it down and pre- 
vented it from floating. A 
squirrel under the 
Tree Dome, duh. A camp- 
fire under the sea? Nickel- 
odeon is going to need a 
good explanation for that 
one. 

2. What 
wearing? 

“Hey Arnold!” was my 
favorite cartoon growing 
up, but I was always dis- 
tracted by the ambiguity 
of Arnold’s outfit: was he 
wearing a shirt or a kilt? 
Baggy clothes were all the 
rage in the 90s, but were 
the show’s creators try- 
ing to make traditional 
Scottish garb the next big 
thing, too? 

3. Why was Pluto infe- 
rior to the others? 

Pluto was a member 
of Walt Disney’s Big Five, 
along with Mickey and 
Minnie Mouse, Goofy and 
Donald Duck; however, 
Pluto was the only animal 
of this group to not be an- 
thropomorphic, and was 
actually Mickey’s pet. So 
what made Pluto different 
if he was an animal, too? 
Just like the former planet 
that shares his name, Plu- 
to clearly drew the short 
stick. 

4. What was Him? 

Him, the villain from 
“The Powerpuff Girls,” 
was undoubtedly one of 
the most disturbing crea- 
tures of children’s pro- 
gramming. Whoever cre- 
ated him clearly knew the 
formula for creepiness: 
take a voice that alter- 
nates between an echoing 
falsetto and a spine-tin- 
gling snarl, add a hatred 
for happiness, and put it 
in the body of a — wait, 


sea? 


Arnold 


was 


what was Him anyways? 
A satanic lobster? An evil 
transgendered clown? Re- 
gardless, it was obvious 
that Him was the creepiest 
cartoon creature around. 
5. Who was watching 
Tommy and the gang? 
Nothing was more 
adorable than watching 


COURTESY OF OLD SCHOOL NICKELODEON VIA FANPOP 
Our favorite football-headed cartoon character (Hey Arnold/) has some serious fashion choice explaining to do. 


maybe the future looked 
the way it did because her 
visions considered the fact 
that she would try to pre- 
vent them — so if Raven 
hadn't constantly tried to 
prevent the futures she 
foresaw, she would have 
foreseen more pleasant fu- 
tures, right? 


the “Ru- 7. Should 
grats” ba- Kel have got- 
bies go on Keryce Chelsi ten _profes- 
adventures, sional help? 

mispro- Kel, from 
nouncing Henry “Kenan & 
words the Kel,” was 
whole way, The 10s known for 


but was no 
one con- 
cerned that they had no 


adult supervision? Not 
once were the _ babies 
interrupted for diaper 


changes, snacks or nap- 
time. It’s hard to believe 
there was that much 
neglect in the Pickles’ 
household, though - — 
maybe there’s some truth 
to the conspiracy that the 
babies were actually fig- 
ments of Angelica’s imag- 
ination. 

6. Why did Raven al- 
ways try to prevent the fu- 
ture from happening? 

The whole point of Ra- 
ven Baxter’s visions in 
“That’s So Raven” was that 
they were inevitable; still, 
she would try to prevent 
her visions from becom- 
ing actualized if she didn’t 
like what she saw. But 


his obsession 

with orange 
soda. Although his reac- 
tion to the beverage was 
entertaining, it was also a 
little alarming. I mean, Kel 
would do anything for or- 
ange soda — sounds like 
a serious addiction to me. 
And, who knows, ,what if 
orangeoda is a gateway to 
worse things, like Coke? Or 
coke? 

8. Did Ms. Frizzle’s 
class get consent forms for 
all those trips? 

1 distinctly remem- 
ber having to get consent 
forms signed by my par- 
ents before I could go on 
a field trip in elementary 
school. On “The Magic 
School Bus,” however, Ms. 
Frizzle’s third grade class 
was always going on spon- 
taneous adventures, more 
than likely without the 


students’ parents know- 
ing. Doesn't that mean the 
Friz was technically kid- 
napping her students? 

9. Where was the trans- 
parency in “The Fresh 
Prince of Bel-Air”? 

Fresh Prince was. the 
flawless victory of 90s sit- 


coms: it had family, comedy, | 
fashion and, of course, Will | 


Smith. One thing it lacked, 
however, was _ transpar- 


ency. At the beginning of | 


the fourth season, we were 
welcomed by some impos- 
tor claiming to be Aunt Viv 
when the show switched 
actresses without notice. By 
the next season, baby Nicky 
was five years old, and no 
one even acknowledged his 


miraculous growth spurt. | 


Couldn’t we at least have 
gotten a couple explana- 
tions? 

10. Will Cartoon Net- 
work be responsible for 
paying for my therapy? 

One night back in the 
early 2000s, I stumbled 
across “Courage the Cow- 
ardly Dog,” figuring any 
show with a pink puppy 
couldn’t do much harm. 
Fast forward thirteen years 
and I still have the occa- 
sional nightmare about a 


| 


menacing figure surround- | 
ed by fog and saying, “Re- | 


turn the slab.” The show’s 
eeriness was addictive, and 


I'm pretty sure I'm a little | 


messed up psychologically 
because of it. 


t's Friday night. You 
are home, sitting on 
your couch (or your 
bed, or the floor or 
your sweet 
bean bag chair or, fine, 
maybe you are just stand- 
ing). Your eyes are glazed 
over, as if two tiny blan- 
kets have tucked in your 
pupils for a long night's 
rest. It has been months 
since you have smiled. 
Your ab muscles have 
grown weak and flabby 
from going long periods 
without laughing. A dust 
bunny floats across the 
floor in front of you, and 
you wonder if your life is 
meaningless. 

HAS THIS EVER HAP- 
PENED TO YOU?!2!?!2!!2? 

There’s a better way! 
Baltimore is host to a bar- 
rel of laughs that camps 
out inconspicuously in the 


super 


wanted to be weird and 
annoying, you could even 
reach your hand out from 
the first row and touch 
the knees of the troupe 
members in front of you. 
Improv is an art form best 
executed in miniature 
spaces. A sense of comrad- 
ery is forged between the 
actors and the audience 
members, as if everyone is 
sitting in a snuggly living 
room together, swapping 
jokes. That is, if snuggly 
living rooms had enor- 
mous, technicolor murals 
splashed across the back 
wall like the Strand does. 
While every improv 
team at BIG is impressive, 
I would especially recom- 
mend both Gus and Plan 
B. These two troupes are 
small in number of mem- 
bers and perform a type of 
improv called “long-form” 


Strand (basi- 
Theater. a - cally, ex- 
it 2 Jennifer Diamond tencec 
real bar- stor if 
el, y H telling). 
sor Laugh at] niSse Miran 
course groups 
iP 4 OP be, are  en- 
crazy! ergetic, 
Laughs don’t come from unique and made up of 
barrels — laughs come performers who seem to be 


from people! And there are 
plenty of hilarious people 
just waiting to amuse you 
in this cozy venue. Who 
are these hilarious people? 
Why, they’re members of 
Baltimore Improv Group! 
But when do they perform? 
And is it expensive?! Wow, 
you have a lot of questions! 
Most Friday nights you can 
find them serving up com- 
edy in all sorts of improvi- 
sational formats for a cheap 
student price. While DC or 
New York may be havens 
for up and coming humor- 
ists, Baltimore manages to 
provide a little slice of the 
comedic pie to its residents. 
Baltimore Improv Group 
— or BIG — is home to a 
myriad of troupes, mean- 


| ing that any one night will 


present entirely different 
performers from the next 
week’s show. 

The Strand Theater, one 
of the main BIG perfor- 
mances spaces, is intimate 
to say the least. There are 
about four short rows of 
seats and a stage that feels 
crowded by more than 
five improvisors. If you 


genuinely having fun with 
one another. 

Hats off to anyone per- 
forming comedy in Balti- 
more, a city whose humor 
scene shrinks in compari- 
son to DC or New York. 
Thank you to these brave 
BIG pioneers for proving 
that Charm City residents 
appreciate silly things 
too. 

If you go to see a show at 
BIG and feel inspired to take 
part in this small but vibrant 
comedic community, they 
do offer improv classes dur- 
ing the summer and school 
year. Try your hand at the 
ol’ make ‘em ups and may- 
be one day audition for one 
of their troupes yourself. 
Check out their website at 
http://www.bigimprov.org/ 
and sign up for anything 
from absolute beginner ses- 
sions to advanced long-form 
instruction. 

Don’t find yourself alone 
and/or boring and/or a 
lame-o on Friday nights. 
Support local comedy and 
enjoy fun times with BIG. 
Make your ab muscles 
strong again. 


Sans honey mustard, Potbelly’s turns the hungry masses into ... well, potbellies 


Ithough Pot- 

belly has al- 

ready been 

getting suf- 

ficient atten- 
tion with its opening week, 
we thought we'd head into 
the new sandwich shop on 
St. Paul’s to check out the 
food behind the balloons. 
Staff, wearing tie dye shirts 
and smiles, welcomed us 
into the swarming crowds 
of customers and guided 
us to the long line. We 
joined the herd and looked 
up at the menu — which 
includes originals, skin- 


nies, salads, soup/chili, 
desserts and extras. Since 
committing ourselves 


to this article. we have 
tried: (drum roll please) A 
Wreck, roast beef, Italian, 
Mediterranean, T-K-Y and 
a mushroom melt. We've 
tried the broccoli cheddar 
and southwestern chicken 
soup. And also the choco- 
late chocolate milkshake 
and sugar cookie. Need- 
less to say, we were pretty 
determined to get the full 
Potbelly experience. 

The subs are pretty 
straightforward and true 
to their description on the 
menu. It is up to you, the 
Potbelly-er, to decide how 
you want to put your own 
personal twist on it. You 
decide between white or 
wheat, and also between 
a number of toppings in- 
cluding mayo, mustard, 
hot peppers (they’re fairly 


famous for these), lettuce, 
onion, tomato, pickle, oil 
and/or italian seasoning. 
You're also given the op- 
tion to add bacon, mush- 
rooms, cheese, extra meat 
or double meat. So, we 


by the hot peppers — so 
definitely consider add- 
ing these. The pickle also 
provides a nice tang to any 
sandwich (note: if you are 
just craving a pickle, order 
a huge one for a dollar, it’s 


highly recommend you a great deal). Although 
give your there : 
ti H a 00 

eee Georgina RUPP eacciicn 
bit of of  top- 
thous and Pulbones 
before essentia 
gine Alexandra si,“ 

] missing 
= u , ri Barbera is honey 
aw k - es Sri mustard, 
wardly Seer W hich 
waedly Delicious Dishing: ** a 
the drink provide 
selection The PhenomeNOMS a_ subtle 
while la- sweet fla- 


crosse players use their 
agility to sneak by you. 
First you must approach 
the counter and declare 
the backbone of your 
sandwich (from the origi- 
nals or skinny portion of 
the menu). Then you shuf- 
fle past the chips (we rec- 
ommend Zappo’s Salt and 
Vinegar) and arrive at the 
toppings station. Here, we 
highly suggest you don't 
stint with the add-ons. 
The sandwiches. have 
quality bread, meat and 
cheese that make a good 
and reliable sandwich, but 
for a little bit more flavor 


you need to be creative. 


with the toppings. If you're 
into spice, devotees swear 


vor, much less dominating 
than typical deli mustard. 

The T-K-Y, a less-bread- 
less-meat-less-cheese take 
on the regular turkey 
breast sandwich, and the 
Mediterranean, a hum- 
mus and veggies combo 
(with the option to add 
grilled chicken) were sol- 
id options, but neither of 
us were blown away. Pot- 
belly’s biggest strength, 
we decided, is its reli- 
ability. These two sand- 
wiches were satisfactory 
and satisfying, yet the fla- 
vors were nothing spe- 
cial. (Side note: the “zippy 
hummus” in the Mediter- 
ranean is spicy! It tasted 
similar to a roasted red 


pepper Sabra with more 
of a bite). We added lettuce 
and tomato as toppings, 
which we recommend, to 
our T-K-Y. Without condi- 
ments though, the T-K-Y 
was pretty dry. Neither of 
us are mayo fans, and we 
turned down the mustard 
option when we learned it 
was yellow deli mustard. 
We're not generally too 
picky, but we were craving 
that honey mustard! 

After our many visits 
and great deliberation, we 
formulated our ideal Pot- 
belly meal: broccoli ched- 
dar soup, A Wreck and a 
sugar cookie. A Wreck is 
so good for meat lovers. 


(Any freshmen trying to 
avoid the FFC on Meat- 
less Mondays??) The new 
Buffalo Chicken sandwich 
has also gotten amazing 
reviews, so definitely con- 
sider giving that a try as 
well! 

Even if you're not crav- 
ing a meal like we al- 
ways are, visit Potbelly to 
check out some Hopkins 
archives and learn about 
the history of the chain! 
In addition to the typical 
Potbelly decor necessities 
(the “Ya Gotta Get It Hot” 
sign and the antique Pot- 
belly stove), this location 
is adorned with old photo- 
graphs of Hopkins teams. 


These wall hangings lend 
the sandwich shop a fa- 
miliar and comfortable 
feel and suggest that it 
has been in this place for 
a long time. Potbelly does 
indeed value its history 
and still greatly values its 
beginnings as a quiet an- 
tique store in Chicago, IL. 
Today, the St. Paul location 
marks the 303rd Potbelly 
location in the U.S. As its 
other claim to fame, Pot- 
belly boasts the largest 
antique stove collection in 
the world! 

So there you have it! 
A taste of history and de- 
liciousness — all within 
reach on St. Paul Street! 


_ COURTESY OF GEORGINA RUPP AND ALEXANDRA BARBERA 
Potbelly's casual collegetown vibe brings satisfaction to the table and the goofy side out in all of us. 
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Editorial 


SGA Election Endorsements 


Every year, after reviewing the plat- 
forms and conducting interviews of each 
candidate running for SGA Executive 
Board, The News-Letter Editorial Board 
determines which candidates to endorse. 
The Editorial Board chooses to endorse 
the candidates that best suit the position, 
provide the most relevant experience and 
demonstrate a plan for achieving success 
and enacting change. 

Of the candidates, there are two groups 
running as tickets and one independent 
candidate running for Vice President (junior 
Alex Pressman). The first ticket is made up 
of junior Merrill Anovick, sophomore Janice 
Bonsu, junior Dylan Gorman and sophomore 
Rob D’Annibale. On the second ticket are ju- 
niors Alex Schupper, Makesi Paul, Schaefer 
Whiteaker and freshman Kyra Toomre. 

In the interviews performed, The News- 
Letter was concerned by the amount of 
criticism many of the candidates levied at 
the current SGA leadership. The first tick- 
et was particularly adamant in express- 
ing dissatisfaction with the way in which 
SGA has been run. Among their chief 
complaints, the group cited the lack of a 
mentorship program as a major failure on 
the part of the Executive leadership. 

While the second ticket admittedly 
agreed with many of these failings, they 
also highlighted the way in which some- 
where around 80 percent of the SGA staff 
were new members. Simply put, the men- 
torship program was not possible with so 
few experienced leaders to teach the new 
members of the group. 

Both tickets seem quite polarized, 
which has been a recurring problem over 
the past few years. The Anovick ticket 
maintains a negative attitude of this year’s 
SGA, which in some ways has come to 
define their candidacy. Separately, the 
Anovick ticket seems to focus predomi- 
nantly on issues within the SGA, while the 
Schupper ticket seems to be more student- 
oriented. Both tickets expressed impres- 
sive ideas, but each one lacked important 
issues that the other addressed. The News 
Letter believes that there should be a better 
balance between the two platforms, which 
is why we feel the student body would 
be best served if it elected members from 
both tickets to create a coalition. 


SGA Executive President 


Besides leading the executive board, 
the role of the president is to act as a liai- 
son between the student body and the ad- 
ministration. Both Anovick and Schupper 
have a strong history of SGA experience. 
Anovick served as Freshman and Sopho- 
more Class President for his year. He was 
elected Junior Class President but gave up 
the position at the beginning of the year in 
order to take a job working for Google. At 
present, Schupper is the Vice President of 
the SGA Executive Board. 

The Editorial Board finds that both can- 
didates possess a strong platform and a 
wealth of ideas to apply for the next year. 
This year, Schupper has worked hard on, 
many dining changes to come into effect 
at the beginning of next year, spending his 
winter break reading 1,200 pages of dining 
proposals, visiting different schools’ din- 
ing halls and interviewing with potential 
candidates in the service of enhancing the 
Hopkins dining experience. Schupper’s 
platform also proposes giving each student 
100 pages of free printing—a $6 value, but 
something he feels will be useful. The Edi- 
torial Board appreciates Schupper’s atten- 
tion to detail and his willingness to work 
closely with the student body. 

Anovick, on the other hand, believes in 
the importance of maintaining and devel- 
oping connections with the administra- 
tion. The News-Letter applauds this concept, 
along with his platform's recommended 
revision of Fall Fest, and its expansion of 
point-to-point shuttle service on weekdays, 
among many other initiatives . 

However, the key issue in dividing the 


’ two candidates is the idea of a referendum 


on the SGA’s constitution. Schupper be- 
lieves that there ought to be a set criteria 
to determine whether a group can be de- 
nied or approved. He also hopes to amend 
the constitution’s mandated 15 percent 
of the student body ired to set up a 
referendum. In this way, the student body 
would have an opportunity to more easily 
participate in matters of the SGA. 
Anovick, on the other hand, argues 
that the “ambiguity” in the SGA constitu- 
tion regarding the denial of student group 


status to certain clubs actually serves to 


sue of approval is ultimately about fund- 
ing and recognition and that it’s the SGA’s 
ility to determine where to al- 


ought to at least have the 
chance to play more of a role in the way 


the SGA functions. 


For these reasons, we endorse Alex 
Schupper for SGA Executive President. 


SGA Vice President 


There are three candidates running for 
SGA Vice President: Pressman, Paul and 
Bonsu. The main role of the Vice President 
is to run the senate meetings. 

Pressman, currently a class Senator and 
a member of the Appointments and Evalua- 
tions committee, is not running on a ticket, 
but instead on a few individual ideas. He has 
many creative initiatives including an SGA- 
owned bus and a system that allows you to 
access University facilities even if you've left 
your J-card at home, among others. Press- 
man also appealed to increased transparen- 
cy including his online forum to make SGA 
suggestions and a taping of SGA meetings 
regarding student group approval. 

Despite these great ideas, Pressman 
seems unprepared to address programs 
related to sustainability or academics, and 
for this reason The News-Letter does not 
feel that Pressman is altogether qualified 
to take on the position of Vice President. 

In a similar way, the Editorial Board en- 
dorses many of Paul's points, but does not 
feel that he has the adequate experience to 
be an effective Vice President. As an RA, 
Paul's ideas about a Blue Jay shuttle bus to 
Fells Point and the students’ overall inter- 
action with Baltimore are great ideas to be 
incorporated. 

Bonsu, a current Sophomore Class 
Senator, on the other hand, seems to pos- 
sess both the experience and the ideas to 
be a successful Vice President. When de- 
scribing her platform, she articulated it as 
“a lot of vision and great teamwork.” The 
News-Letter feels that Bonsu’s role on the 
SGA has been a success this year, as she 
was hyper-involved in meetings and the 
internal culture of SGA. 


For these reasons, we endorse Janice 
Bonsu for SGA Vice President. 


SGA Treasurer 


The SGA Treasurer is responsible for 
managing the budget and‘ allocating 
funds to student groups. This year, both 
candidates have experience in SGA and 
have suitable ideas. 

One of Gorman’s main goals is to secure 
more funding for student groups. He made 
an important point about how the number 
of student groups has risen substantially 
over the past years, while the total amount 
of funding SGA receives has not. He also 
clearly specified various ways in which he 
would attempt to secure these additional 
funds, such as through the parents’ fund: 

Gorman also played an important role 
in implementing the natural gas initiative, 


which will make all JHMI shuttles natural ° 


gas based starting next year. 

Whiteaker is currently on SGA and 
serves as the SAC chair. He wants to in- 
crease the transparency of the SAC and 
work to fix the disconnect between the 
commission and the groups it serves. 
Both of these are praiseworthy goals, but 
Whiteaker lacks specificity in explaining 
how he would approach them. Addition- 
ally while certainly- qualified and famil- 
iar with the inner-workings of the SGA, 
Whiteaker seems to show considerably 
less enthusiasm than Gorman. 


For these reason we endorse Dylan 
Gorman for SGA Treasurer. 


SGA Secretary 


The Secretary’s main role is to commu- 
nicate the student body’s ideas to the SGA, 
manage its website and write the meeting 
minutes. This year, The News Letter believes 
that Kyra Toomre is the best candidate for 
Secretary. While both hopefuls showed a 
lot of energy, Toomre has a proven record of 
leadership in SGA. She is currently a counsel- 
or in the Voice For Life v. SGA case and is also 
on the SGA‘s Student Services committee. 

One of Toomre’s main ideas for next year 
is to increase community cohesion between 
lower and upperclassmen. To accomplish 
this, Toomre is currently planning a carni- 
val to take place during Orientation Week. 
Additionally, she co-created the SGA’s Twit- 
ter page this year, which is a small but im- 
portant step in helping improve the way the 
student body communicates with the SGA 
and vice versa. 

Rob D’Annibale, the candidate for sec- 
retary on the Anovick ticket, showed a 
genuine eagerness to connect with the stu- 
dent body. He proposed an interesting idea 
make them less frequent but more detailed. 
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Janson Trieu 
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Track opens outdoor 
season with success 


By ZACHERY OLAH 
Staff Writer 


Last weekend, as it fi- 
nally started to feel like 
spring, the Hopkins men’s 
and women’s track and 
field teams started their 
outdoor season. After a 
winter, 
were high 
for both men and women 
at the Maryland Invita- 
tional. 


very successful 


expectations 


Hopkins saw success in 
many events. A few of the 
brightest moments came 
in the 3000 meter run, the 
1500 meter run, the 4x400 
meter relay and the high 
jump. 

Max 


senior 


Robinson 
Josh Baker 
both had strong perfor- 
mances for the Blue Jays. 
Both runners brought 
their best stuff and ran 
personal bests. 

Robinson’s 8:35.67 was 
not only a personal best, 
but also a program re- 
cord. This performance 
was enough to notch 
first overall in the event, 
topping runners from 
schools like Maryland. 

Baker finished with a 
time of 8:47.72. In the 1500 
meter run, another per- 
sonal best time of 3:59.86 
was recorded for senior 
James Frick. This sub-four 
minute time put Frick in 
sixth place in the event. 
Julian Saliani came in 
ninth place in the same 
event with another strong 
time of 4:01.66. 

The 4x400 meter relay 
teams posted a time of 
3:26.08 as they ran their 
way to a third place fin- 
ish. Ryan Walsh finished 
third in the high jump 
event. He jumped a height 
of 1.89 meters. 

The star for the men 
this weekend was junior 
Max Robinson. Already 
holding the school record 
for the fastest 3000 meter 
time, he broke his own re- 
cord in the event. 

~ When. asked about ac- 
complishing~such a re- 
markable achievement 
Robinson said, “Break- 
ing the 3000 meter record 
was awesome just because 
it shows improvement 
from indoor. The 3K isn't 
a commonly run event in 
outdoor track so I really 
never had breaking that 
record as a goal of mine.” 

He was also excited 
to finally get outdoors: 
“It's always great moving 
to outdoors. The warm 
weather's great and you 
can always run faster times 
on an outdoor track.” 

Robinson stated that 
he has other goals set for 
himself including quali- 
fying for the 5K or 10K to 
take him to nationals. 

The men have worked 


Junior 
and 


very hard to prepare for 
this season. They have set 
their personal and team 
goals very high. Robin- 
son made it clear that the 
team has been putting in 
countless hours of hard 
work to prepare them for 
their ultimate goal: win- 
ning the conference. 

The women had simi- 
lar success in their first 
weekend outdoors. The 
women’s team sent com- 
petitors to both the Mary- 
land Invitational and the 
Stanford Invitational. 


Two specific athletes 
highlighted the Stanford 
Invitational. Senior, An- 


nie Monagle and fresh- 
man, Hannah Oneda ran 
the best times in the na- 
tion for Division III] wom- 
en’s track and field. 

Monagle, a_ recently 
crowned All-American 
for indoor track, contin- 
ued her success in the 
800 meter and 1500 me- 
ter runs. Her times for 
both events not only set 
program and Centennial 
Conference records, but 
also were the fastest times 
in the nation. 

She ran the 1500 me- 
ter race in 4:25.49 and the 
800 meter race in 2:12.54. 
Oneda also shined in her 
event; the 5000 meter run. 
She also broke the Hop- 
kins and Centennial Con- 
ference record with a time 
of 16:44.62. 

The record breaking 
did not stop there. At the 
Maryland Invitational, 
junior thrower, Emily Sw- 
enson broke the school 
record in shot put. She 
threw 12.68 meters. Swen- 


son also placed first in the | 


javelin with a hurl of 39.67 
meters. 

Freshman Brynn Par- 
sons ran a 100 meter time 
of 12.66 seconds to claim a 
freshman-record time for 
the Blue Jays. 

Three other freshman 
records were broken at 
the Maryland Invitation- 
al. Rae Conklin broke the 
record for discus with 
a throw of 35.52 meters, 
Imoni McCorvey broke 
the record for triple jump 
with a jump of 10.82 me- 
ters and Megan McDon- 
ald broke the record for 
the 400 meter hurdles 
with a time of just 1:05.51. 

The Hopkins track and 
field teams hope to con- 
tinue their winning ways 
as the men’s and women’s 
teams both head to Dur- 
ham, NC this weekend 
to compete against tough 
competition at Duke Uni- 
versity. 

The men’s events will 
start on April 4th and fin- 
ish up on the 5th, while 
the women’s events will 
start on April 5th and 
wrap up on the 6th. 


FILE PHOTO 


~ Hopkins Men and Women’s Track teams opened their outdoor season. 


SPORTS 


ATHLETE OF THE WEEK 


TAYLOR D'(AMORE- WOMEN'S LACROSSE 


By KYLE METZGER 
Staff Writer 


Coming off an overtime 
loss to American Univer- 
sity earlier in the week, 
the women’s lacrosse team 
found themselves in an- 
other tight match on Sat- 
urday. 

The Blue Jays hosted 
conference opponent Van- 
derbilt University who 
had won the last seven 
matchups over Hopkins 
going into Saturday’s 
game. However, Satur- 
day’s result shifted the 
momentum as the Blue 
Jays snapped their los- 
ing streak with a 12-11] 
overtime victory over the 
Commodores. 

This clutch overtime 
performance was led by 
junior Taylor D’Amore 
who scored both of the 
Blue Jays’ overtime goals. 
After Vanderbilt tied the 
game 11-11, D'Amore won 
the ensuing draw for the 
Blue Jays. Hopkins was 
then able to maintain pos- 
session of the ball just long 
enough to let D’Amore 
score. The game-winning 
goal came with 5.5 sec- 
onds remaining in over- 
time, to leave the Commo- 
dores with a 0-3 record in 
conference play. 

D’Amore, who had a 
total of three goals on the 
day, now has 23 goals this 


season. She is just ten shy 
of her personal record 
(33), and the Blue Jays are 
just 11 games into their 
season. 

The Blue Jays improve 
to 7-4 overall, with a 1-1 
record in the American 
Lacrosse Conference. With 
just five games remaining 
in their regular schedule, 


was definitely better to 
be on the other side of an 
overtime game Saturday. 
Knowing there probably 
wasn't enough time for 
Vanderbilt to get a good 
shot off made it even bet- 
ter. It was a great win for us 
that we really needed. 


N-L: Was this your most 


the Blue memo- 
Jays rable 
wil] moment 
travel to in your 
Univer- Hop- 
sity of Kt ns 
Florida career? 
on Sat- If so, 
urday, why? 
April If not, 
6th for what 
their was? 
next TD: 
match- T hee 
up. most 
THe memo- 
News- ra bive 
Letter e i moment 
had the 38 in my 
oppor- WWWHOPKINSSPORTS.COM_ H 0 p - 
tunity Taylor D'Amore has 23 goals on the season. k i n s 
to catch career 


up with the lacrosse star, 
as she reflected on her im- 
pressive performance. 


News-Letter (N-L): With 
the game on the line, what 
was it like scoring the game 
winning goal in overtime? 

Taylor D’Amore (TD) : 
We lost an overtime game 
earlier in the week, so it 


was beating Penn State 
in our conference tourna- 
ment last year. We had lost 
to them earlier in the sea- 
son and needed the win 
for a chance to make the 
NCAA tournament. 


N-L: What have you 
done to prepare yourself 
for that moment when the 


game is on the line? 

TD: Preparation is 
all about practice. Extra 
shooting and stick-work. 


N-L: How will this vic- 
tory help the team’s mo- 
rale as the regular season 
end is approaching? 

TD: Hopefully this 
win gives us momentum 
moving forward to the 
last part of our season. It 
was a conference game 
which made it that much 
more important. 


N-L: How does this 
season compare to the 
ones in the past? 

TD: This season is 
unique because of how 
close our team is off the 
field. The team chemistry 
is awesome. 


N-L: What personal 
goals have you set for 
yourself beginning at the 
start of the season? 

TD: I have a personal 
goal to be more consistent 
as a team and individual. 


N-L: What are some 
team goals that you all 
work hard to achieve 
throughout the remain- 
der of the season? 

TD: A couple team 
goals are to make the 
NCAA tournament and 
win the ALC Tournament 
which we are hosting. 


Jays stunned by UNC in opening seconds of OT 


By JASON PLUSH 
Staff Writer 


The eighth-ranked Blue 
Jays suffered a shocking 
defeat after falling to the 
sixth-ranked UNC Tar 
Heels in overtime by a final 
score of 11-10. 

After making the trip 
down to Keenan Stadium 
in the heart of Chapel Hill, 
North Carolina, the Blue 
Jays fell in a heartbreaker 


| just six full seconds into 


the overtime period. 

North Carolina mid- 
fielder R.G. Keenan sprint- 
ed down the field uncon- 
tested past a couple of Blue 
Jay defenders and ripped a 
bounce shot past the stick 


| of senior Pierce Bassett to 


lift the Tar Heels to their 
fourth consecutive victory 
and an overall record of 
7-3. 

The Blue Jays fell slight- 
ly in the standings after 
the tough road loss in a 
key game that could’ve 
gone either way as the two 
teams constantly traded 
for goals. 

“Obviously, the game 
didn’t end up going the 
way we wanted it to,” com- 
mented Bassett. “That be- 
ing said, we showed a lot 
of heart by battling back 
the way we did. In the end, 
we made some critical mis- 
takes and it cost us the lead 
late in the game and ulti- 
mately led to the loss.” 

Throughout the entirety 
of the game, Hopkins con- 
tinuously trailed UNC, 
only holding a lead at the 
very end of the game un- 
til the Tar Heels were able 
to knot the score at 10 and 
send the game into over- 
time. 

The’ pace of the game 
was extremely fast from 
the beginning, as UNC 
found the back of the net 
first to grab the early ad- 
vantaged. However, the 
Blue Jays didn’t stay quiet 
for long as freshman Ryan 
Brown found the twine by 
ripping a shot past the Tar 
Heels goaltender to tie the 


‘score at one. 


Hopkins couldn’t seem 
to find much of a rhythm 
over the rest of the first 
quarter as UNC grabbed a 


three-goal advantage. The | 


Hopkins defense looked 
out of sorts during the 
three-goal stretch, as UNC 
attack-men were able to get 
behind their defensemen 
to beat Bassett. UNC soph- 
omore Joey Sankey gained 
topside positioning on his 


defender and capitalized. 
Chad Tutton and Davey 
Emala capped the scoring 
for UNC in the first quar- 
ter to give the Tar Heels 
the 4-1 advantage. The Blue 
Jays were able to cut down 
the deficit towards the end 
of the first quarter by forc- 
ing a turnover on defense. 
Hopkins junior Brandon 
Benn gained control and 
on the ensuing possession 
fired a shot from ten yards 
away past the UNC goalie 
Kieran Burke. 

For a period of nearly 
five minutes, the two teams 
traded possessions as both 
goalies stood tall until 
senior Lee Coppersmith 
found a way to beat Burke 
after an impressive dodge 
down the alley to gain a 
step on his defender before 
beating Burke to make it 
4-3 UNC. 

The second quarter 
showed the equal talent 
and consistency of the two 
teams as neither offense 
could find a way to solve 
the opposing team’s de- 
fense. The Blue Jays had a 
tremendous opportunity 
to tie the game at 4 very 
late in the second quarter 
after having two lengthy 
possessions in the offen- 
sive half of the field. How- 
ever, Burke stood tall in 
goal, making consecutive 
stick saves on two quick 
shots from the Hopkins of- 
fense. 

The Blue Jay midfielders 
got caught in the transi- 
tion, as Burke was able to 
find Holman in transition 
to give UNC a fast break. 
Holman made the Blue Jays 
pay as he scored his second 
goal of the contest with 
little time remaining in the 
second quarter. Heading 
into the half, the Blue Jays 
trailed the Tar Heels by a 
score of 5-3. 

After their respective 
halftime breaks, the two 
teams stormed the field for 
the start of an extremely 
eventful second half. The 
Blue Jays continued to bat- 
tle back against UNC just 
as they had in the first half, 
pulling within one goal of 
the Tar Heels numerous 
times throughout the third 
quarter. 

However, the Tar Heels 
struck back with two goals 
of their own to maintain 
their two-goal lead at the 
end of the third quarter 
7-5. At the beginning of 
the fourth quarter, the 
Blue Jays took the game by 
storm, drawing even with 


the Tar Heels for the first 
time since the beginning of 
the first quarter as seniors 
John ‘Ranagan and Zach 
Palmer scored goals just 
51 seconds apart midway 
through the fourth quarter 
to even the playing field at 
7-7. 

However, the Tar Heels 
refused to go away as Zach 
Creighton and phenom at- 
tackman Jimmy Bitter both 
netted goals to rejuvenate 
the UNC home crowd and 
allow the Tar Heels to_re- 
gain their two goal advan- 
tage. 

Nonetheless, the theme 
of the day for Hopkins was 
rallying back after digging 
themselves into a hole. 

Brown connected again 
with his second goal of the 
game as he made a nice roll 
dodge in tight past his de- 
fender to decrease the defi- 
cit to one, followed shortly 
thereafter by Palmer's 
third goal of the contest, a 
rocket that found the up- 
per right hand corner past 
the stick of Burke. 

As the score remained 
locked with time winding 
down, the Blue Jays were 
able to take their first and 
only lead of the day with 
only 4:36 remaining in 
regulation as senior John 


Greeley fired a shot from 
‘above crease past Burke 


to give Hopkins the 10-9 
lead. The Tar Heels, trail- 
ing for the first time all 
evening long, were in a 
frenzy to score, firing shot 
after shot on their posses- 
sions. 

They caught a huge 
break when Tutton drew 
two Hopkins defenders 
before feeding Emala on 
the. doorstep and he beat 
Bassett short side to tie the 
game at 10-10 to force the 
overtime period. 

On the first faceoff of 
overtime, Keenan won the. 
draw cleanly and sprinted 
down the field nearly un- 
touched and was able to 
beat Bassett on a bounce 
shot into the lower left 
hand corner to secure a 
much needed victory for 
the Tar Heels on their 
home turf. 

Bassett finished the 
game with a total of eight 
saves. 

“1 think it’s really im- 
portant for us to fix our 
defensive mistakes,” said 
Bassett on moving for- 
ward. “It’s really important 
for us to put ina great week 
of practice and head into 
Albany with an adjusted 


game-plan and do our job 
at the critical moments in 
the game. 

Senior midfielder Mike 
Poppleton made similar 
remarks about having a 
short memory and moving 
forward. 

“In order to be success- 
ful, we have to have ashort- 
memory and focus on the 
next game,” said Popple- 
ton. “Heading into Satur- 
day, the only thing that 
should be on our minds is 
getting a win against Alba- 
ny and in order to do that, 
we have to have a great 
week working on funda- 
mentals and_ solidifying 
our systems in practice.” 

Palmer, Coppersmith, 
and Brown all had multi- 
goal games while Greeley, 
Benn, and Ranagan capped 
the scoring for the Blue Jays. 

Sophomore standout 
Wells Stanwick also kept 
his hot streak alive with 
two assists to bring his cu- 
mulative point total to 33 
points in 8 games, averag- 
ing over four points per 
game. Coppersmith, Gree- 
ley, and Palmer also added 
assists for the Jays. The 
Blue Jays also outshot the 
Tar Heels 48-37 and held 
the advantage in faceoffs 
13-11. 

Hopkins will look to 
rebound from this past 
week’s hard loss as faceoff 
against Albany this Friday 
at 7 pm on Homewood 
Field. 

“It’s really important to 
focus on the little things 
heading into practice this 
week,” Poppleton _ said. 
“If we fix our mistakes, 
whether it be ground balls, 
man-up situations, or any 
other aspect, if we take care 
of the little things, the big- 
ger things will take care of 
themselves.” 

Hopkins has a tough 
stretch of competition as 
they head towards the fi- 
nal stretch of their season. 
But for now, the entire team 
agrees that the only obsta- 
cle to overcome right now is 
Albany. . 

“If we can focus on us- 
ing all of the work we put 
into practice into the game, 
I think we'll have great suc- 
cess against Albany,” says 
Bassett. : 

The Blue Jays will take 
the rest of this week to re- 

group after the devastating 
loss and look to take down 
Albany and the remain- 
der of their competitors on 
the road to another NCAA 
playoff berth. 
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Managing Editor 
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Check out obscure B’more gigs 


pril is truly 
one of the 
best months 
to be in Balti- 
more. 

The beginning of spring 
reminds you what it’s 
like to see the sun and be 
warm. It also happens to be 
a good time to catch some 
live performances passing 
through town. 

As always, there are 
some great bands com- 
ing in, but 
there are 
also a few 
Opportuni- 
ties to see 
something 
more  ob- 
scure (but equally as inter- 
esting). 

Thursday at The 8x10 
features the four-piece 
band Dopapod with local 
Openers Segway. Dopap- 
od ties together elements 
of rock, electronic, jam 
and funk, often with a 
hard, heavy edge. They’ve 
been populating festival 
lineups and billing with 
big name jamtronica acts 
for the past couple of 
years. Catching them in 
this small venue will be a 
treat. 


Weekend Forecast 


Openers 
probably Baltimore's big- 
gest home jamtronica act 
that always brings a high 
energy dance party to The 
8x10. They are all about 
the dance, so get ready 
for a killer main act with 
the party starting at 8 p.m. 
(doors at 7). 

Rams Head Live 


Segway are 


also 
has a noteworthy show 
this weekend; on Saturday 
they’re bringing in They 
Might Be 
Giants 
billed with 
Moon 
Hooch. The 
main act is 
an Ameri- 
can alternative rock band 
from the 1980’s. Their gen- 
erally goofy, poppy sound 
is coupled with eclectic 
lyrics to produce an 80's 
feel that has continued to 
evolve. 

Moon Hooch will get 
things started at 9 p.m. 
(doors at 8). This band 
alone is worth the tick- 
et price. Featuring two 
saxophones (sometimes 
switching with other 


horns) and a drummer, 
these graduates of The 
New School for Jazz in 


COURTESY OF WWWRAMSHEADLIVE.COM 
They Might Be Giants is one of the many bands appearing in Baltimore this weekend. 


Manhattan have created 
their own 
Cave Music. 

A unique 


house, 


niche genre: 
blend of 
dubstep, drum 
& bass and jazz, Moon 
Hooch are sure to show 
you something new and 
bring you back for more. 

If you're searching fora 
novel experience, then the 
next couple of events are 
for you. 

First, JHU Modern 
Dance Group hosts their 
end of the year perfor- 
mance on Saturday at 8 
p.m. in Shriver Hall. Fea- 
turing original pieces by 
guest and student chore- 
ographers, this show will 
exhibit an uncommon ve- 
hicle of live performance 
art. As always, I like to 
give you all the opportu- 
nity to do something dif- 
ferent. ; 

However, if that isn’t 
edgy enough, then take 
a look at who’s coming to 
the Ottobar: The Hellaz- 
poppin’ Sideshow Revue. 

This troop of strange 
folks travel around on The 
Big Red Prison Bus, bring- 
ing an old school sideshow 
with “modern day edgi- 
ness and finesse.” 

This certain- 
ly sounds like 
a great place 
to witness the 
bizarre, from 
the human 


the electrical 
death-defying 
stunts. 


thing 


this weekend, 
you'll need 
to look some- 
where else. 
However, I 
hope that these 
events will 
spark your in- 


seize the op- 
portunity to 
explore! 


traditional | 


By ALEXA KWIATKOSKI 
Your Weekend Editor 


f you've lived in Balti- 

more for a while, you 

may have noticed 

that the transporta- 

tion system is a bit 
complicated. 

Most of the time, you 
find yourself traveling by 
a network of buses. This in- 
cludes popular free options 
like the Charm City Circu- 


| lator, the JHMI and the Col- 


blockhead to | 


If you're go- | 
ing for some- | 
more | 


terest, and you | 


legetown Shuttle. 

The Charm City Circu- 
lator has usually worked 
for me, but there have been 
recent reports of cell phone 
robberies on board. 

The JHMI is reasonably 
effective, arriving every ten 
minutes or so during peak 
commuting hours. 

The Collegetown Shuttle 
is less reliable. One time a 
friend and I planned to get 
on in front of Barnes and 
Noble and ride all the way 
to the Target in Towson. 

This did not work out as 
planned. Not only was the 
shuttle over an hour late?~ 
but NextBus.com could 6f® 
fer no relevant information 
about its impending ar- 
rival. 

When the bus appeared, 
we assumed the trip would 
go smoothly from there. 

However, our driver 


a TRANSPORTATION 


COURTESY OF KURT RASCHKE VIA FLICKR 
The Charm City Circulator is one of numerous transportation options, which are free but not always reliable. 


Why no one ever takes the B'more Metro 


took us to Morgan State 
University, parked, and 
then got out. We waited 
about fifteen minutes un- 
til another driver got on 
board. He took his seat and 
then promptly turned the 
bus around, back toward 
Hopkins. 

All of the passengers 
assured the driver that we 
were bound for Towson. He 
responded that he under- 
stood why we would think 
that, but no matter what we 
said he was intent on tak- 
ing us back where we came 
from. 

By the time we got back 
to campus it was nearly 8 
p-m., so my friend and I 
gave up on the excursion.It 
was not the most productive 
way to spend two hours. 

The MTA bus system is 
much better. Drivers usu- 
ally show up within five 
minutes of their prom- 
ised arrival time. The only 
problem with the MTA is 
the construction on North 
Charles Street. 

Since the road has been 
viciously gutted, buses 


obviously cannot use it: 


Therefore, the schedule has 
rerouted, avoiding the mess 
in front of Hopkins. 
Unfortunately, MTA has 
not updated this informa- 
tion online, so good luck 
finding the lines that used 


to run on North Charles 
Street. 

Then there’s the Balti- 
more Metro. I didn’t know 
this even existed until fair- 
ly recently. That’s probably 
because it doesn’t stop any- 
where near campus. 

But one time a friend and 
I were at 1st Mariner Arena, 
right by a Metro Stop. We 
decided to try something 
new and take the Metro at 
least part of the way home. 

We descended into the 
station and were quickly 
confused. We asked one of 
the guards for help, and he 
assured us that we were go- 
ing in the right direction. 
This turned out not to be 
the case. 

Then an older married 
couple got involved and 
tried to redirect us. They 
couldn’t believe our incom- 
petence and kept asking 
where we were from. Fi- 
nally, the woman suggested 
that we shouldn’t even be 
using the Metro. 

So we eventually gave 
up and took a cab home. 

Perhaps because of these 
widespread . inconvenienc- 
es, there will be a Reinvent 
Transit conference this 
weekend in Betamore in 
Federal Hill. 

Check it out if you'd like 
to make getting around 
Baltimore a little bit easier. 


Friday Apr. 5 


SPOTLIGHTERS.ORG 


Equus 

8 p.m. 
Spotlighters 

Theatre 


If you're a fan of 
dark, psychological 
drama and bizarre, 
sexualized, horse- 
worshipping _ reli- 
gions, then Equus 
is the show for you. 
This. play by Peter 
Shaffer tells the sto- 
ry of Alan Strang, 
a 17-year-old boy 
who has blinded six 
horses. Alan is in- 
stitutionalized and 
treated by psychia- 
trist Martin Dysart, 
a man_ struggling 
with his own feel- 
ings of discontent 
while he searches 
for the meaning 
behind the boy’s 
violent act. Equus 


JHU and B’more Happenings 


explores the rela- 
tionship between 
the psychiatrist and 
his patient as the 
two arduously un- 
ravel Alan’s tangled 
concepts of sex and 
religion. The play 
runs until May 5. 


Sweeney Todd 
8 p.m. 
Smirnow Theater, 
Mattin Center 


The Demon Barber 
of Fleet Street is 
about to make his 
appearance at Hop- 
kins as the Barn- 
stormers’ present 
their production of 
Sweeney Todd. This 
morbidly funny play 
is about a man who 
loses his wife and 
daughter and takes 
revenge by slaugh- 
tering Londoners, 
under the guise of 


a barbershop. He 
also has some help 
from Mrs. Lovett, 
who uses his hobby 
to make tasty meat 
pies. 


Hercules 
8 p.m. 
Gilman 50 


Revisit a childhood 
favorite when The 
HOP presents Dis- 
ney’s Hercules. It 
has songs, adven- 
ture, love and a 
hardy dose of nos- 
talgia. You might 


actually learn 
something about 
Greek mythology. 


EVENTS JHU.EDU 


Jaywalk and JOSH 
Dance Concert 


8 p.m. 
Shriver Hall 


Check out an all-fe- 
male dance perfor- 


mance by Jaywalk 
and JOSH this Fri- 


South Asian A Cap- 
pella group, which 


Dance Company 
presents the 32nd 


day night. ‘mixes Bollywood Annual Spring 
and en Be Concert. Tickets 
sic. Check out their are only $3 for stu- 
show this week- dents, $5 for gen- 
end in Bloomberg's eral admission. 
Tattoo Arte seh Auditori- 
12 p.m. seat 
Baltimore 
Convention Center Farmers Market 
: and Bazaar 
This year’s Tat- 8 p.m. 


too Arts Conven- 
tion will feature 
over 700 tattoo 
artists, along with 


COMMONSWIKIPEDIA.ORG 


Saratoga Street, 
Under the Jones 
Fall Expressway 


Burlesque girls, The Baltimore 
sideshow _ freaks, ; Farmers’ Market 
pin-up —_ contests, oa = is back this Sunday 
interactive art dis- ere from its winter hia- 
plays and daily tat- 40seph Meyerhoff tye ¢g get ready 
too contests. So if Symphony Hall = ¢,, spring by gath- 
you've ever wanted : ering some fresh 
to get a tattoo, or Youve probably : 


just gawk at other 
people’s cool ink, 
this might be the 
perfect time. Tick- 
ets are $20 per day 
$40 for the whole 
weekend. 


Kranti and Guests 
A Cappella Concert 


heard of Louis C.K. 
from his FX se- 
ries Louie. Make 
sure you catch the 


stand-up comedi-. 


an at his one night 
performance in 
Baltimore. 


Modern Dance 


fruits and vegeta- 
bles. Also look out 
for local arts and 
crafts vendors. 


7 p.m. 8 p.m. 
Bloomberg Shriver Hall 
; : BALTIMORE FARMERS 
Kranti is Hopkins’s Hopkins’ Modern MARKET VIA FACEBOOK 
eee pam la eS? aS = Ee 2 4 a es A 
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124 million for finale 


By RACHEL 
SCHNALZER 
Staff Writer 


Ironically falling on 
Easter Sunday, the Gov- 
ernor welcomed anxious 
DeadHeads to The Walking 
Dead's much anticipated 
season finale with these 
menacing words: “Wel- 
come to the Tombs.” With 
episodes building up to 
a major war between the 
Prison Crew and Wood- 
bury, the tone was set for 
some major death and 
destruction, a common 
theme in post-apocalyptic, 
undead-ridden Georgia 
countryside. 

In fact, just hours before 
the imminent finale, AMC 
released information that 
a grand total of 27 would 
be biting the dust in the fi- 
nale —a pretty large body 
count, even for The Walk- 
ing Dead. 

And audiences didn’t 
have long to wait: the Gov- 


ernor stabbed everyone's 
favorite nerd, Milton Mam- 
et, before the first commer- 
cial break, with the intent 
of siccing the soon-to-be 


walker Milton on tied-up | 


Andrea. 


| Eclectics, 


Meanwhile at the pris- | 


on, Rick and his group | 


were packing up and 


appearing to vacate the | 


premises before the mur- | 


derous Governor returned 
with a vengeance. 


| groups 


Good thing too, because | 


the Governor and his citi- 
zens from Woodbury ar- 


rived at the prison mo- | 
ments later in full force, | 


blowing up guard towers 


and taking out every walk- | 


er in the vicinity. 
But even upon enter- 
ing the prison, there 
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Walking Dead draws Eclectics, Masti pul on quality dance show 


B3 


Both dance groups brought diverse and dynamic performances to the stage Friday night 


By DUYEN TAT 
Staff Writer 


A crowd gathered in 
front of Shriver, wait- 
ing to get into the highly 
anticipated dance event. 
JHU’s largest 
dance crew and Masti 
joined forces to put to- 
gether a collective dance 
showcase. 

Excitement ran high in 
the packed theater. Both 
alternated their 
performances, one follow- 
ing the other. 

Eclectics welcomes all 
skill levels of dance. 

They incorporate a va- 
riety of dance styles into 
their choreography, rang- 


_ing from lyrical to hip- 


seemed to be little sign | 


of the prison crew. A 
point of poignancy — or 
perhaps perverse levity 
— takes place when the 
Governor finds Herschel’s 


See DEAD, pace B5 
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Andrea (Laurie Holden) leaves 7he Walking Dead after three seasons. 


The legend of Justin 
Timberlake is back 


By ELIZABETH SIEGAL 
Staff Writer 


Up until recently, “Jus- 
tin Timberlake the musi- 
cian” seemed to bea legend 
from the turn of the centu- 
ry. Nearly seven years have 
passed since the talented 
poster boy of ‘N Sync, 
turned poetic solo artist, 
released a new track list for 
his many eager, awaiting 
fans. In the time that has 
passed, the music indus- 
try has experienced a vast 
reconstruction focused on 
the heart pounding beats 
of electronic dance music, 
creating a new realm of 
stardom in its producers, 
rather than in its recording 
artists. 

So when Timberlake 
announced in January, in 
a simultaneous promo- 
tion for his latest busi- 
ness venture of the new 
MySpace, that he would 
be releasing new music in 
the coming months, the 
rumor mill began to spin 
at lightning speeds. Would 
his new music try to fit in 
among the dictates of the 
electronic wave? Could the 
singer, previously branded 
the newest “prince of pop” 
still make chart-topping 
hits? Could JT bring sexy 
back yet again? 

These unanswered 
questions and desires for 
falsetto-heavy __ melodies 
were given temporary in- 
dulgence in the first single 


14, the R&B based song 
seemed lackluster in its ap- 
peal, if not anti-climatic for 
the hype built in anticipa- 
tion of the artist’s return. 
The song starts off with 


the slow hypnotic echoing 
of “I'll be on my Suit and 
Tie,” eventually escalating 
into the signature falsetto 
and interchanging pop- 
funk rhythms of a Timber- 
lake-Timbaland _ produc- 
tion. 

While at first listen, 
the song seems to merely 
glide over the instrumen- 
tal drums and horns, never 
immediately jumping out 
as a classic like the sounds 
of “Sexy Back” or “Cry Me 
a River,” the mid-tempo 
soulfulness paints the ap- 
proach of a seasoned veter- 
an, inviting listeners to ap- 
preciate all aspects of the 
well-crafted song. Instead 
of the instant-gratification 
that has been programmed 
to be expected, this song 
carries a much more potent 
quality of originality and 
excitement present even in 
the hundredth listen when 
a song would normally be- 
come tiresome and annoy- 
ing. © 

Pop music is obsessed 
with staying relevant, 
whether through inces- 
sant holiday and acoustic 
albums or over-produced 
bridges that generate fist- 
pumping, but in time be- 
come infuriatingly mo- 
notonous. But, unlike 
these, Justin Timberlake’s 
approach to The 20/20 
Experience is much more 
thoughtful and all-encom- 
passing of the time it took 
to get there. As shocking as 


it may seem, 20/20 is only | 


JI’s third album, a testa- 
ment to his music’s endur- 
The time that elapses 
between each album al- 
lows Timberlake to tell a 
Ser TIMBERLAKE, pace B4 


hop. 
Unique to the Eclectics 
is their ability to utilize 


| their large number with- 


out letting anyone getting 
lost in the crowd; there are 
a total of thirty seven offi- 
cial crew members. 

The audience could fo- 


| cus on the individual skill 
| of every dancer, or enjoy 
| the moving artwork they 
| made as a cohesive unit. 


Masti is the Hindi word 
for fun, and they keep that 


§ | in mind throughout their 


dances — every member 
embodies fun while they 
are performing. 

This group combines 
the dance genres of fu- 
sion with traditional Bol- 
lywood, bangra and jazz, 
just to name a few. 

The show started off on 


| a sentimental note with 


‘| nior Arts, 


Moses Song and Natasha 
Senn performing a dance 
an¢i song piece for their Se- 
Gertificate. 
The live band contrib- 


uted to the romantic ambi- ~ 


ance of the number. They 
told an intriguing love 
story of infatuation, heart- 
break and redemption 
through clever choreogra- 
phy and the music of John 
Legend, Adele and John 
Mayer. 

Megha Sharma glided 
in, perfectly pulling off the 


GEORGINA EDIONSERI/PHOTOGRA PHY EDITOR 


Even though there were many people dancing, the performances showcased individual talent very well. 


role of the other woman 
while crooning a moving 
vocal rendition of Adele’s 
“Rumor Has It.” 

Both crews creatively 
utilized the lighting capa- 
bilities of Shriver. 

The background was lit 
with colors that comple- 
mented the routine. 

In some instances, the 
dancers were completely 
backlit, and the audience 
was mesmerized by the 
shapes that their moving 
silhouettes made against 
the backdrop. It contrib- 
uted to a poignant atmo- 
sphere. 

Eclectic’s first upbeat 


piece set an impressive 


precedence for the rest of 
the night. 

The crew’s bright and 
80s themed outfits had 
the audience on the edge 
of their seats as they were 
welcomed to the “kiki.” 

A kiki is defined by 
the Scissor Sisters as “a 
party for calming all your 
nerves.” 


Indeed, the dance show- 


case was an excellent party 
for calming all of the post- 
Spring Break nerves. 

After a smooth transi- 
tion, Masti came out with 
an elegant dance rou- 
tine to upbeat Bollywood 
tunes. 

Every move they made 
was sharp and on point. 
The whole crew was im- 
pressively united in their 
movements, while effec- 
tively utilizing the male 
and female dynamics in 
couple dances. 

Throughout the night, 
they consistently deliv- 
ered fresh mash-ups. of 
American and Indian mu- 


sic as weil as ‘dance styles." it became: 


They always had a smile 
on their faces and deliv- 
ered a consistent level of 
energy. 

Eclectic’s most haunt- 
ingly beautiful piece of the 
night was entitled “Scars 
and Bruises.” 

Female dancers in an- 
gelically flowing white 
dresses displayed the 
extent to which modern 


dance can move the viewer. 

Through the song choic- 
es of “Jeuves” by La Oreja 
de Van Gogh and “I Bruise 
Easily” by Natasha Bed- 
ingfield,“they told a story 
of broken hearts and love 
scorned. They opened up 
through dance to expose 
the vulnerability of love. 

The show lasted an hour 
and a half, ending with a 
heartwarming shout out to 
all of the seniors who were 
dancing in their last show- 
case. 

They ‘were presented 
with roses and heartfelt 
praises from their fellow 
crew members. 


dancers have developed 
deep bonds with each 
other that helped them be- 
come a unified dance unit 
on stage. Maarten Sap, who 
was not a senior but an ex- 
change student from Swit- 
zerland, also received acco- 
lades as he is leaving at the 
end of the semester. 

Sap said, “Eclectics is 
my family.” 


Tortured artist: Junot Diaz talks language, writing 


By KATIE QUINN 
Managing Editor 


“This is how it all starts: 
with your mother calling you 
into the bathroom. You will 
remember what you were do- 
ing at that precise moment for 
the rest of your life: You were 
reading Watership’ Down 
and the rabbits and their does 
were making their dash for the 
boat and you didn't want to 
stop reading, the book has to 
go back to your brother tomor- 
row, but then she called you 
again, louder, her I’m-not- 
f***ing-around voice, and you 
mumbled irritably, Si, senora. 

She was standing in front 
of the medicine cabinet mir- 
ror, naked from the waist up, 
her bra slung about her waist 
like a torn sail, the scar on her 
back as vast and inconsolable 
as a sea. You want to return 
to your book, to pretend you 
didn’t hear her, but it is too 
late. Her eyes meet yours, the 
same big smoky eyes you will 
have in the future. Ven aca, 
she commanded. She is frown- 
ing at something on one of her 
breasts.” 

In a quiet Hodson au- 
ditorium room, Junot Diaz 
reads these words aloud 
from his novel, The Brief 
Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao, 
winner of the 2008 Pulitzer 
Prize in Fiction. At times, 
Diaz does not even look 
at the book in his hands, 


but as he spins the story, 


he instead makes eye con- 
tact with many of the one 
hundred or so members of 
his audience. The captivat- 
ed audience laughs at the 
comedy of the speaker's 
voice, all the while wincing 
at the dagger-like second- 


\ 


4 y 


person interlude, almost 
physically feeling Diaz’s 
words —just as one of the 
characters, Lola, feels her 
mother’s breast for the can- 
cerous lump she does not 
want to confirm is really 
there. 

Junot Diaz, a Domini- 
can-American writer and 
professor at MIT, spoke 
last Friday evening in an 
event co-sponsored by 
Hopkins’ Program in Latin 
American Studies, the De- 
partment of German and 
Romance Languages and 
Literatures and the Depart- 
ment of English. The event 
is the first in a new series 


entitled “American Voic-. 


es,” which seeks to bring 
“at least one, if not two 
or three of the top, most 
important, most vibrant 
voices in American, in the 
broadest possible sense, 
literature” Bill Eddinton, 
Chair of the Department 
of German and Romance 
Languages said in his in- 
troduction to the program. 
The event featured a read- 
ing of the second chapter 
of Diaz’s novel, followed 
by a question and answer 
session. 

Throughout the pro- 
gram, Diaz spoke on both 
an intellectual and person- 
al level, occasionally drop- 
ping in and out of Span- 
ish, cursing regularly, and 
asking the students, “How 
many of you came because 
your teachers made you?” 
Following almost every se- 
rious moment Diaz would 
break the tension with 
some joke or story that 
kept the audience engaged. 
In oné moment before the 


reading, Diaz stopped, 
completely serious, and 
said, “Oh, can I borrow 
someone’s book?” He then 
proceeded to use an audi- 
ence member's book for the 
rest of the reading. 

Following Diaz’s read- 
ing of the scene in which 
Oscar's sister Lola feels 
her mother’s breasts for 
the cancerous lump, the 
author spoke about a wide 
variety of topics — every- 
thing from being born in 
the poor area of Santo Do- 
mingo and the art of curs- 
ing to the way in which he 
refuses to rush his writing. 
Besides being the author 
of The Brief Wondrous Life 
of Oscar Wao, Diaz is also 
the author of two short 
story collections, “Drown” 
and “This is How You Lose 
Her”, along with many oth- 
er short stories published 
in The New Yorker. 

“T really enjoyed Diaz's 
answers to the audience's 
questions. They were re- 
ally genuine, and they 
gave a lot of insight to his 
beliefs and personality. It 
was surprising, how easily 
he switched from a casual 
tone to talking about seri- 
ous issues. It was really 
fascinating and showed 
just how intelligent and 
interesting he really is,” 
sophomore Andrea Mas- 
saro said. 

~ In much the same way 
that his witty, dynamic 
manner of dialogue capti- 
vated his audience, Diaz's 
The Brief Wondrous Life of 
‘Oscar Wao is ‘character- 
ized by a unique blend of 
references to many differ- 
ent genres, using various 


/ 


V 


forms and styles of writ- 
ing. This includes allusions 
to role-playing games, sci- 
ence fiction and fantasy 
references, comic book 
analogies, footnotes and 
perhaps most interesting, 
a use of what might com- 
monly be referred to as 
“Spanglish.” Diaz’s novel 
effectively combines the 
two cultures he comes 
from — New Jersey and 
the Dominican Republic. 
The novel ultimately de- 
picts a socially maladjust- 
ed ghetto nerd, sexually 
frustrated, in what might 
only be described as a com- 
ing-of-age story. 

“His work examines 
the consequences of a life 
lived between languages 


-... and through languages 


irreconcilable distinctions 
between history and mem- 


ory, legend and experi- 


ence, out of which notions 
of past and present con- 
stitute themselves, com- 
mune with one another, 
do battle, and blend into 
one another like brothers 
or members of the same 
family” Mare Caplan, an 
assistant professor in Yid- 
dish Language, Literature 
and Culture, said in his 
introduction at the start of 
theevent. => ; 

Indeed, Diaz speech was 
easy and honest, speaking 


to the way in which often-_ 


times he felt like a person 
living between two cul- 
tures, not fully fitting into 
either. Language, such an 


important aspect in his 


work, became a barrier. 
People in Santo Do- 


mingo would say to him, | 


See Diaz, pace B4 
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Karaoke scene in Baltimore is worth a try 


f you were to ask me 

how I ended up ata 

punk-rock karaoke 

night at Liam’s Irish 

Pub on North Av- 
enue last Saturday night, I 
wouldn't have much to tell 
you other than that I was in 
the Wrong place at the right 
time. 

Like most Hopkins stu- 
dents, I’ve been told to stay 
away from North Avenue 
at all costs. 
personally never 
been much of a karaoke 
fan. I’m painfully shy and 
my singing career has 
been limited to mouthing 
the words during manda- 
tory high school chorus 
and the occasional solo 
performance within the 
soundproof comfort of my 
car. 

When asked if I wanted 
to go to a punk-rock kara- 
oke night at Liam's Irish 
Pub on North Avenue, I 
sort of nodded and smiled 
in affirmation that such an 
event could possibly occur, 
completely unaware that I 
had just consented to go- 


I've 


and surrounded by a circle 
of spectators. Someone 
yelled out that they were 
no longer taking requests 
because they wouldn’t be 


ing there ° able to get to 
eS Latimer all of them 
oon any Way. 
enough, 0 D k Wi h I felt mo- 
I ia n CC It mentarily 
myself relieved un- 
on the til I realized 
J HMI that it didn’t 
en route really mat- 
to Penn ter what was 
Station, requested or 
with just who had a 
a few microphone 
blocks because the 


to walk up to get to the 
infamous North Avenue. 
The bright green painted 
storefront had giant gold 
lettering that read “IRISH 
PUBS 

Having lost my voice 
a few nights ago at the 
Baltimore Curators show 
at Golden West, I really 
couldn’t have been any less 
prepared for what was be- 
yond those large wooden 
doors. 

Once inside, there were 
studded leather jackets as 
far as the eye could see. In- 
stead of a stage, there was 
a large screen with the ka- 
raoke lyrics projected, situ- 
ated in the center of the bar 


entire crowd would scream 
along with the. lyrics on 
the screen. It also became 
abundantly clear that may- 
be I didn’t know as much 
punk rock as I thought. 

That was until I heard 
the first Smiths’ song of the 
evening. 

As reluctant as I had 
been initially, I was now 
(despite my limited range 
and surprisingly appropri- 
ate hoarse voice) singing 
along with the crowd. As 
much as I hate to admit it, 
there was something really 
exhilarating about jam- 
ming with these strangers 
for what seemed to be the 
most ridiculous premise | 


COURTESY OF TRIPADVISOR.COM 
Liam’s Irish Pub on North Avenue often hosts karaoke nights that are not in the traditional karaoke formats. | ere 
| of the various institutions, 


had ever heard of. 

The crowd was amped 
for every song selection. 
There wasn’t any pres- 
sure to get “on stage” and 
sing in front of everyone 
because it was almost 
impossible to hear your 
own voice over everyone 
else’s. 

Eventually, I stumbled 
upon the song catalogue, 
which contained  eas- 
ily over a thousand songs. 
There were songs I recog- 
nized and some [| had nev- 
er heard of, songs I loved 
and some that didn’t re- 
ally seem to be punk rock 
at all. 

The list had everything 
from Blondie to The Ra- 
mones, and even (for a rea- 
son unclear to me) Fall Out 
Boy. 

For the first time in my 
life, I really regretted not 
being able to put in a re- 
quest for karaoke. 

Just when I thought this 
experience couldn't get 
any more surreal, a small 
man came up to me and 
told me that he was selling 
raw oysters and codfish 
cakes at the bar in the back. 

Again, this was another 
moment where I found my- 
self being dragged over by 
my friends to what resem- 


bled more of a nightstand 
than a bar with a large 
plastic box containing pre- 
fried codfish cakes and a 
small red cooler filled with 
ice and oysters the size of 
a fist. 

Somewhere in between 
“Punk Rock Girl’ by the 
Dead Milkmen and “Holi- 
day in Cambodia” by Dead | 
Kennedys, I had an empty 


shell in hand and the cold | 


slippery sea creature was 
halfway down my throat. 
This was not going to be a 


night of missed opportuni- | 


ties. 

Finally, the bar got ee- 
rily quiet and the haunt- 
ing intro for “Where is My 
Mind?” began to fill the 


room before an eruption of | 
| is a great space for chatting 


cheers. 

In nearly perfect unison, 
the entire bar yelled out the 
lyrics so effortlessly that it 
seemed that the words pro- 
jected onto the screen were 
entirely unnecessary. This 
must be what karaoke in 
Baltimore is all about. 

Suffice it to say, when 
life gives you three oysters 


for five dollars at an Irish | 


Pub on punk-rock karaoke 
night, you hold your head 
high and knock em‘ back 
(and hope you don’t get 
botulism). 
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Howl at the Moon 


By ALLI GRECO 
Staff Writer 
What happens when 


one converted power plant, 
two pianos a nda whole lot 
of singing and dancing are 
mixed together? Howl at 
the Moon, a dueling piano 
bar that has helped fuel 
the nightlife of Baltimore’s 
Power Plant Live complex 


| since 2001. 


sun goes 


Once the 
down, the taps start flow- 
ing and the fun goes way 


up in this hip area of the 


| city. 


Power Plant Live is, in 
fact, a converted power 
plant that currently houses 
some of the most fun and 
unique clubs, bars, and res- 
taurants in Baltimore. Visi- 
tors are free to explore all 


the most unique and ener- 
getic of which is Howl at 
the Moon. 

This is no ordinary bar. 

It is neither a dingy pub 
where the odor of stale 
beer permeates the air nor 
a claustrophobic, chaotic 
and crowded dance club 
with flashing lights. 

Rather, Howl at the 
Moon provides a more 
refreshing experience. 
Its layout is big enough 
that the atmosphere is 
not stuffy, but still inti- 
mate enough to feel like 
a neighborhood hangout 
that attracts energetic 
young people. 

And this place is cer- 
tainly energetic. The spa- 
cious bar area in the back 


with friends over a good 
drink. There is also a stage 
in the middle of the estab- 
lishment with two “duel- 
ing” pianists who take au- 
dience music requests and 
amazingly crank out clas-. 
sics from the 70s, 80s and 
90s, one by one. 

The pianists are not the 
only ones who are making 
the music. They want the 
bar experience to be an in- 
teractive one by calling on 
certain audience members 
to take the stage and sing 


offers dueling pianists 


along. 
Compared to its dance 
club neighbor, Mosaic, 


Howl at the Moon is a fay 
better choice for people 
who want to have the op. 
portunity to casually so. 
cialize with everyone at a 
bar and be part of a com. 
munity where everyone jg 
actively participating in 
the music. 

Mosaic is more intended 
for those who want the ste- 
reotypical nightclub scene 
with flashing black lights, 
a glamorous bar, constant 
dance music operated by a 
DJ, and fewer interperson- 
al interactions. 

However, Howl at the 
Moon provides a warmer 
atmosphere that is some- 
what off the beaten track 
when it comes to city 
nightlife. 

Howl at the Moon also 
offers fantastic promotions 
and contests to keep its 
customers coming back for 
more. 

For instance, by filling 
out a form on the bar's 
website, people can enter 
to win a party, which in- 
cludes free cover charge 
and two free drinks. 

Additionally, there are 
private party packages 
available for purchase that 
provide seating, quick 
entry, cover charge and 
drinks. 

There is even the Rock 
Star Program, a member- 
ship of sorts which pro- 
vides members with free 
admission and _ special 
drink promotions through- 
out the week. 

Combined with its ac- 
tive social media presence 
on Facebook, Howl at the 
Moon’s marketing tactics 
prove that it is committed 
to attracting and forging 
good, relationships with _ 
regulars who appreciate 
good drinks and even bet- 
ter music. 

In Baltimore, Howl at 
the Moon is located at 22 
Market Place. Visit http:// 
howlatthemoon.com/ for 
more information and lo- 
cations nationwide. 


Timberlake 


is “bringing 


sexy back once again 


TIMBERLAKE, pace B3 
unique story through his 
music, a feature that is 
on full display through- 
out 20/20. Whether it’s in 
“That Girl” or “Mirrors,” 
Timberlake explores the 
essence of love withstand- 
ing differences, rather than 
his previous approach of 
seduction and courting 
that comprises songs such 
as “My Love” and “Rock 
Your Body.” At the same 
time, JT honors his pop 
and R&B predecessors 
through the rhythmic in- 
genuity of songs such as 
“Let the Groove Get In,” 
in Michael Jackson’s style 
of pop fusion, or through 
the high-spirited flair of 
“Pusher Love Girl,” a song 
that incorporates reverber- 
ating vocals and harmo- 
nizing choruses character- 
istic of Stevie Wonder. 

Yet, this ambitious ap- 
proach is at once both the 
peak and low-point of The 
20/20 Experience. While al- 
lowing the production of 
unforgettably dexterous 
beats, his objective of- 
ten gets lost in the midst 
of exaggerated outros, 
that while interesting at 
first, seem repetitive by 
the sixth song over seven 
minutes in length. In par- 
ticular, while fascinating 
songs at their core, “Space- 
ship Coupe” and “Blue 
Ocean Floor” seem unsure 
whether they want to be- 
come a pop song, a soulful 
exploration of contrasting 
harmonies or some kind 


of abs instrumental 


display. In their efforts to 


ETS 


encompass some mix of 
all three, the confusion be- 
comes overwhelming. 
Despite these minor slips, 
The 20/20 Experience proves 
to be the new stepping stone 
of the future of the pop/R&B 
genre. In its purely organic 
form, Timberlake creates an 
album that has a wide-rang- 
ing appeal and the potential 
to become one of the, if not 
the, best albums of the year. 
But what may be more excit- 
ing than the lasting quality 
of this compilation of songs 
is what they allow Justin 
to do: perform. If there's 
anything Timberlake has 
proved since his last album 
release, it’s that he thrives 
on an audience, incorporat- 
ing his charisma, intelli- 
gence and spontaneity in his 
song-based _ performances. 
As demonstrated by single- 
handedly reviving the dis- 
mal atmosphere that now 
surrounds Saturday Night 
Live, Justin plays off of those 
around him, making his 
new “Tennessee Kids” band 
and the accompaniment of 
Jay-Z on his upcoming sum- 
mer tour all the more excit- 


"ing. With his album topping 


the music charts, having 
sold 968,000 copies in its first 
week, and an announce- 
ment that he would release 
the second half of “20/20” 
later this year, Timberlake 
has returned as a force in 
the music industry. In the 
words of JT himself, “what 
goes around ... comes all 
the way back around.” By 
the looks of it, this is just his ° 
first lap back around in his 
marathon career. 


‘Diaz entertains with his book and personal anecdotes 


Diaz, PAGE B3 
“You're not Dominican 
because your Spanish isn’t 
f“*ing good enough, 
Diaz said. At the same 


mw 


| time, however, he felt as if 


his English was not good 
enough, as peers would 
seem to say to him, “Oh, 
you speak with this kind of 
accent? You're not f***ing 
smart” Diaz said. 

“Language is such a 
weird shorthand, the way 
in which people make all 
sorts of moral, ethical and 
characterological claims,” 
Diaz said. 

He observed the way in 
which cursing plays a role 
in people’s impression of 
others, often changing peo- 
ple’s initial impressions of 
another human being. 

“But if somebody curses 
once, and even though they 
bring truth —you will dis- 
qualify them,” Diaz said. 

Diaz’s answers present- 
ed a fascinating blend of 
his life as a member of an 

- immigrant family and the 
way in which that experi- 
ence shapes his work. Diaz 
talked about the idea of co- 
loniality, and the way peo- 
ple of color face the ques- 
tion of identity being raised 


again and again, almost, 


defensively. In some sense, 
it’s almost as if Cuban-ness 
were a “possession” Diaz 
said. 
“My favorite thing that 
he talked about was how it 
can be really hard for real- 


ism to capture the experi- 
ence of ‘coloniality/ and 
how science fiction and 
other ‘fantastic’ genres can 
actually do a better job,” se- 
nior Bonnie Goldberg said. 

Diaz explained the way 
that realism does not even 


begin to cover or imagine 
what it means to be a per- 
son of color. Drawing a 
box on the chalkboard be- 
hind him, Diaz, moves and 
draws around it. “How in 
the world can realism re- 
ally ever communicate that 
I look the way I do because 
I was raped into existence?” 
Diaz says. 

Instead, Diaz drew out- 
side of the box, discussing 
the way in which science 
fiction became an outlet for 
him, tapping into fantasy 
stories are always about 
race and breeding. These 
stories are about the people 
that disappear. 

Diaz also spoke about 
the way in which he takes 
his time writing, taking 
five, ten or fifteen years to 
finish a story. “I find writ- 
ing impossible,” Diaz said, 
describing himself as a 
“tortured” artist type. 

But at the same time, he 
also spoke of this lengthy 
process as a great benefit 
to his writing career. “I’m 
somebody who was never 
in ‘a rush.” Even as his 
peers were sending hun- 
dreds of stories out, Diaz 
took his time. His patience 
paid off. The first story he 
submitted was published 
and because of that story, 
he found an agent. 

Goldberg appreciated 
Dfaz’s explanation of his 
writing process. 

“Tt was really great how 
he said that there isn’t any 
rush and the fame hasn't 
affected his work ethic. It 
was such a fresh response,” 
she said. 

Diaz urged writers in 


the audience to avoiding © 


rushing their work “for the 
applause” calling it “the 


worst thing you can do to 
yourself as an artist. The 
only reason an artists has 
any worth is because they 
bring us news of the world 
that they learned as adults 

what I think makes 
an artist is when they’re 
a grown a woman and 
they go out into the world 
and encounter the world,” 
Diaz said. 

Massaro believed in 
Diaz's point. “I definitely 
believe that writers should 
go out and experience the 
world before writing. I be- 
lieve the best writing comes 
from personal experience 
and, as college students, 
we still haven’t experienced 
much. How can I say I've 
lived through something 
worth a serious story when 
I'm only 20? When writing, 
it’s fun to imagine what cer- 
tain situations are like and 
create a story around them, 
and brilliant young writers 
can pull that off, but at least 
for me, it’s difficult because 
I haven't actually experi- 
enced it myself, or experi- 
enced the intensity of emo- 
tion associated,” she said, 

Goldberg also agreed. 
“I agree with the idea that 
writers (and everyone, re- 
ally) need to experience life 
so that they actually have 
something to write about! 
The more things you ex- 
perience, witness and feel, 
the better and more inter- 


esting of a writer you'll be-- 


come,” Goldberg said. _ 

Diaz still 
to work on a new novel, 
“Monstro”, delving even 
greater into the world of 


science fiction calling it a. 


“crazy, Domincan, end of 


the world, monster story.” 
The novel is about “a young 


continues 


woman who tears monsters 
heads clean off with her 
hands and knocks planes 
out of the sky,” Dfaz said. 
He continues to work at 
his slow pace, saying, “I'm 
trying to grow the talent” 
to finish the project. To 
Diaz, the writing process 
is a bizarre growing pro- 
cess, most writers biting off 
projects, were ‘not equal’ to 
finish right away: “The old 
saying is really true — you 
have to become, in the pro- 
cess of the writing, the per- 
son you need to be to finish 
the book. And sometimes 
it takes a lot more growing 
than you are ready for.” ’ 
Though he has found 
success, Diaz is still almost 
disconsolate about his 
work — maintaining that 
tortured artist edge. “In 
the end the book probably 
won't survive,” Diaz said 
of “The Brief Wondrous” 
Life of Oscar Wao.” 
However, Diaz's words 
still seem to echo around 
the room, bound to endure. 
The listener can almost. 
touch them as the character 
Lola touches them — the 
powerful impact around 
the different languages of 
the world, the meaning of 
her mother’s words: 
“Do you feel that? She 
asks in her too-familiar raspy 
voice. = 
__ At first all you feel is the — 
heat of her and the density of 
the tissue, like a bread that 
never stopped rising. She 


kneads your fingers into her. 
Youre oe nae 


what you hear, = ue 


SF 
Set 
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Broadway allows a unique expression of inner emotions through song 


hen I was 
a kid, | 
used __ to 
pretend 
my life 
Was a musical. 
. This meant breaking 
into song and dance when- 
ever I felt the situation 
called for such theatrics. 
(Some examples include 
Waiting in line at McDon- 
ald’s, Mother’s Day brunch 
at the Country Club and 
swimming lessons at the 
local 


of the Sharks and the Jets 
and dance dueling choreo- 
graphed numbers. 

Songs in the theater also 
work as convenient literary 
devices. 

Characters can reveal 
their inner thoughts as 
though no one else were 
there. 

These moments serve a 
similar function to the so- 
liloquy, but are often more 
dynamic and entertaining 
to watch. 


While 
a ; & e the © lyr- 
ee Kwiatkoski i: 
§ De im- 
ine, this “nse 

didnt ae = The Culture ato 
ways go theatrical 


Over so well. 

But if I lived on a Broad- 
way stage, bystanders 
would have enthusiastical- 
ly joined in instead of just 
staring. 

I've heard the argu- 
ment that musicals are 
phony because in real 
life, people don’t sing and 
dance at every available 
moment. 

But the truth is that I al- 
ways feel like breaking into 
song. It’s just the expecta- 
tions of society that keep 
me from doing so. 

And I can’t be the only 
one who wishes my dai- 
ly activities came with a 
soundtrack. 

That must be why the- 
ater appeals to so many of 
us. 

Musicals allow charac- 
ters to express themselves 
in ways we wish we could. 
If you feel sad, sing about 
it. If you're in love, perform 
a nice duet. If you’re in- 
volved in some light gang 
warfare, follow the lead 


conventions allow an en- 
tire ensemble to share ina 
collective musical experi- 
ence. 

Sure it’s contrived, but 
the songs synthesize hu- 
man relations into some- 
thing tangible, under- 
standable and memorable. 
This is especially effective 
for shows that focus on a 
person's interior state of 
mind, something which is 
rather difficult to portray 
on stage. 

I appreciate the benefits 
and particularities of musi- 
cals. 

You can usually depend 
on these staples, although 
the musical genre is di- 
verse. 

I’m a fan of all sorts of 
sung fiction: the plays, the 
movies, the rock operas 
and the musical TV epi- 
sodes. 

These vary greatly in 
medium, subject matter 
and tone, but the good 
ones share a _ sensitivity 
and willingness to dance 


across otherwise inacces- 
sible emotions. 

As I am a child of the 
Disney Renaissance Period 


of the 90s, | grew up on 
magical movies like Beau- 
ty and the Beast, The Little 


Mermaid, Aladdin and Poca- 
hontas. From there, it was 
a natural transition to live 
musicals. 

[he first Broadway play 
I saw was Aida, on my 13th 
birthday. 

It was beautiful and 
utterly tragic. This was a 
different kind of musical 
than the ones from Disney 
that I was used to; it was a 
grown-up story complete 
with forbidden love and 
a Shakespearean ending. 
Aida showed me than mu- 
sicals could be more than 
silverware singing “Be Our 
Guest.” 

After that came Phan- 
tom of the Opera (not my 
favorite), The Drowsy 
Chaperone, Chicago, Spring 
Awakening, Rent, Next to 
Normal, Wicked, Hair and 
plenty of other less pivot- 
al pieces. Rent and Spring 
Awakening were both ac- 
companied by lengthy ob- 
sessions before and after 
the actual show. 

(It’s good to hear the 
soundtrack first, grow 
fond of it and then fall 
madly in:love when you 
see it live). 

Both of these plays 
proved that dark subject 
matter wasn’t off-limits for 
the supposedly light musi- 
cal theater medium. 

In fact, music’s ability 
to immediately induce in- 
tense emotions is great for 
plays like Rent which span 
the range from jubilation to 
desolation. 


DEAD, From B3 
bible open with a high- 
lighted passage about 
punishment for one’s sins, 
a great moment in this oth- 
erwise tense scene. 

Soon after the Governor 
and -his cronies descend 
into the tombs in search of 
any life, the ambush begins. 

In this guerilla-style at- 
tack, the prison crew man- 
ages to take out nearly half 
of the Woodburyites with- 
out a single causality on 
their side (unless you count 
Carl’s humanity). Every- 
one’s favorite brat-turned- 
badass preteen, Carl, 
shoots a frightened boy not 
much older than himself 
as he was surrendering his 
weapon in a manner remi- 
niscent of Shane, who was 
of the “kill before you're 
killed” mentality and who 
was killed off at the end of 
the previous season, leav- 
ing audiences to wonder 
if Carl is going to follow in 
Shane’s footsteps. 

Although audiences 
certainly weren't hoping 
anyone in the prison crew 
would die, having three 
seasons of brazen main 
character killing by the 
writers left the unlikely 
victory a little too, well, 
unlikely. 

Panning back to the 
fleeing Governor and citi- 
zens of Woodbury, audi- 
ences begin to truly see 
the Governor's hysteria 
and craziness as he kills off 
his remaining forces in a 


COURTESY OF WWWTHEWALKINGDEADSTREAM.NET 
The Walking Dead finale did not include as many deaths of the main characters as audiences expected. 


Anticipated finale disappoints fans 


rage, save for his two right 
hand men (and Karen, who 
hides underneath the body 
of a shot Woodbury man). 
Even someone without 
any military background 
would know that massa- 
cring your entire army isn’t 
a great battle tactic. 

After this surprising 
turn of events, the Gover- 
nor turns, stomps into the 
woods and that’s the last 
that audiences see of him. 

The Governor does not 
die, nor does he continue to 
attack the prison. He merely 
slips away into the woods, 
leaving the storyline of the 
third season hanging. 

This is where the finale 
begins to pull apart at the 
seams. 

At Woodbury, Andrea 
has been taking her sweet 
time trying to grab hold of 
a set of pliers Milton pur- 
posefully dropped behind 
her so she can escape be- 
fore Milton turns into a 
walker and attacks. It was 
frustrating for all the view- 
ers to watch her pause and 
hold entire conversations 
with Milton, seemingly 
unaware that time is run- 
ning out. 

At the same time, the 
ultimate dream team con- 
sisting of Rick, Daryl and 
Michonne set off after the 
Governor. Who they find 
instead is just Karen (a 
possible future love inter- 
est for Rick) and eventual- 
ly the dying Andrea, with 
a chunk missing out of her 


neck courtesy of Milton. 

Clearly, she should have 
hurried up. 

Although any death 
of a major character is at 
least semi-shocking, some 
fans felt more than a little 
vindicated after learn- 
ing Andrea’s fate, as for 
a portion of the fandom, 
she has been increasingly 
annoying since day one, 
and many people could no 
longer stand her constant 
swaggering one second 
longer. 

In the final moments, 
audiences see Rick leading 
the geriatrics and children 
of Woodbury, along with 
Tyreese and Sasha, back 
to the prison. Carl protests 
the newcomers’ welcome 
into the prison, again re- 
calling Shane last season. 

While Rick contem- 
plates his son’s deep loss of 
morality, audiences were 
left with a feeling of dissat- 
isfaction. 

All of this buildup, epi- 
sode upon episode, just for 
a finale whose plot points 
centered around Andrea 
and Carl, the most irri- 
tating characters in The 
Walking Dead? 

While everyone is still 
fully hoping for a killer 
season four in October, 
an underwhelming sense 
is undeniable. Hopefully 
next time the writers will 
understand what Dead- 


Heads truly want: more 


Dead, more drama and 
more Daryl Dixon. 


Although I saw these 
popular modern musicals 
on Broadway, I got to know 
the classic pieces mostly 
through their. film adapta- 
tions. 

I found West Side Story 
to be a wonderful (albeit 
extremely long) movie. 
Guys and Dolls introduced 
me to the stories of Damon 
Runyon as well as the inex- 
orable force of nature that 
is Marlon Brando. 

His role as Sky Master- 
son is a bit more tame and 
family-friendly than other 
iconic performances like 
those in A Streetcar Named 
Desire and The Godfather, 
but it’s still clear why the 
man was a Star. As some- 
one cast as a lead in a mu- 
sical, it’s unfortunate that 
Brando could not sing a 
note. But he acts well, of 
course, and Frank Sinatra 
picks up the slack with 


his role as Nathan Detroit. 

Being a classic rock fan, 
I also enjoy those musical- 
like concept albums popu- 
lar in the 60s and 70s. 


COURTESY OF WWW.AMAZON.COM 
Through the medium of live theater, Rent tells the dark yet heartwarming story of friends living in New York. 


These tell a 
strange) story with a se- 
ries of songs, and they are 
much like a_ traditional 
musical, only a bit more 


(usually 


elusive. 


From the concept al- 
bum came The Who's 


famed rock operas, Tommy 
and Quadrophenia, both 
of which were made into 
movies in the 70s. 

Tommy especially works 
as a piece of musical the- 
ater, as most of the story is 
contained within the lyr- 
ics. Its tale of a deaf, dumb 
and blind pinball wizard is 
an interesting mix of clas- 
sic theatricality and 60s ex- 
perimentation. 

Tommy the movie is also 
worth watching if only to 
see Roger Daltrey’s stun- 
ning performance as a 
long-haired, bare-chested 
messiah. 

More recent attempts 
to combine classic rock 
with musical conventions 
include Uni- 
verse, whose soundtrack 
is entirely made of Beatles 


Across’ the 


songs, and Velvet Goldmine, 
a fictionalized interpreta- 
tion of the life of David’ 
Bowie. 

In both these films, ac- 
tors perform songs of the 
time (the 60s and 70s), 
which, when combined in 
the right way, tell an inter- 
esting story. 

(This technique comes 
perhaps from the tradition 
of Mamma Mia, a romp of 
a play told through ABBA 
music). 

Musicals may not be re- 
alistic, but they are an hon- 
est attempt to make sense 
of life. ; 

On stage, characters 
sing the thoughts they’d 
never say. Their world is 
different from our own, yet 
recognizable in its dedica- 
tion to the authenticity of 
human emotion. 

In real life, you probably 
don’t work through your 
problems or celebrate your 
successes with the help of a 
catchy soundtrack. 

But be honest: Don’t you 
wish you could? ; 
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i COURTESY OF CERN 
particle collider can be used to smash protons into tinier particles. 


Evidence of the “God 


particle” discovered 


By DANIEL BERMAN 
For The News-Letter 


For the past few months, 
particle physicists have 
been very cautious about 
calling the newly discov- 
ered particle, found at the 
Large Hadron Collider, a 
“Higgs-like” particle. The 
Large Hadron Collider at 
the European Organiza- 
tion for Nuclear Research 
(CERN) is the largest parti- 
cle collider on earth, made 
to smash protons together 
at velocities near the speed 
of light in order to learn 
more about the fundamen- 
tal particles that describe 
the universe. The reason 
that this new particle has 
been called a “Higgs-like” 
particle is, simply, that we 
aren't entirely sure that it is 
actually “the Higgs boson” 
predicted by the Standard 
Model. 

However, many physi- 
cists, including some of 
those here at Hopkins in 
the Department of Physics 
and Astronomy, are work- 
ing to identify this particle. 
Co-leading the investiga- 
tion is associate professor 
Andrei Gritsan, who is a 
collaborator on the. CMS 
(Compact Muon Solenoid 


Experiment) detector. Grit- 


amining the decay of this 


“Higgs-like” particle into | 


two Z bosons, a particle 


that mediates the weak | 


nuclear force. 


There are two rea- 


sons why this particle, | 
also known by individu- | delivery. 


als outside the scientific | 


community as the “God 


why all fundamental par- 
ticles with mass, such as 
quarks, have mass. The 
second is that it has the 
ability to explain why 
photons, the particles that 
mediate the electromag- 
netic force, are massless, 
while Z and W:+ bosons, 


the particles that mediate | 
the weak nuclear force, | 


have mass. 


tons don’t have 
and Z and W+ 
do, because in the early 
universe, these forces 
originated from the same 
force, called the elec- 
troweak force. However, 
as the universe cooled af- 
ter the Big Bang, that force 
separated into the two 
forces we have recently 
SeE HIGGS BOSON, Pace B9 


| deprives 
baby’s brain of oxygen, 
| which, if not treated with- 


| in six hours of birth, often 
san’s team has been ex- | 
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BMEs engineer life-saving cooling device 


By SUNNY CAI 


For The News-Letter 

Hopkins undergradu- 
ate biomedical engineer- 
ing design teams never 


cease to amaze with their 
innovative and_ practical 
medical inventions. Past 
teams have devised de- 
vices such as CervoCheck, 
a labor monitoring device 
for pregnant women. This 
time, a BME design team 
has wowed the Hopkins 
community once again by 
inventing a novel device 
called the “Cooling Cure,” 
which could potentially 
save the lives of millions of 


| newborn babies with Hy- 


poxic Ischemic Encepha- 
lopathy (HIE). 

HIE is a condition that 
the newborn 


causes brain damage, neu- 
rological diseases like ce- 
rebral palsy or even death. 
Risk factors that lead to 
oxygen deficiency in the 
brain include umbilical 
cord knotting, placenta 
problems and untrained 


The good news is that 


| prolonged cooling of an 
particle,” is so important. | 


The first is that it explains | diately after birth can be 


HIE-affected baby imme- 


a therapeutic strategy to 
prevent the ensuing brain 
damage. However, unfor- 
tunately, the expensive, 
high-tech medical equip- 
ment required for such 


| treatment is often unsuit- 
| able for developing na- 


tions, and pregnant wom- 
en in impoverished regions 
often lack prompt access to 


| medical specialists or high- 
It is strange that pho- | 

mass | 
bosons | 


tech hospital equipment. 
As a result, neurological 
Complications and infant 
mortality caused by HIE 
are much more prevalent 
in developing nations. 

The Cooling Cure, a 
cheap, medical device 
designed by a team of 
undergraduate students 
studying biomedical engi- 
neering, effectively lowers 
the body temperatures of 


newborn babies _ suffer- 
ing from HIE in order to 
prevent irreversible brain 
damage and_ ultimately 
save infant lives. 

The current standard 
of treatment in the United 
States for HIE is therapeu- 
tic hypothermia, in which 
the body temperature of 
an infant is 


COURTESY OF PHIL SNEIDERMAN 
Students have designed a low-cost device that will help babies recover from oxygen deficiency during birth. 


the use of this treatment 
is not viable in developing 
nations since the current 
advanced _—_ hypothermia 
devices are expensive and 
require large amounts of 
electricity. 

The Hopkins student 
team’s low-tech  baby- 
cooling device is simple 


lowered on a 


enough to 
be utilized 


cooling blan- Not only did the in develop- 
ket to 92 de- : ing nations 
grees Fahr- cooling have to a thout 
enheit and achieve acertain  supplemen- 
maintained tal, stan- 
at that tem- temperature, but dard __ ther- 
perature for ane apeutic 
pian: edare also it had to cool Re pethewe 
After this at aspecificrate... mia treat- 
hy pother- K ments or 
mic period, ae JOHN IM, reliable 
the baby is TEAM LEADER AND electrical 
rewarmed infrastruc- 
at a gradual POSTGRADUATE ture. The 
rate of 0.9 de- total cost of 
grees Fahr- the device is 


enheit per hour until his 
or her core body tempera- 
ture reaches 97.7 degrees 
Fahrenheit. Unfortunately, 


less than 40 dollars, which 
is 99 percent lower than 
current advanced hypo- 
thermia devices. 


“My team was amazed 
that so many millions of 
babies in developing coun- 
tries suffer from the im- 
pacts of a disease that can 
be so easily treated in the 
United States,” John Kim, 
leader of the student team 
and a post-graduate from 
Santa Barbara, California, 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. 

“We believe that mak- 
ing a cost-effective cool- 
ing device available for 
developing countries can 
bring a significant impact 
by saving lives of innocent 
newborns suffering due to 
the lack of resources and 
health systems,” he wrote. 

Cooling Cure consists of 
basic electronics, two clay 
pots, sand and urea-based 
instant cold pack pow- 
der. Sand is placed inside 
the larger clay pot and is 
mixed with the urea pow- 
der. The smaller clay pot is 
then placed on top of the 
sand, and the newborn is 

See DEVICE, pace B8 


By KELLEN MCGEE 
For The News-Letter 


Gun-related _ tragedies 
have left names that pre- 
viously referred only to 
locations on a map with 
unshakable, secondary 
meanings. Virginia Tech, 
Tucson, Aurora and, most 
recently, Newtown lost 
their cartographic ano- 
nymity when shootings 
catapulted them into the 
headlines. As Americans 
struggle to come to terms 
with the mass-shootings 
of the past decade, the two 
most prominent questions 
in the national conscious- 
ness — “how?” closely fol- 
lowed by “why?” — have 
complicated the social and 
political fallout surround- 
ing gun-control policies in 
unforeseen ways. 

Though politicians join 
in chorus to condemn the 
violent acts, the concert 
ends in discord when poli- 
cymakers try to debate the 
most effective means for 
protecting the public. Yet, 


JANSON TRIEU/ GRAPHICS EDITOR 
News sources often jump to conclusions about the mental health of mass shooting suspects In initial reports. 


Shootings affect views of mental illness 


regardless of political affil- 
iation, most people are able 
to agree on one thing: the 
shooter never, ever should 
have had a gun. 

But who is the shooter? 

The American public, 
hungry for answers, has 
rushed to early and some- 
times inaccurate news 
reports that the various 
shooters have histories of 
mental illness. Implicated 
mental illnesses in news 
media have run the gamut 
from schizophrenia to bi- 
polar disorder and even 
(in the case of Seung-Hui 
Cho, the Virginia Tech 
shooter) autism. Many 
of these connections 
have since been proven 
false, though this has not 
quelled heightened suspi- 


-cions- and fears. 


‘Fimena McGinty, a PhD 
candidate with the Hop- 
kins Center for Gun Policy 
and Research at the Bloom- 
berg School of Public 
Health, decided it was time 
to get the facts after the 
January 2011 attack in Tuc- 


son, AZ that killed six and 
wounded thirteen includ- 
ing Rep. Gabrielle Giffords. 
“It just really struck me 
that there really was a lot 
of attention to the fact that 
it seemed like the shooter 
had some kind of serious 
mental illness, though at 
the time of the shooting, 
it was unclear,” McGinty 
said. “This apparent link 
between. mental health 
and violence which is very 
misleading because, as we 
know, the vast majority of 
people with mental illness 
are not, in fact, violent.” 
Scientists, doctors and 
mental health advocacy 
groups are concerned 
that the answers quickly 
sought by the public may 
lead to an increased stigma 
for those with severe men- 


tal illnesses. This stigma’ 


can cause issues for indi- 
viduals with mental health 
issues who are looking to 
rent apartments or apply 
for jobs. 
It turns out that this 
See SHOOTING, pace B9 


By MARU JAIME 
Staff Writer 


Doctor of Medicine: the 
career respected through- 
out the world and con- 
tended for by thousands 
of students in the U.S. ev- 
ery year, just got easier to 
endure. After a tough four 
years of undergraduate 
studies and an even more 
grueling medical school 
education, students are fi- 
nally exposed to the real 
medical world under the 
guidance of other physi- 
cians during their residen- 
cy. In 2011, the residency 
hour requirements shifted 
from intensive 30-hour 
shift limits to more agree- 
able 16-hour shifts. 

Unfortunately, the re- 
duced shift hours seem to 
be affecting more than just 
the resident’s sleep sched- 
ule. In fact, according to a 
new Hopkins study pub- 
lished on March 25, the res- 
ident’s increased comfort 
may come at the expense 
of patient health. Is the 
trade-off worth it when the 
most important aspect of a 
doctor's job — the patient’s 
well-being — is put at risk? 

A couple of years ago, 
a 120-hour work schedule 
was considered acceptable 
in the typical resident's 
seven day week. Residents 
would work despite ex- 
haustion, forced to make 
life-changing decisions 
while sleep-deprived. The 
Accreditation Council for 
Graduate Medical Educa- 
tion (ACGME) realized 


this might be endanger-— 


ing patients’ quality of life 
and decided to take action 
to amend standards set in 


2003. 

The implemented AC- 
GME measures allow for 
night calls only once every 
three days, and a maxi- 
mum of 80 work hours 
and one day of rest a week 
amongst others. Contro- 
versy arose soon after the 
release of these require- 
ments as hospitals fought 
to accommodate residents 
and patients alike. 

Sanjay Virendra Desai, 
the director of the resi- 
dency program for inter- 
nal medicine at Hopkins 
Hospital, investigated the 
effects of the ACGME rules 
on patient well-being. 

“I think the need to study 
this was that the policies af- 
fect the core of US healthcare 
— the safety of patients and 


Reduced resident hours prove harmiul 


training of our physicians,” 
Desai wrote in an email to 
The News-Letter. “There was 
little data for these new re- 
strictions and, given the im- 
portance, we felt the need to 
fill that gap. The goal was to 
build an evidence base to in- 
form policy.” 

Among other  vari- 
ables, Desai and her team 
explored handoff times, 
sleep/error correlation and 
resident education. 

With the new regula- 
tions, hospitals changed 
resident shifts to’ last 
around 16 hours, a great 
decrease from the ap- 
proximate 30 hours 
previously allotted. 
The average number of 
residents each patient 

See RESIDENT, pace B8 « 
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In 2011, medical residents’ shifts were capped at 16 hours by the ACGME. 
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COURTESY OF LA GRANDE FARMERS’ MARKET VIA FLICKR 
The genome of peaches was compared with that of other crops to understand its potential as a biofuel. 


Peaches may provide new biofuel 


By CAROLYN ZIN 
Staff Writer 


Mothers constantly re- 
mind their children that 
an apple a day keeps the 
doctor away, assuring 
that eating fruits and veg- 
etables is important for 
having a healthy lifestyle. 
However, recent discover- 
ies have shown that crops 
such as fruits may serve 
as much more than just a 
daily source of vitamins. 
On top of providing nutri- 
tious supplements, fruits 
have been recently found 
to be an excellent source 
for fuel. 

Along with his team of 
researchers, Jeremy Sch- 
mutz, head of the Plant 
Program at the U.S. De- 
partment of Energy Joint 
Genome Institute, pub- 
lished in a recent edition 
of Nature Genetics, the 
genome of Prunus persica, 
a species of the peach. 
Schmutz’s team chose to 
map the peach genome be- 
cause it is one of the best 
genetically characterized 
deciduous trees. Peaches 
are part of a family that 


Resident shill cults cause problems for patients 


RESIDENT, Pace B7 
would see went from 
three to five, an increase 
of about 33 to 67 percent. 
This raised the likelihood 
of both hand-off miscom- 
munication and greater pa- 
tient discomfort. 

“We demonstrated that 
while these changes led to 
some (albeit small) changes 
in sleep around the time of 
call, there were negative 
effects in the domains of 
education, perceived qual- 
ity of care and substantial 
increases in transitions of 
care from one provider to 
another,” Desai wrote. “Pa- 
tient safety is always the 


includes different other 
fruits, crops and plants. 
The genomes of species 
are ideal for comparative 
study because of its inter- 
nal diversity. 

Schmutz and his team 
compared the peach ge- 
nome to that of other tree 
species, such as the pop- 
lar tree. From this com- 
parison, different path- 
ways of the biosynthesis 
of important elements in 
plants was discovered. 
One of the compounds 
is lignin, a sort of “glue” 
that holds plant cells to- 
gether. They hypothesize 
that the lignin pathway is 
an important barrier that 
researchers must look into 
to produce biofuel from 
biomass. 

Furthermore, the analy- 
sis showed that the overall 
genome sequence may be 
associated with fruit tree 
evolution. After analyz- 
ing the DNA sequences 
of many different. biofuel 
crops, Schmutz and _ his 
team expected that cellu- 
losic ethanol could be ex- 
tracted in order to produce 
energy fuels. 


priority, and it is intrinsi- 
cally tied to well-being of 
trainees.” 

The amount of sleep the 
residents gained from the 
changes was found to be 
minimal. Residents work- 
ing 16-hour shifts pro- 
cured an average of three 
additional hours of sleep 
per 48-hour period. 

But how much did this 
enhance the resident's per- 
formance? Are these three 
hours really as consequen- 
tial as previously thought? 

The researchers sought 
opinions on this issue from 
nurses who interact closely 
with both residents and 


Overall, the success- 
ful mapping of the peach 
genome not only allowed 
scientists to understand 
foundational, _ biological 
details of many different 
species of trees within 
the family, but also pro- 
vided insight to genome | 
evolution and the changes 
within the genome that 
characterize different 
species. 

Eventually, the collabo- 
rators on this project hope 
to manipulate different | 
gene sequences within the 
peach genome in order to 
produce the biofuels and | 
increase biomass. New and | 
unique methods for creat- | 
ing alternative fuels are on | 
its way. | 

The project was funded 
by the U.S Department of | 
Energy Office Science. Al- | 


though researchers were | ... 


mainly affiliated with the 
Department of Energy Joint 
Genome Institute, this has 
also been an international 
project with support from 
the Italian government. In- 
stitutes in Spain, Chile and 
France also contributed to 
the effort. 


patients. The nurses rec- 
ognized that interns with 
longer hours showed more 
continuity in their work, 
learned more and overall 
afforded better patient sat- 
isfaction. 

With decreased work 
hours, the amount of time 
allocated to resident edu- 
cation is often reduced as 
well. Each intern admits 
fewer patients into the hos- 
pital, has time to attend less 
medical conferences and, 
most importantly, spends 
less time on rounds. 

Although patient care is 
of utmost importance, the 
researchers acknowledged 


Low-cost device will save iniants 


DEVICE, pace B7 
placed inside. To cool the 
newborn, water is added 
to the mixture of sand and 
powder, causing a chemi- 
cal reaction that draws heat 
away from the newborn. To 
rewarm the baby, a small 
block is placed inside the 
pot underneath the child. 
Additional blocks can 
be added to increase the 
warming rate. 

The entire baby-cooling 
device is monitored by a 
microprocessor and sensors 
that detect skin and rectal 
temperature. Two sets of 
LED lights on the device in- 
dicate the status of the neo- 
nate’s treatment. One set of 
LED lights, attached to the 
skin and rectal monitoring 
sensors, provides tempera- 
ture feedback and assists 
in obtaining the specific 
ranges within which the 
neonate’s body temperature 
must be kept during cool- 


| ing and rewarming. Nurses 


or family members can add 
more water to the sand if 
the baby is too warm or 


| lift the baby away from the 


cooling surface if the baby 
is too cold. 

The other set of LED 
lights, located on the side of 
the outer pot, corresponds 
to three different heights at 
which the baby may be ele- 
vated or lowered to achieve 
an optimal rate of cooling 
or rewarming. The moni- 
toring system is powered 
by two AAA batteries. 

The cooling method that 

the team implemented in 
their invention is based off 
of a simple, historical cool- 
ing method. 
“Our greatest success is 
turning a simple tech- 
nique for refrigerating 
food used since ancient 
times ... into a control- 
lable and efficient method 
to prevent brain damage in 
newborns,” Kim wrote. 

The team tested their 
device using piglets, under 
the guidance of the Hop- 


the intentions of the AC- 
GME restrictions and the 
importance of a balance be- 
tween trainee work hours 
and patient well-being. 
“Patient safety is a high- 
ly complex science,” Desai 
wrote. “Any manipulation 
of one variable, in this case 
duty hours, will necessar- 
ily affect other relevant 
variables. Ultimately, we 
are optimistic the ACGME 
will consider these data as 
we move forward. In the 
end, the goals of the AC- 
GME and of training pro- 
grams are exactly the same 
— to enhance patient safe- 
ty and trainee well-being.” 


COURTESY OF PHIL SNEIDERMAN 
The device uses sand and clay to lower the baby’s body temperature. 


kins School of Medicine's 
pediatric critical care unit 
laboratory and the neona- 
tal mneuro-intensive care 
nursery with the approval 
of the Hopkins Animal 
Care and Use Committee. 
The anatomy and stages of 
neuronal development are 
similar in piglets and hu- 
man neonates, making the 
animals an optimal choice 
of model. 

Nevertheless, there are 
some differences between 
using the device on piglet 
models and on actual hu- 
man newborns. 

“A major difference be- 
tween the two is that sig- 
nificantly more care must 
be shown to avoid any side 
effects that would impact 
the long-term health of a 
baby,” Kim wrote. “While 
the piglets were specifical- 
ly obtained for this short- 
term study of the cooling 
ability. of the device, the 
newborns are undergoing 
this treatment in hopes of 
preventing serious neu- 
rological disease that will 


impact their entire lives.” 


There were other chal- 
lenges throughout the 
development of the Cool- 


| ing Cure. In order for the 


device to be effectively 
implemented in develop- 
ing nations, it could not 
rely heavily on electricity. 
Additionally, the device 
had to be able to lower and 
raise the newborn’s body 
temperature by precise 
amounts at optimal rates 
within specific periods of 
time. 

“One of the big chal- 
lenges was how to cool 
newborns for three days 
without using too much 
electricity,” Kim wrote. 
“Not only did the cool- 
ing have to achieve a cer- 
tain temperature, but also 
it had to cool at a specific 
rate; not too quickly, and 
not too slowly. In the be- 
ginning, we tried different 


methods for cooling, but 
they were not cost effective 
or efficient.” 

The Cooling Cure de- 
vice exemplifies one of the 
fundamental values of bio- 
medical engineering — the 
patient’s needs come first. 

“This device shows 
two of the key elements of 
biomedical _ engineering: 
understanding the core 
physiological and_physi- 
cal elements of a medical 
process and the associated 
technologies, and using 
that knowledge to engi- 
neer a device that fits well 
within the target market,” 
Kim wrote. 

“These two ideas, the 
core sciences and the end- 
goal understanding, are 
key to biomedical engi- 
neering because of the 
patient-centric viewpoint 
that all projects start from 
and end at,” he wrote. 

The Cooling Cure device 
also opens up new doors 
in advancing biomedical 
engineering developments 
and patient care. 

“This device provides an 
excellent example that oth- 
er engineers and research- 
ers can follow in regards to 
breaking down current so- 
phisticated technology and 
designing simpler devices 
that can change the world,” 
Kim wrote. 

“It further stresses 
the importance of under- 
standing the environment 
in which the device or re- 
search is being applied, 
and making use of simple 
materials and methods 
within those surround- 
ings to create a product 
that fits well with the con- 
sumers that will be using 
ibe 

With the help of the 
Cooling Cure device, many 
newborn babies in de- 
veloping nations may be 
saved from a fatal disease 
and given a second chance 
at life. 


Discovery of rare two-headed shark prompts discussion of ocean pollution 


. 


By TONY WU 


Staff Writer 


While the existence of 
a two headed creature can 
only seem possible in a 
Disney or sci-fi movie, such 
animals do actually exist 
in our world. In fact, we 
even have a scientific name 
for two-headedness: dice- 
phalia, or axial bifurcation. 

This condition usually 
results after severe devel- 
opmental deformities. Mi- 
chael Wagner, an assistant 
professor at Michigan State 
University notes that these 
deformities are rare, and 
even more rarely recorded. 


_ Most of these mutations 


occur in animals such as 
snakes and lizards. How- 
ever, recently, 


dicephalia in bull sharks. 
Dicephalia is a rare 
phenomenon and one that 
greatly reduces the sur- 
vival rate of the animal. 


The mutation starts during — 
the gastrulation period of a _ 


fertilized embryo. During 
the gastrulation period, 
the anterior of the neural 
tube is duplicated. The pair 


scientists 
have confirmed a case of | 


of neural tubes then devel- 
op into individual heads, 
resulting in the organism 
having two heads. Organ- 
isms afflicted with axial bi- 


furcation often do not sur- 


vive outside of the womb. 
Those that are successfully 
born lack control of mobil- 
ity because it is difficult to 
manage competing signals 
emanating from two dif- 
ferent brains. The hindered 
mobility affects the ability 
to chase after prey and es- 


COURTESY OF WWW.ACE-FR.ORG 
This bull shark possessed two heads, two hearts and two stomachs. 


cape predators. 
The recently discovered | 

two-headed bull shark was 
obtained from the womb 
of a captured shark. Fish- 
erman removed the fetuses 
from the shark, while abid- 
ing by standard proce- 
dures necessary for proper 


extraction and treatment 


of both the infant and the 
mother. The normal fetus- 
es were released back into 
the wild, but the mutated 
fetus died shortly after the 


fisherman severed the um- 
bilical cord. To preserve 
the unusual specimen, 
the fisherman soaked the 
shark in 70 percent ethanol. 

During the examination 
of the specimen, scientists 
noted several interesting 
characteristics. First, the 
shark with dicephalia is 
considerably shorter than 
normal baby sharks. Fur- 
thermore, the shark also 
has multiple dorsal fins, a 
deviation from the usual, 
singular dorsal fin. Besides 
these defects, the research- 
ers found that other, exter- 
nal physical aspects of the 
shark were normal. 

To gain a deeper insight 
into the condition, scien- 
tists at the Florida Keys 
Community College de- 
cided to subject the shark 
to a radiograph. The radio- 
graph revealed the abnor- 
malities in the vertebrae 
of the animal. While nor- 


mal sharks possess 208 to 


227 vertebrae, the mutated 
shark contained 89 on the 
right and 88 on the left. 
Moreover, the vertebrates 
are larger near the bifur- 
cation and some are more 


densely packed, giving the 
impression of fused verte- 
brae. 

As they took a look at 
the internal organs of the 
shark, the investigators 
discovered that the shark 
possessed two heads, two 


tal abnormalities, to para- 
sitic infection or pollutants 
in the environment. Some 
also theorize that malnu- 
trition may factor into its 
prevalence. 

“This specimen on its 
own may not lead to any 


hearts and new _ sci- 
two* stom- ence...[but] 
achs, The severity of the we — may 
Further : - eventually 
down, the mutation sparked be able to 
shark fused >: identif 
into a single the researchers’ in- patter vt 
lower torso terest in determin- and gain 
and tail,” a an under- 
Wagner ing the cause. standing 
said. This __ of — what 
division into MICHAEL WAGNER, causes 
two parallel ASSISTANT PROFESSOR AT it to oc- 
systems ex- MICHIGAN State UNiversity cur,” Wag- 
cited scien- ner said. 
tists because While the 
it is even range of 


rarer than the typical axial 
bifurcation. 

The severity of the 
mutation sparked the re- 
searchers’ interest in de- 
termining the cause. There 
have been various theories 
regarding the cause of ax- 
ial bifurcation. The possi- 
bilities range from physical 
diseases, such as congeni- 


possible causes is broad, 
there is a rising belief 
that the main cause is 
the pollution that results 
from the Deepwater Ho- 
rizon,.a large offshore oil 
drilling rig. : 

“[This] could lead to a 
discussion of the health of 
the world’s oceans,” Wag- 
ner said. Yaa 
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ound that subjects who read articles about mental illness and gun violence were more likely to have negative attitudes about mental illness 


Media increases stigma toward mentally ill 


SHOOTING, pace B7 
kind of stigma does not 
depend on the accuracy of 
the news report itself. Even 
in cases when the report 
was later rescinded, stud- 
ies have shown that the ini- 
tial impression of the story 
is what sticks in the public 
imagination. 

McGinty sought to test 
how people’s perceptions 
of the connection be- 
tween mental health and 
violence are affected by 
news reports about vio- 
lent crimes perpetrated 
by mentally ill people. 
McGinty designed an in- 
ternet-based experiment 
that asked people to read 
various types of news ar- 
ticles, then answer ques- 
tions pertaining to mental 
illness and gun violence. 
Since it was impossible 
to find a group of people 
who hadn’t recently read 
anything about mass 
shootings, the study was 
conducted with the as- 
sumption that everyone 
had an initial opinion 
about mental illness and 
gun violence. 

The trick was to design 
an experiment that tested 
the causal relationship be- 
tween reading articles at- 
tributing violence to men- 
tal illness and changes in 
subjects’ perception of the 
danger of mentally ill peo- 
ple. McGinty compared 
online-survey results be- 
tween subjects who had 
just read a news article 


about mental illness and 
gun violence to those who 
hadn'’t. 

“In the results, we 
found 10-20 percent more 
negative attitudes towards 
populations of mentally 
ill people than the con- 
trol group,” 


a mass-shooting, mental 
health advocates are more 
concerned with the lasting 
effects for the population 
of mental health patients. 
“They want to know 
whether talking about 
those policies or promot- 


Br ing these 
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reading an 
article then 
immediate- 
ly answer- 
ing questions — made the 
findings time-sensitive. In 
real-world scenarios, peo- 
ple get news from many 
different sources through- 
out each day. 

_., But it’s a pretty decent 
proxy for the two weeks 
following mass shootings 
when all we hear about 
in the news media is, you 
know, the Sandy Hook Ele- 
mentary School shooting,” 
McGinty said. 

Advocacy groups for 
mental health and gun- 
control policies have been 
extremely interested in this 
study. Though gun-control 
advocates may capitalize 
on the discussions of strict- 
er gun policies following 


PHD CANDIDATE 


gun-control 
policies that 
prevented 
people with 
mental illnesses from ob- 
taining guns. Interesting- 
ly, she found that this kind 
of article did not increase 
the negative attitudes to- 
ward people with mental 
“illness. d 

The’ ¥esult functions as 
a cautious assurance for 
mental health advocates 
that these reports will not 
end up stigmatizing the 
mentally ill in the public 
eye. Even so, McGinty pre- 
dicts that the result from 
her study most likely to be 
cited in the world of aca- 
demic literature is the fact 
that articles connecting 
violence to mental illness 
can increase public stigma. 

It remains unclear 


what the policy implica- 
tions of this research will 
be, and the solution may 
not come from reforming 
reporting practices or pol- 
icy rhetoric. 

“The news media isn’t 
necessarily doing anything 
wrong when they publish 
stories about shooters with 
mental illnesses,” McGinty 
said. “Sometimes we do 
know, so they’re just re- 
porting the facts in that 
case.” 

Communications re- 
search has also shown that 


the stigmas don’t rest on | 


the media’s implication 
of causal connections be- 
tween mentally ill people 
and mass shooters who 
happen to be mentally ill. 

“All they have to do is 
say that a mass shooter 
has a mental illness and 
the public makes the con- 
nection all by themselves,” 
McGinty said. 


Looking ahead, Mc- 
Ginty pointed to social 


media as an extremely im- | 


portant area for future re- 
search. 
“We have to figure out 


how to do research with | 


social media [on this topic] | 


because it is so integral to 
our experience of news, 
and it is very different in 
that there is no editorial 
oversight over any of it,” 


McGinty said. “Yet, it is as | 


powerful, or 


= | 
sometimes | 


more powerful than get- | 


ting news from an estab- 
lished source.” 


Facebook targets ads 
lo very specific users 


By CATIE PAUL 
Staff Writer 


In October 2012, Face- 
book hit a new milestone 
yet again, announcing that 
it had reached one billion 
users. Even after overlook- 
ing the thousands of fake 
or duplicate accounts, this 
announcement meant that 
nearly one out of every 
seven people on Earth has 
made Facebook a part of 
their daily life. 

But Facebook 
just want to be a social 
networking site: the com- 
pany is also aiming to 
become the most effective 
advertising site. Their next 
endeavor is to gather as 
much information of us- 
ers as possible, including 
information that people 
don’t even share on Face- 
book. 

In order to provide indi- 
vidualized ads that target 
a specific audience, Face- 
book has recently signed 
deals with four companies 
— Aexiom, Datalogix, Ep- 
silon, and BlueKai — that 
collect behavioral data 
about people. 

This collaboration sug- 
gests that Facebook users 
may start seeing ads spe- 
cifically meant for them, 
including clothing and 
food brands that they pre- 
fer. Facebook has stated 
that they do not provide 
users’ personal informa- 
tion to advertisers and 
that e-mail addresses and 
Facebook user names are 
encrypted before they’re 
matched. 

Furthermore, it is possi- 
ble, although troublesome, 
for users to opt out of see- 
ing these ads. The Elec- 
tronic Frontier Foundation 
has issued step-by-step in- 
structions for how to stop 
third-party data partners 
from sharing personal data 
with anyone. 

They suggested that 
anyone who does not want 
their information to be 
distributed should install 
tools that block Web track- 
ers and be vigilant about 
with whom they share 
their e-mail address with 
online. 

This isn’t the first move 
that Facebook has made 


doesn’t 


towards targeted ads. Last 
fall, the company started 
allowing businesses to 
provide Facebook with the 
e-mail addresses of each 
customer. Facebook was 
then able to locate these 
customers show the ads 
that the businesses pro- 
vided. 

One company that has 
been successful with Face- 
book ads is JackThreads, 
an exclusive men’s retailer. 
The company provided 
Facebook with users’ in- 
formation and Facebook 
managed to locate almost 
two-thirds of its members 
on their site. 

This strategy seemed 
to have been effective 
for businesses like Jack- 
Threads. According to 
AdParlor, the agency that 
manages Facebook adver- 
tisements, business sales 
have risen 26 percent. 

Other strategies that 
Facebook has implemented 
is Lookalike, which allows 
companies to display ads 
to people whose profiles 
are similar to current cus- 
tomers. 

As people spend more 
of their time online, per- 
sonal data is becoming 
easier and easier to collect 
and share. While it may 
be too soon to say wheth- 
er Facebook users will 
enjoy having personal in- 
formation used to provide 
them with targeted ads, 
marketing researchers 
think that Facebook’s new 
strategy will force people 
to become more aware of 
what information they 
are supplying companies 
with on the Internet. 
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Scientists are theorizing that the space vacuum is not truly empty, but is filled with energized particles. 


Origin of speed of light questioned 


By BARBARA HOLT 
Staff Writer 


Something can’t come 
from nothing, but perhaps 
nothing is really some- 
thing to begin with. 

Quantum physics is 
once again redefining our 
fundamental conception 
of the nature of the uni- 
verse. New theories pub- 
lished recently in the Eu- 
ropean Physical Journal D 
have brought two signifi- 
cant concepts back to the 
drawing board of physics 
— the nature of a vacuum 
in space and the origin of 
the speed of light. 

According to French 
scientist Marcel Urban and 
colleagues at the Univer- 
sity of Paris-Sud in Orsay, 
France, a vacuum space 1S 
not truly an empty space- 
Instead, Urban theorizes 
that a vacuum is filled with 


a multitude of energized 
virtual particles. The ener- 
gy levels of these particles 
fluctuate constantly. 

‘Although most people 
will not encounter vacuum 
environments, this theory 
is interesting because of its 
implications for the speed 
of light. 

In the second theory, 
scientists Gerd Leuchs 
and Luis SAnchez-Soto of 
the Max. Planck Institute 
for the Physics of Light in 
Erlangen, Germany sug- 
gest that physical con- 
stants represent the total 
number of elementary 
particles in the natural 
universe. 

In the specific case of 
the speed of light, Leuchs 
and Sdnchez-Soto believe 
a vacuums impedance, or 
the measure of a system’s 
opposition to an electric 
current, is independent of 


mass and dependent solely 


on the sum of the electric | 


charges squared. 

Conventional phys- 
ics considers the speed of 
light — 299,792,458 meters 
per second — the universal 
constant for the speed at 
which all massless parti- 
cles and fields travel with- 
in a vacuum, as well as the 
maximum speed of travel 
for matter. 

With a fluctuating 
vacuum state, character- 
istics previously thought 
to be constant such as the 
speed of light have to be 
reconsidered as variable, 
dynamic systems. This 
means that the speed of 
light would be determined 
by the state properties of 
the space or time vacuum 
through which it travels, 
rather than by the intrinsic 
energy of a photon or by 
quantum gravity. ' 


HIGGS BOSON, Pace B7 
been able to observe. 
The Z and W+ bosons 


| have mass because they in- 
| teract with the Higgs field. 
| According to theory, the 
| stronger the interaction, the 
| greater the mass. However, 
_ photons do not interact with 
| the Higgs field at all, and, 
| therefore, are massless. 


As of now, we have in- 
creasingly credible evidence 
that the new particle that 
was discovered, with a mass 
of 126GeV/c2, is the Higgs 
boson. However, there is 
still some work that needs 
to be done in order to deter- 


| mine if it is. In an interview 


with The News-Letter, Grit- 
san explained that deter- 
mining if this is the Higgs 
boson involves two parts. 
“One, determine if this 
is ‘a Higgs’ boson. This 
is something that we are 
closing in on now: the 
properties of the discov- 


ered boson are consistent 
with a Higgs boson, such 
as the measurement of the 
quantum numbers, some- 
thing that we are develop- 
ing here at Hopkins,” Grit- 
san said. 

The second part, ex- 
plained Gritsan, is “to say 
that this is ‘the Higgs’ boson 
exactly as predicted in the 
Standard Model of particle 
physics would take much 
more time, and it may well 
become not ‘the Higgs’ bo- 
son.” This means that there 
might not be only one Higgs 
boson. “We have found one 
Higgs boson, but it is early 
to say if there are more. It is 
possible,” he added. 

The idea of different 
Higgs bosons isn’t so dif- 
ferent from other particles 
in the Standard Model — 
there are different types of 
quarks, neutrinos, leptons 
and even different types of 
bosons for the weak nuclear 
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The Higgs boson can explain why all fundamental particles have mass. 
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force. These different Higgs 
bosons may function in 
a similar way; they could 
serve a similar function, 
but would have slightly dif- 
ferent properties. 

“Even if we do not find 
another Higgs boson in 
the next five years, this 
would still keep the ques- 
tion open: there could be 
more with higher masses 
for example, we just have 
not reached it, or there may 
be no more,” Gritsan said. 

Gritsan is motivated by 
revealing the unknown, 
which has important scien- 
tific implications. While the 
discovery of the Higgs bo- 
son does not appear to have 
many practical implications, 
the scientific implications of 
this are phenomenal. 

“Since we found a Higgs 
boson, it must be the mani- 
festation of the Higgs field, 
which means vacuum is not 
empty and is filled with this 
field. There are implications 
for stability of this field and 


as a consequence stability of — 


the Universe, among other 
things,” Gritsan said. 
Incredibly, one of the 
smallest things ever dis- 
covered may actually lead 
to theories about the sta- 
bility of the Universe. De- 
spite the level of complex- 
ity of the subject and the 
magnitude of the solution, 
Gritsan notes what is most 
difficult about his job: 
“(There are] too many 
interesting things to do, so 
not having enough time for 


everything is the biggest — 


rang ves Sil 
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W. Tennis faced their long time foes, Camegie Mellon, this weekend in a rematch of the ITA indoor championships 


W.Tennis serves up opponents 


By MITCH WEAVER 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins women’s 

tennis team has certainly 
started the season off with 
a bang, winning the Na- 
tional Indoor Tennis Cham- 
pionship and holding the 
national #1 ranking. With 
their championship win 
behind them, the Lady Jays 
took on Centennial Confer- 
ence foe Bryn Mawr Col- 
lege this past weekend, and 
another school with a great 
engineering reputation, 
Carnegie Mellon Univer- 
sity. 
Both schools offered dif- 
fering levels of competition, 
but one thing remained 
constant throughout the 
weekend: the Lady Jays 
would not be denied vic- 
tory. 

First up was Bryn Mawr, 
and from start to finish, the 
Owls were no match for the 
Jays. Hopkins took care of 
the Owls early and swiftly, 


as Bryn Mawr won a single’ 


game in all three of the 
doubles matches. 

The second doubles pair 
of junior Andrea Berlinghof 
and freshman Olivia Kas- 
ten smothered the Owls, 
winning in perfect fash- 
ion, 8-0. First doubles was 
almost equally as impres- 
sive, yielding just one game 
to win 8-1. The perfection 
would not stop with Ber- 
linghof and Kasten though, 
with the number two pair 
of doubles partners of Lau- 
ren Fields and Kara Mc- 
Donough winning easily 
by ascore of 8-0. 

After a 3-0 showing 
in doubles, the Lady Jays 
wanted to command the 
court from the get-go in 
singles. Sophomore Shan- 
non Libaw kept the notion 
of perfection, but the over- 


all team win was clinched 
and sealed by freshman 
contributor Kasten. Kasten 
downed her opponent 6-0 
6-1 to ensure the victory for 
the Lady Jays. 

When asked about the 
match against Bryn Mawr, 
Kasten seemed to be very 
encouraged with her team’s 
annihilation of their oppo- 
nent 

“It was great to start 
off our conference play at 
home with such a com- 
manding win,” Kasten said. 
“Tm excited about our pros- 
pects for the season and am 
looking forward to continu- 
ing our winning streak on 
Wednesday against Frank- 
lin & Marshall.” 

Out of all nine matches 
for the day, Bryn Mawr was 
only able to manage eight 
games. 

Carnegie Mellon turned 
out to be a different beast 
for the Jays as their March 
31st matchup came down to 
the wire. Not only was this 
a**matchup’ of two: top-10 
teams, but it was a rematch 
of the Indoor National 
Championship. 

Hopkins dropped the 
doubles matches by a total 
of 2-1, with the Tartans tak- 
ing an early overall team 
lead over the Blue Jays. 

Junior Abby Clark and 
sophomore Stephanie 
Rettig were able to pull 
through for Hopkins, as 
they won their doubles 
matchup 8-6 to keep pace 
with the Tartans. 

However Hopkins 
would enjoy success in 
singles competition, as the 
Blue Jays were the ones 
standing on top in the end. 
The start to the singles 
matches was very similar 
to the doubles matches, 
as Carnegie Mellon took 
the early lead by defeating 


sophomore Elaine Baik and 
junior Hailey Hogan. 

With big performances 
needed, Hopkins had to 
turn to the 4 through 6 
players, and it paid off in 
the end. 

First up was _ talented 
freshman Sydney Lehman 
at the number four spot, 
who won convincingly 6-0, 
6-2. Rettig, the number five 
singles player for the day, 
won her match in landslide 
fashion as well with a 6-1, 
6-2 win. 

With these two victories, 
Hopkins and Carnegie Mel- 
lon were in a team tie, with 
one match to go to send one 
team home happy. Junior 
Abby Clark fought through 
a gutsy effort from her op- 
ponent, but in the end put 
away her opponent for the 
win, 6-4, 3-6, 6-2, giving the 


Tartans the narrow 5-4 win. | 


After the win Abby 
Clark expressed feelings of 
happiness not only directed 


toward her teammate's ef- | 
fort against Carnegie Mel- | 


lon, but also regarding the 
future of the season. 

“The match against 
Carnegie Mellon shows just 
how strong Hopkins wom- 


en’s tennis has become,” | 


Clark said. 


“Everyone practices 


hard and competes hard. | | 
It's always a team effort | | 


and it really shows in | 
close matches like the one | 


against Carnegie,” Clark | 
said, continuing her posi- | } 


tive commentary. “Hopkins | 


tennis has already made its 
presence known this sea- 
son and | am excited to see 
our hard work bring contin- 
ued success.” 

The Blue Jays are in ac- 
tion Saturday and Sunday 
against two divisional op- 
ponents, Ursinus College 
and Haverford College. 


By ZACH PALMER 
Staff Writer 


We got a huge win 
against a talented Vir- 
ginia team last weekend 
which great re- 
sponse to a previous loss. 
But as soon as the Virginia 
game ended, we knew we 
would be in for a serious 
battle against a talented 
University of North Caro- 
lina team. For those of 
you that have never made 
this drive before, it is a six 
hour journey without traf- 
fic. Unfortunately the 
bus encountered traf- 
fic from the start, so 
the arduous trip was 
longer than usual. 

Before we traveled 
there was a week of 
preparation for UNC. The 
Tar Heels are a team full 
of offensive fire-power 
in their three starting at- 
tackmen, so from Monday 
on we focused on con- 
taining these offensive 
threats. 

On the offensive side of 
the ball, we knew we had 
to continue the momen- 
tum that we took from the 
Virginia game and bring 
it to North Carolina. They 
had a hot goalie, and in 
particular we knew that 
we would need to take 
great shots in this game 
in order to beat him. 

North Carolina played 
Wednesday night against 
Brown University, so we 
were all lucky enough to 
wake up at 6 a.m. Wednes- 


was a 


day morning for practice 
so that our coaches could 
make the trip to North 
Carolina to see the game 
first hand. 

The early start 
worthwhile, as guys were 
able to catch up on some 
sleep, as well as have 
a full day midweek to 
themselves. 

Personally, I made my 
way to a local Baltimore 
golf course with Kevin In- 
terlicchio, John Ranagan, 
and Greg Edmonds. The 
teams were set for this 
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was 


brisk afternoon of whack- 
ing golf balls around the 
course, and Taco Bell was 
the grand prize for the 
winners. | started off hot, 
chipping in from about 25 
yards out for a birdie on 
the first hole. My game 
was all downhill from 
there as I didn’t make 
many good shots after 
that. Nevertheless, I end- 
ed up pulling out a hard 
fought win in the end. 

On Thursday, it was 
our last tune-up opportu- 
nity to change any game 
plans that the coaches 
might have been able to 
see from watching the 
live team play. It was a 
crisp practice and we 
looked like we were ready 
to play. The next morning, 
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we made it up to the CLC 
early for a practice and 
were on the road by 11:30. 

The aforementioned 
bumper to bumper traf- 
fic seriously delayed our 
trip, and we eventually 
made our arrival at about 
7:30 that night. However, 
upon arrival we saw that 
we would be staying at a 
Hilton Hotel, known for 
their high quality beds, 
so everyone was excited 
about that. 

We ate dinner as a team 
and had a little stretch in 

the parking lot before 
heading to our rooms 
to watch some March 
Madness before get- 
ting to sleep. I had 
the honor of rooming 
with freshman attack- 
er Ryan Brown, a great 
roommate. We were tired 
from the trip and were in 
bed asleep before 11. 

Next thing we knew, it 
was 8 a.m. and our wake 
up call was ringing right 
in my ear. We went down- 
stairs for some breakfast, 
then we were on our way 
over to the UNC football 
stadium for the highly an- 
ticipated game. 

In the end, it didn’t go 
our way and we lost in 
overtime. It was a great 
effort by our team to 
come back when we were 
down. We now move onto 
this Friday where we can 
work on improving our 
execution and get back on 
the winning track. Beat 
the Danes! 
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Valiantly fighting back after each Tar Heel scoring run, the Jays fought an uphill battle the majority of the match. 


D’Amore’s hat trick powers women's lax past Vanderbilt in OT 


By JOHN PASEUR 
Staff Writer : 


With the game tied with 
five seconds left in the sec- 
ond half of overtime, ju- 
nior Taylor D’‘Amore came 
up with a draw and fired 
the game winning goal for 
her third tally on the day. 
The win over Vanderbilt is 
the first for Hopkins since 
May 4, 2007. 

Vanderbilt’s Mallory 
Schonk opened the scor- 
ing at the 26:33 point of the 
first half. But neither the 
Blue Jays nor Commodores 
could pull away during the 
rest of the game. The larg- 
est lead of the game was 
only two goals, by the Blue 
Jays 5-3, and the Commo- 
dores 8-6, respectively. - 

Throughout the game, 
there were nine ties. Junior 
Sarah Taylor, gave Hop- 
kins their first lead, spin- 
ning around her defender 
and dodging for the goal 
with 18:20 left in the first 
period. Taylor later scored 
another goal just before 
halftime. She is the lead- 
ing scorer for the Lady Jays 
with 27 goals. 

The Jays used transi- 
tion opportunities and key 
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passing to score. D'Amore 
led the way in the points 
department, tallying three 
goals on seven shots, and 
three —as- 
sists. Most 
important- 
ly, two of 
D’Amore’s 
goals came 
with under 
two minutes 
left in over- _ 
time. Her 
clutch goals 
were the de- 
ciding factor 
in a close 
contest. 

Not to 
be outdone 
was junior 
Sammy Cer- 
mack who 
recorded 
three goals 
on six shots 
and picked 
up one as- 
sist. The 
two juniors 
have helped carry the team 
with D’Amore amassing 
23 goals on the year cou- 
pled with 27 assists for an 
even 50 points through 11 
games. Cermack is close 
behind with 18 goals and 


15 assists. 

Vanderbilt’s Carly Lin- 
thicum also performed 
well, notching four goals to 


help bring her total for the 
season to an impressive 41 
goals in 12 games. 

Also of note was Com- 
modore goalie Chelsea 
Pasfield who remained in 
goal for the entire game 


Following in the footsteps of veteran finishers, multip 


totaling 66 minutes in the 
cage for the Commodores 
on the day. 

Other contributors for 


the Hopkins were fresh- 
man Jenna Reifler with 
two goals and one assist, 
sophomore Jen Cook with 
one goal, and freshman 
Caroline Turco with one | 
goal. 
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le underclassmen contributed to the OT win. 


For the Commodores 
Olivia Goodman notched 
one goal and one assist 
while Abby Wheeler was 
able to sink two 
goals. 

With a num- 
ber of younger 
members scor- 
ing goals for 
the Jays, head 
coach Janine 
Tucker . com- 
mented on the 
exciting contri- 
butions from 
the underclass- 
men. 

“We have a 
lot of new faces 
and are ex- 
cited with how 
hard the team 
is working to 
develop _ their 
chemistry,” 
Tucker said. 

With a 
handful of 
underclass- 
men gaining 
experience through major 
minutes, Hopkins should 
continue to improve 
throughout the remainder 
of the season. 

Tucker went on to ex- 
press her content with the 


team’s performance. 

“[| was] pleased with 
the team’s ability to bounce 
back and capture a hard 


fought overtime win 
against a tough Vanderbilt 
team,” Tucker said. 


Just three days previ- 
ously, the Jays traveled to 
Washington, DC to play 
American University and 
lost a heartbreaker to the 
Eagles, 10-9 in overtime. 

Tucker continued to 
elaborate on the Jays’ learn- 
ing process. 

_ “We have learned a lot 
from our losses and are 
growing and developing as 
a team each week,” Tucker 
said. 

With the Jays at 7-4 over- 
all and 1-1 in conference, 
things are looking up for 
the women’s lacrosse team. 

“We have a number of 
great games left to play and 
our focus is getting better 
each and every practice,” 
said Tucker. “I love the en- 
ergy and camaraderie of 
this team and can’t wait to 
see how they do over these 
next couple weeks.” 

The Lady Jays will be 
back in action on April 6th 
in Gainesville, Florida to 
take on the Florida Gators. 
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uring spring 
break, | spent time 
with two of my 
brothers and my 
father, all of whom 
graduated from New York Uni- 
versity. The highly controver- 
sial issue revolving around the 
faculty’s disapproval of the uni- 
versity’s president, John Sexton 
has thus been pressing on my 
mind. Naturally, I was curious 
about what would cause such 
infighting, so I set out to do 
some research. 

Sexton was elected presi- 
dent in 2002 after serving as 
the dean of the NYU School 
of Law, where he succeeded in 
propelling the school to the top 
tier of law schools, eventually 
reaching number four on the US 
News and World Report rank- 
ings. As university president, 
he worked to expand the arts 
and sciences faculty and global- 
ize the university by creating 
the NYU Abu Dhabi and NYU 
Shanghai campuses. 

In 2008, he was behind NYU’ 
Framework 2031 plan, which en- 
visioned an addition of over six 
million square feet of space to 
the campus by 2031. His justifica- 
tion was that, “Space is required 
to create a vibrant intellectual 
community in all senses of the 
phrase, with teachers and learn- 
ers in proximity to each other, 
ready and willing to engage 
with other thinkers and doers 
throughout the city.” The New 
York City Council approved the 
plan in a vote of 44 to 1. 

University faculty, however, 
protested to the construction 
of the NYU Abu Dhabi campus 
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(risis of confidence: Time to listen to the faculty 


By CAITLIN McDONALD 


and the 2031 plan. Many facul- 
ty members argued that NYU 
shouldn’t be building cam- 
puses in nations which don’t 
respect academic freedom and 
free speech. They were also 
opposed to eliminating open 
spaces in Greenwich Village 
and plaguing the area with on- 
and-off construction for years 


is becoming closer and more in- 
tertwined. It would only be fit- 
ting for universities to adapt. 
Establishing these campuses 
abroad encourages students 
to take part in this globalized 
world in whatever way they can. 
On the other hand, the faculty’s 
concerns need to be considered 
in establishing these particular 


to come. campuses. If they do come at a 
Agitated cost to human 
by these two rights, then 
issues, Nave fale: De, * serhaps NYU 
angered that Sexton ee, have the sea find 
their griev- right intentions, but other ways to 
ances were . : : globalize. 
not being ad- IMtentions are useless ° second, 
dressed by ad- without taking there is no 
ministration, 3 ase doubt that ex- 
the faculty of everyones opinions pansion is a 
the College of .- . complex issue, 
Arts and Sci- 1nto account. especially in 
ences held a one of the most 


vote of no con- 

fidence on March 15. By a vote 
of 52 percent to 39 percent, the 
majority expressed its desire 
for the president’s immediate 
resignation. That much disap- 
proval would seemingly indi- 
cate that something is seriously 
amiss. 

But Sexton should not im- 
mediately resign. Other col- 
leges within NYU have ex- 
pressed support for their 
president and the New York 
Times, the New York Daily 
News, the New York Post and 
New York City’s Planning 
Commission all approved of 
the 2031 plan. Change always 
generates opposition, so we 
must actually look at the facts to 
determine who is in the right. 

First, we cannot ignore that 
globalization is real and it is 


happening. Every day, the world | 


| Bayly Winder 


Taking a fresh look at the 


Voice for Life debate ~ 


By BO-TAO 
ast week, Voice For 
Life (VFL) was de- 
nied official group 
status by the Student 
Government  Asso- 
ciation (SGA). Despite the num- 
ber of students who consider 
this a free speech issue, let us 
set the record straight. Hopkins 
is a private university and thus 
operates under a different set of 
rules from public universities. 
Even if this is not a free speech 
issue, I feel that there has been 
a lot of information being mis- 
understood on both sides of the 
pro-life and pro-choice debate. 


Therefore, let us dissect some of 


the arguments in favor of and 
against VFL. 

According to many of the 
comments from The News-Letter 
and r/JHU, there has been a 
concern that VFL exhibits be- 
havioral tendencies similar to 
the more radical pro-life groups 
which display pictures of dead 
fetuses and harass students 
while they walk to class through 
the Breezeway. In other instanc- 
es, many students cite examples 
of unscientific opinions used by 
other pro-life groups as justifi- 
cation for their causes. These 
are all legitimate concerns and 
should be addressed by the 
leadership of VFL, especially 
given the fact that Hopkins has 
been a target of radical pro-life 
groups every year on Charles 
Street. 

But I believe the answer can 
be found on their website. The 
activities which VFL lists are: 
“invite pro-life speakers to 
come, sponsor debates on cam- 
pus, put up posters, advocate 
for information about abortion 
alternatives to be placed around 
campus, be present at student 
information fairs, set up a table 
in the Breezeway in order to 
survey students and promote 
critical thinking on abortion 
and related issues.” None of 
these is, in my opinion, related 
to any form of harassment, un- 
less they are using cryptic lan- 
guage. In fact, the activities they 


have listed are not much differ- 
ent from what other groups do 
on campus. Nevertheless, I can 
see how these activities can be 
interpreted, especially since 
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posters can be misconstrued 
as pictures of dead fetuses and 
advocacy can be aggressive at 
times. 

Another part of VFL’s mis- 
sion statement is their claim that 
they are, “Defending the Digni- 
ty of Human Life at JHU Since 
1995.” Many students contend 
that a former club from 1995 was 
more representative of the radi- 
cal protestors and therefore VFL 
should not receive university 


. support. However, I have yet to 


read any credible source on the 
pro-life group from 1995 and 
can only conclude that this is 
hearsay ar at best anecdotal evi- 
dence. Just because one group 
is related to another group does 
not mean that both groups will 
be exactly the same. 

In my opinion, many of 
the students’ reactions to VFL 
seem to stem from a prior con- 
firmation bias or inconclusive 
evidence. However, what is 
more disturbing is the appar- 
ent comparison of this group 
with a white supremacist group 
at Towson University. This dis- 
tasteful comment from an SGA 
member (who should resign) 
only fuels the fire that VFL is 
being discriminated against due 
to their conservative views. 

Already, the Daily Caller 
and Fox News have covered 
this association and it will only 
get worse if the SGA and VFL 
do not mutually resolve the 
problem. In order to solve this 
problem, the SGA should at 
least hold another hearing on 
VEL, giving them an impartial 
and unbiased assessment. This 
hearing should have stipula- 
tions on what the group can 


and cannot do on campus. By 


talking to each other rather 
than debating behind closed 
doors, both parties can arrive at 
an understanding. I’m sure that 
even though many students on 
campus are pro-choice, they are 
not opposed to a group because 
of its beliefs in pro-life issues: 
The opposition should be from 
the way the pro-life issues are 
presented to the public and that 
is a reasonable concern. 


Bo Tao is a senior Public Health 


major from Baltimore, Md. He is a 
staff writer for The News-Letter. 
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crowded cities 
on the planet. Some New York- 
ers, and more particularly resi- 
dents of Greenwich Village, may 
not be thrilled at the prospect 
of less space. But the plan has 
enough endorsements to suggest 
that expansion has supporters. 
Not to mention, NYU students 
have significantly less square 
footage per student than other 
universities. On this topic, Mar- 
tin Lipton, chairman of the NYU 
Board of Trustees, argues that, 
“Lack of space inhibits new re- 
search and faculty recruitment. 
New academic space is a neces- 
sity.” Sexton’s desire to expand 
is thus not so outrageous. 
One question to ask is wheth- 
er such extreme globalization 


The pitfalls of talking about 
America in the Middle East 


iscussing the U.S. 

government's  ac- 

tions and policies 

in the Middle East 

is tough. People 
get uneasy, emotional and de- 
fensive. It becomes difficult to 
stand your ground and avoid 
coming across as either an 
American apologist or an anti- 
American zealot. Perhaps ‘a con- 
spiracy theory or a distasteful 
tirade gets thrown into the mix. 
Chances are someone is going to 
get angry. 

As an American studying 
abroad in the region, I have been 
exposed to and: have partici- 
pated in such conversations on 
a frequent basis. At times I have 
been overcome with frustration 
if not disgust, and at times I 
have felt reassured by the civil- 
ity of the participants. It is sim- 
ply one of those topics where it 
is all too easy to leave the world 
of facts and objectivity for some- 
thing more feral. 

One of the main reasons why 
this issue deserves thorough re- 
flection is because the U.S. has 
played such a dominant role in 
Middle Eastern affairs for such a 
long time. In most capital cities 
the American embassy is an im- 
posing structure, often dwarfing 
those of other countries. Ameri- 
can military bases, especially 
in the Persian Gulf countries, 
are host to tens of thousands of 
servicemen and maintained at a 
cost of untold billions. 

The U.S. presence is not par- 
ticularly subtle, and on occasion 
the American government has 
intervened with brute force such 
as during Saddam Hussein’s 
invasion of Kuwait in 1990. Of 
course, the more recent U.S.-led 
invasion of Iraq in 2003 fueled 
the rage of critics who contend 
that the Americans will defend 
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their regional interests at any 
cost. 

Even though the Obama ad- 
ministration has carried out a 
more reserved foreign policy, 
emphasizing diplomacy and 
cautiously assessing the Arab 
Spring, the Middle East re- 
mains one of his top priorities. 
In March, for instance, newly 
appointed Secretary of State 
John Kerry visited Egypt and 


several Gulf states. In his first’ 


trip abroad since his re-election, 


and expansion come at a major | 


cost to other parts of the uni- 
versity. Perhaps, but we'll have 
to wait until Sexton’s reforms 
are fully implemented to reach 
a final verdict. Such votes of no 
confidence are rare and often 
occur with good cause. By hold- 
ing such a vote, the faculty has 


clearly voiced its disapproval | 
with the administration’s plans | 


and its lack of responsiveness. 

So while Sexton’s  initia- 
tives shouldn’t necessarily be 
frowned upon, the way in which 
they are being implemented 
does need improvement. The 
NYU Faculty Against the Sex- 
ton Plan has issued a statement 
demanding “a more open uni- 
versity” which “is transparent 
in its financial dealings and 
more democratic in its manage- 
ment of academic affairs.” 

Sexton must listen more to 
faculty members, whose opin- 
ions are undoubtedly of great 
value at a university. If he had 
been more responsive and sym- 
pathetic to their concerns, this 
vote of no confidence might have 
never been held. Sexton may 
have the right intentions, but 
intentions are useless without 
taking everyone’s opinions into 
account. In the end, all parties 
want what is best for the univer- 
sity. All they have to do now is 
work together, but that might be 
easier said than done. 


Caitlin McDonald is a freshman 
Economics major from Westport, 
Conn. 


President Obama visited Israel, 
the West Bank and Jordan. Ad- 
mittedly, this is an extraordi- 
nary time for the regimes and 
populations of the Middle East, 
but the fact remains that Wash- 
ington, D.C. is wholly invested 
in the outcomes and _ predica- 
ments of the area. 

Intense American pursuit of 
aims such as securing access to 
oil, defending the State of Israel 
with remarkable consistency, 
and battling threats of terror- 
ism have naturally had some 
negative consequences. An 
opinion poll conducted by the 
Arab Center for Regional and 
Policy Studies showed that after 
Israel, respondents from a num- 
ber of Arab nations believe that 
the United States is the second- 
largest threat to their country’s 
security. 

Anti-Americanism has and 
will remain a powerful tool for 
recruitment by radical organi- 
zations across the Middle East. 
Because America is the “big kid 
on the block,” its missteps are 
magnified and it is an easy tar- 
get for criticism. The virtually 
omnipresent nature of Ameri- 
can culture in the Middle East 
has the potential to exacerbate 
these tensions further. This also 
means that good deeds such as 
substantial foreign aid to edu- 
cation and civil society may be 
overlooked. 

To an extent, one cannot 
blame Middle Easterners for 
looking suspiciously on as the 
U.S. continues to assert itself as 
the regional hegemon. It has not 
always been a fair relationship, 
and the locals have not always 
received adequate consider- 
ation. But when the discussion 
is cheapened by insensitive re- 
marks and grandiose notions of 
American imperialism it tends 
to ferment bigotry on all sides. 
The scope of U.S. involvement 
in Middle Eastern affairs ne- 
cessitates an open conversation 
which should not devolve into 
name-calling but should rather 
depend on even-handed assess- 
ments of this crucial subject. 


Bayly Winder is a junior Political 
Science major from Princeton, N.]. 
He is the Middle East columnist for 
The News-Letter. 


All 


With the exception of editorials, 
the opinions expressed here are those 
of the contributors. They are not 
necessarily those of The Johns 
Hopkins News-Letter. 


Too much 

pollution? 

Raise gas 
prices 


By DAVIS EINOLF 


ne of the greatest 
contributing _fac- 
tors to pollution in 
America today is 
the persistent strug- 
gle of multiple parties to keep 


| gas prices as low as possible. The 


United States and its citizens will 
not change until their hands are 
forced, until the struggle is to raise 
gas prices. 

Lower gas prices lead to more 
driving and more inefficient au- 
tomobiles. If gas is cheap, the av- 
erage person can afford to drive 
a gas-guzzling car to work, to 
school or to the movie theater a 
block away. This average person 
has no need to find alternative, 
environmentally friendly means 
of transportation, so the market 
and government have no need to 
provide them with effective and 
affordable alternatives. 

In a system such as this, auto- 
mobile manufacturers produce 
primarily fuel-inefficient cars 
while hybrid and electric cars re- 
main toys for the wealthy to ease 
their consciences and buses are 
seen as tools for students and the 
working class. This is the current 
American system; gas is cheap 
and change is expensive, so peo- 
ple buy cars and the ice caps keep 
melting. 

It is time to consider an alter- 
native path for our society to take 
as more people become aware of 
the environment’s gradual col- 
lapse. Hybrid and electric cars are 
expensive because there is little 
incentive to buy them beyond the 
plight of the polar bear. Many bus 
systems are stagnant or declining 
because our culture puts heavy 
stress on owning private cars. If 
gas prices for private drivers in- 
crease, however, it is very likely 
the U.S. will see drastic changes 
in its citizens’ habits. As the free 
market and public policy change 
along with the mindset of the 
public, the reforms will be politi- 
cal, social and economic. 

To describe the results of high- 
er gas prices, I will employ two 
very frightening words: taxes and 
subsidies. If a government — lo- 
cal, state, or federal — were to tax 
gas at the pump, drivers would 
immediately cut down on unnec- 
essary trips, and those who could 
would begin traveling by bus. 
Over time, conventional car sales 
will drop and demand for hybrid 
and electric vehicles will spike. 
Manufacturers will devote more 
time to developing cheaper, sus- 
tainable vehicles to meet the new 
demand. Some bus routes will be 
overcrowded, but proceeds from 
gas taxes could be used to pay for 
the improvement of public trans- 
portation, which would not be 
subject to the gas tax in order to 
defray costs. 

To ease the transition period, 
the government would subsidize 
hybrid and electric car manu- 
facturing, thereby allaying the 
temporary dip in profits from car 
sales as well as encouraging con- 
sumers to buy new emission-free 
or low-emission vehicles. Above 
and beyond these positive effects, 
the exhaust polluting the atmo- 
sphere will drop precipitously. 

The results of heightened gas 
prices are not only environmen- 
tal. When there are fewer cars on 
the road, there will be fewer ac- 
cidents, less need to find space to 
park — allowing for increased ex- 
pansion — and less noise pollution. 

Currently, the American sys- 
tem has relegated environmental- 
ism to a buzzword, leaving it only 
for those who are willing to de- 
vote their entire lives to the cause 
or to those who have enough mon- 
ey to take it on as a hobby. Relying 
on the good conscience of a few 
to save the world from the apathy 
and ignorance of the many is no 
way to live. Until the conditions of 
the system change, the people will 

not change and the environment 
will continue to be paved under 
our indifference. 


Davis Einolf is a freshman Writing 
Seminars Major from Portland, Ore. 
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Dip You 
KNow? 


The Hopkins Baseball team 
beat conference rival and 
number 25th ranked Haverford 
20-1 in 18 combined innings 
this past Saturday in PA. 


CALENDAR 


THURSDAY . 


Baseball vs. Stevenson, 3:30 PM 


Baseball vs. Dickinson; 3:30 PM 
FRIDAY 
M.Lax vs. Albany, 7:00 PM 
SATURDAY 
M.Tennis vs. Ursinus, 12:00 PM 


FILE PHOTO 


Down South, in a match-up of two powerhouse teams —number sixth ranked UNC vs. eighth- 
ranked JHU— the Tar Heels shocked the Jays just six seconds into overtime to win 11-10. The 
loss dropped the Jays record to 6-3 on the year, while the University of North Carolina improved 
to 7-3. Please see Page B11 for more details. 


Facing the 


Men’s Lacrosse: 
#6 UNC wins in OT 


| University 
' — of North Carolina this past 
_ weekend the Blue Jays were 
| upended just six seconds 
into overtime when RG. 

Keenan scored his only goal 
of the game. Page B11 


Page B11 


Athlete of the Week: 
Taylor D'Amore 


On Saturday afternoon 
Junior Taylor D’‘Amore _lift- 
ed the Lady Jays past visit- 
ing Vanderbilt 12-11 with a 
pair of overtime goals, in- 
cluding the game winner. 


this year. 


Women’s Tennis: 
Wins four straight 
The women’s tennis team 

has now won four straight 
matches, including a huge 
5-4 win over number seven 


Carnegie Mellon, their sec- 
ond win over the Tartans 
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Baseball win streak now al 


By JEFF SCHILL 
Staff Writer 


The Hopkins baseball 
team opened up Centen- 
nial Conference play this 
past Saturday against 
Haverford. This was a 
highly anticipated match- 
up between two nationally 
ranked teams. Last year, 
the Fords beat Hopkins 
three times, including a de- 
feat in the Centennial Con- 
ference Tournament. The 
Blue Jays were looking for 
revenge against the Fords, 
while the Fords sought to 
continue their fourteen 
game win streak. 

The Haverford Fords 
were picked to win the 
Centennial Conference 
outright. As the day con- 
cluded, such prediction 
seemed meaningless as 
the Blue Jays dominated 
the Fords in a two game 
sweep, forcefully pleading 
their case as the top team 
in the Conference. 

In the first game, se- 
nior Chris Wilhelm jump 
started the offense in the 
second inning by launch- 
ing a homerun to left field 
and give the Blue Jays a 1-0 
lead. The Blue Jays tacked 
on another two runs in 
the fourth inning cour- 
tesy of Wilhelm’s second 
bomb of the day. Wilhelm 
is no stranger to hitting 
homeruns at Haverford’s 


field, as he hit a grand slam | 


there just last year. 
The Blue Jays continued 
to hit the Fords’ pitcher 


and added two more runs» 


on a Mike Delinger triple 
to right field. Delinger 
then scored on a sacri- 
fice fly off the bat of Matt 
Ricci, which extended the 
lead to 6-0. 
Sophomore Colin Mc- 
Carthy added a two-run 
homerun of his own in the 
seventh inning to give the 
Blue Jays a 8-0 lead on the 
day. | ‘ Ty Ves 
While the offense was 
continually plating runs, 
Blue Jays pitcher Tyler 
Goldstein was dealing and 
kept the Fords at bay. Gold- 
stein went the distance, 


yielding just three hits and 
striking out a career-high 
nine batters and did not al- 
low a single run. Goldstein 
was virtually untouch- 
able throughout his nine- 
inning performance and 
was able to hand Haver- 
ford their first loss of the 
season. 

Sophomore Jacob En- 
terlin took his 3-0 record 
to the hill in the second 
game for the Blue Jays 
and, like Goldstein, domi- 


ter RBI in their path to a 
nine run inning. The Fords 
could not answer and the 
Blue Jays closed out the 
game 12-1. 

Although the offense 
seemed to be clicking on 
all cylinders, the outstand- 
ing JHU pitching stole the 
headlines. 

“Our pitching was stel- 
lar and it was really im- 
portant that young guys 
like Enterlin could estab- 
lish themselves in a tough 


Freshman Carter Burns struck out four batters while on the mound. 


nated the Haverford hit- 
ters. Enterlin went seven 
innings, struck out nine 
and did not allow an 
earned run on the day. 
The homerun blasts con- 
tinued as senior Jeff Lynch 
belted a three run shot in 
the third inning to give the 
Blue Jays an early 3-0 lead. 
The Fords cut the deficit in 


the seventh to two runs by 


manufacturing a run, Al- 


_ though the game became 


closer in the seventh, the 
eighth inning widened the 
gap enormously as the Blue 
Jays erupted for nine runs 


in the inning. The Blue Jay 
offense tacked on RBI af- 


atmosphere and throw 
strikes,” Lynch added. 
Despite being the con- 
ference opener, this game 
had big implications for the 
rest of the season. “These 
were two huge statement 
wins after losing three to 
them last year. It was es- 
pecially good to beat them 
so handily on their home 


field,” said junior hurler’ 


Goldstein. 
The Blue Jays returned 


to the field against non-. 


conference opponent Al- 
vernia. The Blue Jays took 
no time jumping on the 
freshman pitcher and 
plated three runs in the 


first inning, coming off of 
singles by Lynch, Wilhelm 
and Delinger. The Blue Jays 
continued tacking on runs 
in the second inning as 
they scored an additional 
three runs off of RBIs from 
McCarthy, Neverman and 
Lynch. 

Freshman Carter Burns 
was on the mound for the 
Blue Jays and the offense 
gave him a sizeable 6-0 
early lead. Burns did not 
spoil the cushion en route 
to his second collegiate 
victory. Burns went seven 
innings, struck out four 
and did not give up an 
earned run. Alvernia did 
manage to tack on two 
runs in the fifth inning 
but that was not enough 
to climb back into the 
game. 

Sophomore Michael 
Grewe relieved Burns and 
struck out two batters in 
two innings of scoreless 
work to close out the game 
6-2. 

After wrapping up a 
non-conference victory on 
Monday, the Blue Jays trav- 
eled to Carlisle, PA to take 
on conference opponent 
Dickinson. Once again the 
Blue Jays jumped out to 
an early lead. Senior Ryan 
Zakszeski got things start- 
ed for the offense with a 
two RBI double. Classmate 
Adam Weiner added. an- 
other run with a sacrifice* 
fly, giving the Blue Jays a 
3-0 lead. 

Dickinson came _ back 
and added two runs of 
their own to make the 
contest close, but the Blue 
Jays added some insurance 
runs in the later innings to 
regain a commanding lead. 
The Blue Jays ultimately 


_took the game 6-3 and ex- 


tended their win streak to 
eleven games. 

Freshman Colin Fried- 
man took the mound for 
the Blue Jays and he earned 
his second victory on the 
season with a solid pitch- 
ing performance. 

Hopkins Blue Jays are 
currently ranked 11th in 


the nation with a record of 


18-2. 


eleven straight 


| Additionally 
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Men’s Tennis blows by 
ranked competition 


By MEGAN DITROLIO 
Staff Writer 

“We have a lot of 
young talent and we are 
hungry,” sophomore 
men’s tennis player Erik 
Lim said. This hunger was 
evident during the teams 
past eventful weekend of 
play, as the Jays compet- 
ed on both Saturday and 
Sunday against Swarth- 
more and Carnegie Mel- 
lon, respectively. Hopkins 
finished triumphantly in 
both contests due to vari- 
ous team and individual 
performances. 


On Saturday, 8th 
ranked Hopkins _ trav- 
eled to Swarthmore, Pa. 


where they took on the 
23rd ranked Garnet. The 
Centennial Conference 
competition began with a 
Hopkins lead (2-1) after a 
series of doubles matches, 
including a win for sopho- 
more pair Tanner Brown 
and Erik Lim over William 
Lennon and Malik Mubeen 
(8-1). 

Also clinching an 8-1 
win was senior doubles 
pair Andy Hersh and Jeff 
Kamei. The pair took on 
Garnets Christian Car- 
cione and James Wieler. 
Swarthmore seized a 8-6 
win at first, earning one 
point for the Garnet, beat- 
ing out Hopkins’ Nicho- 
las Garcia (freshman) and 


Brown also had an im- 
pressive showing during 
singles play, not losing a 
set against Sacks (6-0 6-0). 
triumphant 
were both Lim (beating 
Irving Stone at fourth, 6-4, 


| 6-0) and Hersh (6-2, 6-1 at 
| second 
| Poon). Also helping bring 


against Preston 


| his team to victory was 


sophomore Sam Weissler. at 
fifth over Garnet Mubeen 
(6-1, 6-1). Swarthmore’s 
only points were earned 
by Wieler at sixth, winning 
6-2 against sophomore Jen- 
sen Reiter. : 

The most exciting as 
well as longest match was 
at third, as Hopkins sopho- 
more Ben Hwang rallied 
it out with Kaye in a de- 
termining super-breaker. 
Hwang clinched the first 
set 6-0, followed by a 6-4 
win by Kaye. After much 
competitive and intense 
play, Hwang emerged 
triumphant, taking the 
super-breaker 10-6 thus 
winning the match and 
helping secure victory for 
the Blue Jays. 

But the Hopkins streak 
wasn't finished just yet. 


pausnecseae Py 


” 


M. Tennis has won five ina row, three of which against ranke 


On Sunday the team com- 
peted again, this time 
hosting 18th ranked Carn- 
egie Mellon at the Green 
Spring Racquet Club. The 
Jays clinched a 7-2 victory 
over the Tartans, advanc- 
ing their region standings 
to 8-2. 

Unlike the 
day, the Jays did not seize 
the lead from the onset. 
During doubles play, Tar- 
tans Thomas Cooper and 
Jooho Yu beat out Garcia 
and Joachim 8-4 at sec- 
ond, but pair Hersh and 
Jeff Manei were able to tie 
up the match at third after 
winning their doubles play 
against Bryce Beisswanger 
and Kosuke Hasegwa, 
8-3. Pair Brown and. Lim 
were able to gain the Hop- 
kins lead at first with an 
8-6 victory over Christian 
Heaney-Secord and Duke 
Miller. 

Singles play continued 
to secure the Jays victory. 
Weissler’s 6-3, 6-3 win at 
fifth over Harsha Rao and 
Lim’s 6-4, 6-2 win at fourth 
over Yuvraj Kumar were 
both fundamental in Hop- 
kins eventual triumph. 
While Heaney-Secord beat 
out Brown in the third set 
of very competitive singles 
play 6-4, Hersh was able to 
beat Abhickek Alla at sec- 
ond, 7-5, 7-5. It was Garcia’s 
6-3, 7-6 victory over Kas- 
egawa as well as Hwang’s 
7-6, 7-5 defeat of Miller that 
finalized another Hopkins 
victory. 

The boys continue to 
rise in the ranks as they 
take home victory after 
victory. They recognize the 
importance of hard work 
and an incomparable team 
spirit, both of which were 
shown in the team's victo- 
ries. 

“This weekend's _ per- 
formance was a _ good 
showing from our team. I 
feel the team's confidence 
grows each day. We have 
many goals for this sea- 
son and we are a focused 
team” says Lim. The boys 
have also made big goals 
for their future. “We have 
all the tools to win a na- 
tional championship so 
we just need to keep im- 
proving as a team and in- 
dividually. We hope to get 
more and more support as 
the year goes on” Lim said. 
His doubles partner Brown 
can only agree. “Our whole 
team has been playing 
very well and we all have 
high hopes for the rest of 
the season.” } 

Hopkins takes’ on the 
Gettysburg Bullets at home 
on April 2, 3:30 p.m. 
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